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FOREWORD 

 
Working together at the Ulster-American Folk Park, we have welcomed to the Library of the Mellon 
Centre for Migration Studies many visitors in search of their elusive Irish ancestors, and one of our 
earliest and most welcome visitors was George Bain. As our first annual report (1998–99) records: 
“The first graduates of the new MSSc in Irish Migration Studies [taught at the Mellon Centre] . . . 
received their degrees from the new Vice-Chancellor of Queen’s University, Professor George Bain, in 
July 1998 . . .. Later in July, Professor Bain, with his wife Gwynneth, visited the Centre and the Folk 
Park and again met the new graduates, less formally this time over tea.” The report adds that “he was 
presented with a copy of The Hungry Stream and a folder of documents taken from the Emigration 
Database.” 

The Hungry Stream (1997) is a collection of essays on famine and emigration, edited by Margaret E. 
Crawford, with a foreword by Sir Peter Froggatt. Our thought at the time was that this book, together 
with the small selection of Bain-related documents from our Irish Emigration Database, might be of 
some help towards the phenomenal project that he had told us about: documenting his family history, 
which he had begun in the pre-digital 1970s. It is a truly “phenomenal” project because he has pursued 
not only the history of his father’s and mother’s families (the Bains and Bamfords) but also seven other 
of the families most closely related to them (the Boals, Bowies, Sayerses, Smarts, Stalkers, Wallaces, 
and Wilkies). The aim was to complete a grand set of nine, and this is now happily achieved with this 
final volume on the Bain family. 

In our experience, very few citizens even know the names of their eight great-grandparents, let alone 
have access to histories of their families. As Patricia Craig (referred to in the Preface) has explained in 
A Twisted Root: Ancestral Entanglements in Ireland, “like everyone else in the world, I have four great-
grandmothers. Unlike many people, though, I know their names” (p. 118). 

If it is a mark of distinction just to know their names, how much greater is it to have produced 
meticulously researched histories of six of their families! Until recently, we were both among those 
who don’t know the names of their eight great-grandparents. One of us knew only four of their family 
names. The other has a family tree diagram, filled in by his father at his birth in 1953, but the space 
for the name of one of his two maternal great-grandmothers is blank; and missing from the space for 
the other is her maiden name – an indication of how family history research rarely proves 
straightforward.  

The author of this volume certainly knows the names of all eight of his great-grandparents because he 
has not only completed the family histories of six of them (George Bain, Walter Bamford, Adam Boal, 
Alexander Smart, Caroline Bowie, and Elizabeth Wallace), but he has also established that not enough 
records survive to reconstruct the family histories of his other two great-grandmothers, Mary Strain 
(1855–1921) and Margaret Montgomery (1857/8-1935) – a reminder that many of our ancestors 
remain elusive. In part compensation for this gap, however, he has also devoted volumes to the Stalker 
and Wilkie families on his Bain side, and to the Sayers family on his Bamford side – back as far as the 
generation of his great-great-great-great-grandparents. 

But why does all this matter? It is important because we have a civic duty to learn as much as we can 
about our ancestors, particularly about our most immediate ancestors, as Fintan O’Toole has 
explained: “Genealogy is history made personal – it connects people through their individual genetic  
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past to the past of the communities they inhabit. And in a society that is struggling with 
interculturalism, the state should encourage genealogy as an exercise in political hygiene. It has a 
nasty habit of surprising people and making them realise they are not quite who they think they are. 
There are few more civilising experiences” (“Genealogy is about people, not profits”, Irish Times, 12 
April 2008). 

Certainly, the entanglements of all nine Bain-connected families, so skilfully disentangled by the 
author and presented as a world-encircling network, have surprised us and made us realise that we 
are not quite who we thought we were, and that we do not understand the place we live in quite as 
well as we thought we did. We were drawn into the Bain story, for example, by discovering that one 
of us lives next door to a house in Belfast built by one of George Bain’s great-grandfathers, and 
particularly in this volume by one migration story of the “notoriously migratory” Bain family (as 
described in the Preface): that of the author’s great-great-grandfather, who is given the Individual 
Number 1.3. This was William Bain (1822–83) who migrated between at least four places of residence 
in Scotland. Starting his career in Muthill as a “farm servant”, he ended it about twenty miles south in 
Alloa as a “journeyman brewer”, having married three times, fathered six children, and become 
stepfather to five more. For us it is particularly gratifying to note the way the author has adopted and 
applied our SDO3 “model” of migration (proposed in our book Migration in Irish History), not only in 
this case but throughout the Bain family history, as he explains (p. 58).  

Sensitivity to the migration story of each individual is the key – especially sensitivity to their sense of 
“home” in all their changes of place of residence. Many will have ancestors who, like William Bain, 
migrated from the countryside to the town – from work on a farm to work in a factory – but rarely is 
it possible to know such things with certainty. We can only guess if William Bain ever came to regard 
Alloa rather than Muthill as “home”, but at least we know from the author of this volume, 
contemplating the completion of his own migration story, that he still regards Winnipeg as “home”! 

The reader may or may not be genetically related to the Bain family any more closely than to any other 
members of the human family, but they will be engaged by finding points of connection – connections 
of time and place where the trajectories of interest to them, one way or another, intersect. The family 
historian who not only tabulates the genetic connections of the members of the family with their dates 
and places of birth, marriage, and death, but also tells their life stories as part of the local history of 
the places where they lived does a great public service in advancing our understanding of the world’s 
migration story. The “hungry stream” image, Margaret Crawford explained, was about “the 
outpouring not merely of people, but of a nation’s life blood”. We may dare to go a little further and 
say that the “stream” of the Bain family, like the streams of its eight related families, is a microcosm 
of the outpouring of the life blood of the global human family, and we may wish that future family and 
local historians throughout the world will benefit from the riches, and build on the fine example, of 
this phenomenal family history. 

Dr Brian Lambkin and Dr Patrick Fitzgerald 
The Mellon Centre for Migration Studies  
Ulster American Folk Park 
2 Mellon Rd 
Castletown 
Omagh 
Co Tyrone   BT78 5QU 
Northern Ireland 

30 November 2019  
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PREFACE 

 
The Bain family history has had a long gestation. I started my genealogical inquiries in 1972 by 
beginning to research my father’s family, which originated in Scotland, and my mother’s family, the 
Bamfords from Ulster. Over the years since then, my ancestral investigations led me to two more 
Ulster families – the Boals and Sayerses – and five more Scottish families: the Bowies, Smarts, Stalkers, 
Wallaces, and Wilkies. In each family, the related lines that descend from my first-known ancestor 
have been traced to the 18th Century. I have published a history of each of these families, and this 
volume completes the set. Map 3 shows the area of Ulster or Scotland in which these families were 
primarily located.  

The nine families traced are those of six of my great-grandparents (George Bain, 1855-1920; Walter 
Bamford, 1851-1925; Adam Boal, 1854-90;  Alexander Smart, 1852-1922; Caroline Bowie, 1858-1927; 
and Elizabeth Wallace, 1852-1936), and of the Stalker and Wilkie families on my father’s side, and the 
Sayers family on my mother’s. The records that might have enabled me to trace the families of my 
other two great-grandparents – Mary Strain (1855-1921) and Margaret Montgomery (1857/8-1934) – 
have, unfortunately, not survived. The diagram on the following page shows the relationship between 
these nine families. It also shows two other families: the Muils, whom I did not fully research (I 
inadvertently overlooked them until late in the day), and the Roberts family, whom I could not trace 
because relevant church records were destroyed during World War II. And, although I could have tried 
to trace the ancestry of my other great-great-grandparents, I doubt that I would ever have completed 
this project had I done so. 

Starting with the Scottish families, the Bowies are my great-great-great-great-grandfather’s family. 
The earliest Bowie ancestor to be traced was Thomas (b. c. 1769), whose son, also named Thomas 
(1800-64), married Caroline Stalker (1799-1868), my great-great-great-grandmother. Their daughter, 
my great-grandmother Caroline (1858-1927), married my great-grandfather George Bain (1855-1920). 
Their son Thomas (1888-1969) married Margaret Smart (1880-1915), who was the daughter of my 
great-grandparents Alexander Smart (1852-1922) and his wife Elizabeth Wallace (1852-1936), and the 
granddaughter of James Smart (1823-87) and Margaret Wilkie (c. 1821-91). 

My Scottish ancestors originated primarily in central and eastern Scotland: the Bowies and the Stalkers 
in Alloa and Sauchie in Clackmannanshire, and the Smarts and Wilkies in St Vigean’s and Kirriemuir in 
Angus (see Map 3, p. 91). The Wallaces came from Fettercairn in Kincardineshire, now part of the 
Aberdeenshire council area, on the northeastern coast. All five families came from humble beginnings, 
and many individuals in the earlier generations found employment in the main industries – textile 
mills, coal-mining and agriculture – that underpinned the local economies. Others worked in domestic 
service and in a range of manual and unskilled jobs. Several members of the Wallace and Smart 
families were employed in the tailoring trade. There was little upward social mobility until the second 
half of the 20th Century and the advent of (then) free university education, when members of these 
families, particularly the Smarts and the Wallaces, began to enter the professions. It is likely that the 
Muil family (see above) – Janet Muil (1837-1913) was my paternal great-great-grandmother – came 
from a similar social background. She was described as a “millworker” at her marriage, the daughter 
of a father who was a “shoemaker” and a “butcher”.  

My Scottish families had little or no history of emigration, with the notable exceptions of the Bains, 
and, to a lesser extent, the Smarts (my grandmother Margaret Smart emigrated to Canada; her elder 
brother Robert emigrated to Australia; and her niece Margaret Hampton emigrated to New Zealand).  
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xi 
 

There is evidence, however, of internal migration within Scotland as later generations moved – 
probably in search of more favourable employment opportunities – to the cities of Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Dundee, and Stirling.  

My father, George Alexander Bain (1913-2006; 1.3.3.4.1), married my mother, Margaret Ioleen 
Bamford (1904-1988; 1.3.3.4.1a), in Winnipeg in 1937. In contrast to the Scottish families, some of my 
mother’s ancestors enjoyed higher social standing. The Bamfords originated in Lancashire and came 
to Ireland during the Plantation of Ulster in the 17th Century. In the latter half of the 18th Century 
they were urban, skilled manual workers rather than, like most of those in my Scottish families, rural, 
agricultural labourers, and later Bamfords were to be found in business, the professions, and a range 
of skilled employment. Their history is that of a typical Ulster, lower middle class, Protestant, Unionist 
family. 

The Sayerses – my mother’s great-great-grandmother’s family – migrated to Ulster from Yorkshire in 
England during the Plantation of the early 17th Century. They were significant landowners and 
businessmen in Belfast in the late 18th and early 19th Centuries, although subsequent generations 
were less financially successful, and their antecedents’ land and property holdings were sold off in the 
late 19th Century.  

The Boals – my maternal grandmother’s family – also came to Ulster during the Plantation in the 17th 
Century, but their origins were in Scotland, in the parishes of Glasserton and Whithorn around Luce 
Bay in Wigtownshire. They have been traced to Co. Armagh in the mid-18th Century. In the mid-19th 
Century, they migrated to work in the linen mills of Ligoniel in the northwest outskirts of Belfast, and 
subsequently moved into the city itself. The Boals were geographically mobile: several moved to 
Scotland and Canada. Some were also upwardly socially mobile before World War II, and, with the 
expansion of higher education following the war, increasing numbers graduated from university and 
entered managerial and professional employment. The Boals have been traced back to my great-
great-great-great-grandfather James Bole (c. 1740-?), whose great-grandson Adam Boal (1854-90) and 
his wife Margaret Montgomery (1857/8-1934) were my mother’s grandparents.  

The intersection of my Scottish and Ulster ancestors through my parents’ marriage was the direct 
result of emigration. Although the Bains were by far the most migratory of the nine families, several 
of the Boals – notably the firebrand itinerant preacher Pastor Samuel Boal (1866-1922) – emigrated 
to Canada, as did two members of the Bamford family, my grandfather Sayers Bamford (1878-1937) 
and his brother John (1885-1956). Indeed, had Sayers Bamford not emigrated, my mother would not 
have met my father and I would not have been born. 

Amassing information on hundreds of ancestors over more than forty years can become highly 
mechanical, impersonal, and unenlightening without an analysis of the historical, economic, and social 
environments in which these individuals lived. It is this analysis that sheds light on the forces that 
shaped their beliefs and behaviours and brings these people to life. That is why in tracing my family 
trees I have generally stressed family history as much as genealogy. As Harvey has noted: 

Basically genealogy seeks to establish a descent from ancestors, a pedigree, while family 
history seeks to set that pedigree in its social and historical context. It will be obvious of course 
that the two are closely connected if not inseparable: there cannot be a context without a 
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pedigree, but it will be impossible to establish much of a pedigree without knowing something 
of the background of those concerned beyond bare dates of birth, marriage and death.1 

The historical context – and its economic, social, and political elements – has been particularly stressed 
in writing the history of the Bain family because it has been “notoriously migratory”, to use G. T. Bisset-
Smith’s phrase about the Scots more generally.2 As indicated above, the Bamfords, Boals, and Smarts 
were geographically mobile, but far less so than the Bains. As the following pages reveal, the Bains 
first migrated from central Europe to Scotland about two thousand years ago; then migrated internally 
within Scotland; then migrated externally from Scotland to Canada in a chain migration comprising 
fifteen adults and three children in the early years of the 20th Century; and then migrated internally 
within Canada, and to the United States. To explain why they made these many migrations requires 
considerable context.  

Indeed, I have come to believe that I was destined to write the history of the Bain family because I 
have been one of its most notoriously migratory members. Leaving aside a trip I made as a child in 
1945 with my mother to visit my father who was then serving with the Canadian Navy in Sydney, Nova 
Scotia, and my own travels when I served with the Navy in the late 1950s and early 1960s, I had never 
left Manitoba until I won a scholarship that took me to Oxford as a doctoral student in 1963. My 
intention was to stay there for three years and then return to Canada to become a lawyer and a 
politician. But my life did not work out as I had intended. I remained in the United Kingdom and 
pursued an academic career that took me from Oxford, to Manchester, to Warwickshire, to London, 
to Belfast and, now in retirement, to Glenavy in County Antrim. I have two more moves to make. 
Having turned eighty last year, I am in the process of moving to Glasgow to be closer to where my son 
and his family live. And after I die, my remains – as a descendant of canny Scots, I have instructed my 
executors to save money by sending only my ashes, not my body – will be interred in the family plot 
in Elmwood Cemetery in Winnipeg. Having been an unintended emigrant from Canada, I will in death 
become a returning migrant to Canada from the United Kingdom.  

Whether or not I was destined to write the Bain family history, I have nonetheless written it; and my 
training as a social scientist – particularly in economics, sociology and political science, with an overlay 
of economic and social history – has shaped how I have done so. The two themes that dominate the 
history are geographical mobility and social mobility: the extent to which the Bains migrated over the 
years from one location to another and, in doing so, moved up or down the social or class hierarchy.  

A demographer would have been more interested in discussing such topics as age at marriage, fertility, 
life expectancy and how these varied by location, occupation, and over time. Such matters are worth 
examining but not in this volume; to have analysed the mass of statistical data on these topics would 
have taken us too far away from the volume’s primary purpose of describing the history of the Bain 
family.  

 
1 Richard Harvey, “Genealogy and Family History”, Michael Dewe (ed.), Local Studies Collections: A Manual, II 
(Aldershot: Gowan, 1991), p. 173.  

2 “A Statistical Note on Birth Registration in Scotland Previous to 1855; suggested by Inquiries as to Verification 
of Birth for Old Age Pensions”, Journal of the Royal Statistical Society, LXXII, No. 3 (September 1909), pp. 618-
23. Also see Introduction, p. 60, n. 31. 
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If someone with a more literary background had written the history, she or he would have probably 
been much more interested in discussing, for example, the personal relationships between individuals. 
Such a task would have been difficult, however, because the source material for such an approach – 
particularly diaries and personal correspondence, which would not have existed for a working-class 
family like the Bains until after 1872 when compulsory education (and hence general literacy) was 
introduced in Scotland – has not survived. But the biographical notes about individual ancestors 
suggest that a more literary approach would have produced a fascinating document. Perhaps one of 
my descendants will follow the example of the Northern Irish writer Patricia Craig, who has written a 
brilliant account of her own family history going back to the 16th Century; it “is illustrative rather than 
genealogical”, containing “things that can’t altogether be verified”, and at times reads more like a 
historical novel than a history.3 I hope one or more of them will take this approach, and that many 
more of them will find this history of the Bains of interest.  

 
3 A Twisted Root: Ancestral Entanglements in Ireland (Belfast: Blackstaff, 2012), p. xvi. 
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CONVENTIONS 
 

The following conventions have been used in compiling this family history.  

Each member of the Bain family has been recorded using the d’Aboville System, a descending 
numbering method developed by Jacques d’Aboville in 1940. Descendants are assigned the number 
of their parent, followed by sequential numbers for the children. Spouses of direct descendants are 
denoted by the number of their partner, followed by a, b (if an individual marries twice), and so on. 
Stepchildren follow the line of their birth parent. The number of digits indicates the relevant 
generation. This system ensures that each individual has his or her own unique number. For 
example:   

1.3.3.4.1.1 George Sayers Bain (1939-; me; sixth generation)  
1.3.3.4.1 George Alexander Bain (1913-2006; my father)  
1.3.3.4  Thomas Bain (1888-1969; my grandfather) 
1.3.3  George Bain (1855-1920; my great-grandfather)  
1.3  William Bain (1822-83; my great-great-grandfather) 
1  George Bain (c. 1790-1829/30; my great-great-great-grandfather) 

In referring to “great great” antecedents or descendants, the number of “greats”, counting the first, 
is denoted by an ordinal number. For example: George Bain (c. 1790-1829/30) above is my third 
great- grandfather. 

Where a given name is italicised, this indicates the preferred name by which the individual was 
known; it may be a second or third name, pet name or abbreviation rather than that with which they 
were baptised.  

In instances where the notes to the genealogical tables in Section 4 of this volume use the present 
tense, they generally, but not always, refer to information that was available circa 2017-18, unless 
otherwise stated. Biographical notes have generally not been attached to the entries for children 
born after the early 1990s. Information in the notes was compiled as it became available over the 
years; they do not provide a coherent biography for any individual or an intelligible story of the 
family more generally. That is the purpose of the Introduction that follows the Acknowledgements. 
And, to keep footnotes to a minimum, where sources are provided in the notes for information that 
is repeated in the Introduction, the sources are not repeated there.  

One point that readers may find confusing is the duplication of individuals’ first (and second) names. 
Recurrent naming practices were once quite common in Scottish families because of the Scottish 
naming pattern, which was as follows: 

 Eldest son   named after       Father’s father 
 Eldest daughter              “        Mother’s mother 
 Second son              “        Mother’s father 
 Second daughter             “        Father’s mother 
 Third son              “        Father 
 Third daughter              “        Mother 
 Fourth son              “        Father’s oldest brother  
 Fourth daughter                                       “                                   Mother’s oldest sister 
 Fifth son             “                                    Mother’s oldest brother
 Fifth daughter             “                                    Father’s oldest sister 
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There were variations in the basic pattern and it began to break down in the latter part of the 19th 
Century; but it remained widespread enough that, as Finnegan notes, it resulted in “the same names 
echoing down the generations”.4 The first Bains whom I was able to trace were George Bain (1) and 
his wife Margaret Marshall (1a) and their names have been shared by multiple descendants. Indeed, 
when I was growing up in Winnipeg in the 1950s, there were three George Bains there who were 
related to me: my father (1.3.3.4.1), his cousin (1.3.3.7.1), and the cousin’s son (1.3.3.7.1.1). In the 
following pages there are eleven Georges (including me) as a first name and five as a second or third 
name; seven Margarets as a first name and four as a second name; and six Williams as a first name 
and nine as a second or third name. These figures would increase if the names of spouses, and of 
stepchildren and their descendants, were added. I have tried to make the reader’s task easier by 
using, where appropriate, pet names for Margaret (e.g., Maggie, Meg, Madge, and Peggy) and, 
where confusion is particularly likely to occur, repeating the d’Aboville number each time the name 
is mentioned.   

Readers should also note the following: 

 The Introduction is structured on the themes of location and migration, i.e., “Bains in 
Scotland”, “Bains in Canada”, etc. The Database (i.e., Section 4: Bain Family) and Bain Family 
Photographs are, however, structured sequentially, i.e., following direct lines of descent. 
 

 The descending lines of significant ancestral groups are differentiated in the Bain Family 
Database by a coding system using coloured margins, as follows: 

 

Margaret and Isabella Bain (1.3.5 and 1.3.6) – violet 
Janet Bain (1.3.3.1) – mauve 
William Bain (1.3.3.2) – mid blue 
Mary Bain (1.3.3.3) – green 
Tom Bain (1.3.3.4) – orange  
Frank Bain (1.3.3.5) – yellow 
James Bain (1.3.3.6) – light blue 
George Bain (1.3.3.7) – pink  

 These colours are also used in the Bain Family Tree.  

 In the Bain Family Photographs section, images of individuals are displayed first, followed by 
those of locations, institutions, and other items.  
 

 In relation to matters of linguistic style (e.g., capitalisation), the volume generally follows the 
protocols of The Chicago Manual of Style (seventeenth edition; Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 2017). 
 

 Where current values of historical monetary sums are given, these have been estimated 
using the Bank of Canada (for Canadian dollars), the US Federal Reserve Bank (for US 
dollars), and the Bank of England (for sterling) inflation calculators. The updated values 
estimated using the Bank of Canada and the US Federal Reserve Bank inflation calculators 
are for 2018 or 2019; those estimated using the Bank of England inflation calculator are for 
2018, the most recent year for which conversion to current values is available. All the figures 

                                                           
4 Ruth Finnegan, “The Study of the Past and the Responsibilities of the Historian”, John Godby (ed.), 
Communities and Families, vol. III of Studying Family and Community History: 19th and 20th Centuries 
(Cambridge: CUP in association with the Open University, 1994), p. 221; see also 
https://blog.findmypast.co.uk/traditional-scottish-naming patterns-2115646700.html; accessed 9 May 2019. 
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are approximations, particularly conversion estimates for Canadian dollars before 1914, the 
earliest year available for calculations using the Bank of Canada inflation calculator. 
Moreover, as these inflation calculators give estimates of the general rate of inflation over a 
particular period, current values are more indicative of a general amount than an exact 
figure. For example, specific items, such as house prices and wages, might have risen faster 
or slower than general inflation. Caution should therefore be exercised in drawing 
conclusions about the actual value of specific items when they have been updated, 
especially over a lengthy time span, by the general inflation rate. See https://www.meas 
uringworth.com/datasets/ukearncpi/#. 

 In the Introduction, the names of individuals in the line of descent are bolded and their 
genealogical numbers are given. The names of spouses and partners are not in bold. 

 Where street directories, such as Henderson’s Winnipeg Directory, are cited, the information 
listed was typically gathered approximately a year before the date of publication. 

 If an individual married more than once, all their marriages will be listed on their unique 
page (i. e., the page headed with their individual number). Only their first marriage is listed 
where they appear in the table on their parents’ page. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
IN THE BEGINNING 

 

Among the various themes that dominate the story of the Bain family, the most noteworthy is 
migration. This family history outlines the significant migration of my ancestors internally within 
Scotland and externally to Canada and the United States over the past two hundred years. But these 
movements were only the most recent in a trend that began thousands of years ago in central Europe, 
centuries before my ancestors adopted the Bain name.  

The most widely held theory suggests that Homo sapiens, modern humans, evolved out of Africa and 
reached Europe, via the Middle East and central Asia, about 50,000 years ago.1 Written records for 
this period do not exist, of course, but recent developments in DNA research, described by Dr Tyrone 
Bowes (see Section 7), now enable genetic matches prior to the appearance of surnames (about a 
thousand years ago in Britain) to be identified. Analysis of these genetic relatives, and the locations in 
which they appear, can reveal clues to a person’s early geographical origin.  

Numerous studies of the DNA of males, like me, with Gaelic Scottish or Irish origins, reveal that they 
share a common genetic paternal ancestor who lived between 2,000 and 2,800 years ago in the 
northern foothills of the Alps between the Moselle and Rhine Rivers. This region forms much of the 
modern borderlands between France and Germany and has been described as the “Celtic homeland”.2 
The Celts were a collection of tribes that shared, with local variations, similar languages, religious 
beliefs, customs, and practices. Proto-Celtic elements began to evolve in the Urnfield era (c. 1300-800 
BC), named for the custom of cremating the dead and placing their ashes in urns that were then buried 
in fields. But it was not until the Hallstatt era (c. 800-450 BC) – named after a lakeside village in the 
Austrian Salzkammergut southeast of Salzburg, where some 1,300 graves were found – that Celtic 
culture really began to develop. The Hallstatt era was followed by the La Tène era (c. 450 BC-the 
Roman conquest in 1 BC), named after La Tène on the north side of Lake Neuchâtel in Switzerland, 
where thousands of Celtic artefacts characteristic of this era were found deposited in the lake. 

Some of the Celts living in central Europe during the Hallstatt and La Tène periods migrated to Britain. 
I have a distant shared paternal ancestry with these Celtic “Ancient Britons”, whose genetic signature 
predominates in today’s English population in western England from Cornwall to Lancashire. My 
closest genetic relatives, however, are found not among the Ancient Britons who began arriving in 
Britain from about 800 BC onwards but among those who arrived about 2,000 years ago and ended 
up between the Firth of Clyde and the Firth of Forth. Why did they migrate there from central Europe?  

 
1 See Jean Manco, Ancestral Journeys:  The Peopling of Europe from the First Venturers to the Vikings (London: 
Thames & Hudson, 2015), especially pp. 49-52. For an authoritative and readable account of DNA research and 
its contribution to the study of human development, see David Reich, Who We Are and How We Got Here 
(Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 2018).  

2 For a readable introduction to Celtic history and culture, see Frank Delaney, The Celts (London: HarperCollins, 
1986); and Venceslas Kruta, Celts (New York: Hachette, 2005). Scholars contest many aspects of Celtic history, 
however, and advances in archaeological research and DNA testing are continually causing received wisdom in 
this area to be revised.  
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The Celts were fierce and feared fighters, and they eventually controlled most of Europe north of the 
Alps. Their supremacy and the La Tène era were ended, however, by the increasing military strength 
of the Roman Empire and its defeat of the Celts in a series of battles over a century or more. In the 
Battle of Vosges in 58 BC, Julius Caesar conquered the area where my paternal ancestors lived 
between the Moselle and the Rhine Rivers. The Celtic survivors who were not enslaved then faced a 
stark choice: assimilate or flee. Those who chose to flee could not go west or south as these areas 
were controlled by the Romans; nor could they go east as this area was occupied by the Germanic 
tribes, an ethnolinguistic group of northern European origin identified by Roman-era authors as 
distinct from the Celts.3 Their only option (see Map 1, p. 89) was to follow the Rhine north ahead of 
the Roman advance and go into exile in Britain. By the time they arrived there, these exiled Celts were 
probably quite distinct from their distant Ancient Briton cousins who had migrated there about 800 
years earlier, with the Ancient Britons speaking what would eventually become the Welsh language 
and the more recent arrivals speaking what would eventually evolve into Scottish and Irish Gaelic. 

DNA evidence confirms that an exodus to Britain from the Celtic homeland between the Moselle and 
Rhine Rivers did occur about 2,000 years ago, and my DNA signature suggests that my genetic 
ancestors were part of this exodus. They probably arrived in Kent, sometime between 58 BC and 55/54 
BC, when the Roman army led by Julius Caesar invaded Britain, or at least by 43 AD, when the conquest 
of Britain was begun by four Roman legions under Emperor Claudius. 

Over the next century or so, the advancing Roman army propelled my genetic ancestors north beyond 
where the conquerors would begin building Hadrian’s Wall in 122 AD – from the banks of the River 
Tyne near the North Sea to the Solway Firth on the Irish Sea – and then one hundred miles further 
north beyond where in 142 AD they would begin building the Antonine Wall, the northwest frontier 
of the Roman Empire, between the Firths of Clyde and Forth.4 My genetic ancestors finally settled in 
central Scotland, free from Roman persecution, in areas close to Stirlingshire, which Dr Bowes has 
identified as my Paternal Ancestral Genetic Homeland (see Section 6). They became integrated into 
Pictish society and eventually developed into the Scottish Gaels who shaped the modern identity of 
Scotland and lived in central Scotland for many hundreds of years prior to the appearance of 
surnames.5

One striking feature of my DNA matches is the high number of individuals with ancestral links with the 
southwest of Ireland. According to Dr Bowes, the southwest Irish Celts were a branch that split from 
my Celtic line soon after their arrival in Scotland, choosing refuge in Ireland rather than above the 
Firths of Forth and Clyde.6 Some of my ancestors might have migrated between Scotland and Ireland, 
but this cannot be proven. In his study of the Bain clan, Alfred John Lawrence traces some early Bains 
in Scotland to the High Kings of Ireland, but there is no evidence that my branch of the family is in this 
line of descent.7

3 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germanic_peoples; accessed 6 May 2019. 
4 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonine_Wall; and https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadrian%27s_Wall; accessed 1 

May 2019. 

5 David Hey, Family Names and Family History (London: Hambledon & London, 2000). 
6 See https://www.irishorigenes.com/content/origin-irish-and-scottish-gaels-revealed-their-dna; accessed 1 May 

2019. 
7 The Clan Bain with Its Ancestral and Related Scottish Clans (Inverness: Highland Printers, 1963). 
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Although I have no apparent direct blood connection with the Bains traced in Lawrence’s work, my 
ancestors might nonetheless have been part of the Bain clan, which is a sept or branch of the 
Clan Mackay.8 Clans are kinship groups among the Scottish people, often identified by their own 
coats of arms, mottos and tartans. A common misconception is that every person who bears a 
clan's name is a lineal descendant of the first clan chief; but this is often not the case. Over the 
centuries, many members of a clan might have taken the chief's surname as their own either to 
show solidarity or for protection. Indeed, many clan members were tenants or servants of the chief.  

The origin of the Bain name is unclear, but it is generally believed to derive from the Scottish Gaelic 
nickname for a fair-haired person – bàn, meaning “white”. It is a common name in the Scottish 
Highlands. It was first recorded in Perth in 1324. It is also found as a reduced form of McBain.9 

BAINS IN SCOTLAND 

The analysis of my Y-DNA results, together with that of surnames in 19th Century Census-of-
Population data, indicates that the Bains from whom I descend have lived in central Scotland, 
particularly in the Stirlingshire area, for more than one thousand years. The first Bain that I can 
definitively claim as an ancestor, however, is George Bain (c. 1790-1829/30; 1), who lived in the village 
of Muthill and seems to have been primarily a butcher but is also described as a “general labourer”.  

Around 1812-14, he married Margaret Marshall (c. 1792/3-1851/4; 1a), a cotton-yarn winder born in 
Auchterarder, and they had four children: Alexander (1814-?; 1.1), about whom nothing more is 
known; Margaret (1818-93; 1.2), who was an “unmarried, pauper, lunatic from birth”; William (1822-
83; 1.3), who is dealt with below; and Mary (1830-?; 1.4), about whom nothing more is known except 
that she was born after her father died and was listed with her mother and her sister in the 1841 
Census of Population.  

William Bain (1.3) 

William Bain was born in 1822 in Muthill and died in Alloa in 1883 aged 61. He married three times. 
His first marriage was to Jean Keron (1827-1853; 1.3a), who was born and lived in Blackford. Their first 
child, Catherine (1847-1881; 1.3.1), was born in October 1847 prior to their marriage in November 
1848, and in March 1848 the Moderator of the Church admonished them for the sin of fornication. A 
second child, William (c. 1850-1916; 1.3.2), was born in Menstrie.  

Jean Keron died in December 1853 and in November 1854 William married Isabella McDonald (c. 
1824-63; 1.3b) in Culross, a village on the Firth of Forth. They had four children: George (1855-1920; 
1.3.3), Helen (1857-1943; 1.3.4), Margaret (Maggie; 1860-1925; 1.3.5); and Isabella (1863-1930; 
1.3.6).  

8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_clan; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bain_family; accessed 1 May 2019. 

9 George F. Black, The Surnames of Scotland (Edinburgh: Birlinn, 1993), p. 42; originally published by Cromwell 
Press, Melksham, Wiltshire for the New York Public Library, 1946. 
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Isabella McDonald died in December 1863 and in April 1865 William married Jane (Jean) Dawson 
(1821-98; 1.3c), a widow living in Alloa. She brought five children, ranging in age from 4 to 19 (see 
below), into her marriage with William.  

William was initially a farm servant and an agricultural labourer. He remained in agriculture until 
around 1857-60, when he moved to Alloa, where he became a “pottery labourer”. From around 1861 
onwards, he worked in the brewing industry in Alloa in a variety of roles, including “engine man”, 
“cellarman” and “brewer, journeyman”.  

While in Alloa he and his family lived on Izatt Street, in accommodation comprising two rooms with 
one or more windows, and then at 39 Bank Street. From at least 1881, he lived at the Stirling District 
Lunatic Asylum at Larbert, where he died. Since his sister Margaret (1.2) was a “lunatic from birth”, 
perhaps some form of mental illness afflicted the family in these years; or he may have simply suffered 
from dementia as he got older. 

William might have ended his days in a lunatic asylum, but before then he led a full and active life. He 
rose from being an agricultural labourer to a journeyman brewer, and, in doing so, moved home 
several times. He married three times, fathered six children, and became the stepfather to five more. 
His daughters Maggie (1.3.5) and Isabella (1.3.6) emigrated to Canada and are considered later with 
the next generation of Bains, several of whom also emigrated to Canada. The other children are dealt 
with below.  

 

Catherine Bain (1.3.1) 

Catherine Bain was born in Blackford in 1847, before her parents’ marriage in 1848, and died in 
Glasgow in 1881, aged 33, of tuberculosis. She was a wool mill worker. In 1870 she married Peter 
McDonald (1843-1916; 1.3.1a), a railway pointsman and signalman, and they had three children: 
Ronald McDonald (1871-?; 1.3.1.1), who in 1891 was an unmarried, auxiliary postman; William 
McDonald (1872-?; 1.3.1.2), who in 1891 was an unmarried, boiler mounter apprentice; and Jessie 
McDonald (1874-86; 1.3.1.3), who died aged 11.   

 

William Bain (1.3.2) 

William Bain was born c. 1850 in Menstrie and died in Alloa in 1916 aged 65. He was employed as a 
cooper in the brewing industry in Alloa. In 1874 he married Elizabeth Hall Kennedy (1853-1937; 
1.3.2a), an “office keeper”. They lived for most of their married life in a three-room dwelling at 40 
Broad Street, Alloa. They had six children: Mary, William, Elizabeth, James, Kennedy, and Cairns. 

Mary Drummond Bain (1874-1950; 1.3.2.1) was born in Alloa and died in Peebles aged 75. She was a 
dressmaker. In 1897 she married James Bell Jenkins (1873-1949; 1.3.2.1a), a journalist; they had no 
children. She left an estate of £4,605, worth about £155,000 in 2018 values. 

William Bain (1876-?; 1.3.2.2) was a factory worker in 1891 and an unmarried ornamental iron fitter 
in 1901. He is not listed in the 1911 Census of Population. He seems to have remained a bachelor; his 
death could not be traced in Scotland. He probably emigrated.  

Elizabeth (Lizzie) Bain (1881-1961; 1.3.2.3) was born in Alloa and died in Peebles aged 79. She was a 
spinster and, like her sister Mary, in whose home she resided for many years, a dressmaker. 
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James Kennedy Bain (1884-1964; 1.3.2.4) was born in Alloa and in the 1901 Census of Population is 
listed as a civil engineer. His marriage, if any, could not be traced in Scotland. He emigrated to Australia 
and died in Brunswick, Victoria aged 80.  

Kennedy Bain (1889-92; 1.3.2.5) was born in Alloa and died there aged 2. 

Cairns Bain (1889-1917; 1.3.2.6) was born in Alloa. At the 1911 Census of Population, he was a 
postman and was living with his parents and sister Elizabeth at 42 Broad Street, Alloa. He enlisted on 
7 December 1915 as a Private in the 2nd Battalion, Royal Scots Regiment. He was killed in France on 3 
May 1917 and has no known grave. His name is listed on the War Memorial in Alloa; on the Arras 
Memorial in the Faubourg-d’Amiens Cemetery (Panel 2), which is on the Boulevard du General de 
Gaulle in the western part of the town of Arras; and on the family gravestone in Greenside Cemetery, 
Alloa. 

George Bain (1.3.3) 

George Bain (see photographs in Section 5) was born in Bridgeton in the Parish of Culross in 1855 and 
died in Alloa in 1920 aged 64. He was a stonemason who became a “clerk of works” towards the end 
of his career. He was illiterate in 1883, when he signed his son William’s birth certificate with a cross, 
but he signed his name on the birth certificates of some of his later children. Like many Scots at this 
time, he learned to write as an adult. Although at least two of his children attended the Alloa Episcopal 
School, he was a Presbyterian and for a time was an elder of the local Presbyterian Church. He left the 
Church, however, after it refused to admit him one Sunday because he was barefoot, having had to 
pawn his shoes because he was short of money.  

In 1881, when he was living on Broad Street, Alloa, he married Caroline Bowie (1858-1927; 1.3.3a; 
see photograph in Section 5), a wool winder and millworker living with her parents at 21 High 
Street, Alloa. During their married lives, they lived at a succession of addresses in Alloa, 
including Castle Street, 21 High Street, Broad Street, a three-room dwelling on Sunnyside Road, 
Balfour Street, and 52 Shaftesbury Street.  

They had seven children: Janet (1876-1935; 1.3.3.1), William (1883-1965; 1.3.3.2), Mary (1885-1969; 
1.3.3.3), Thomas (1888-1969; 1.3.3.4), Frank (1891-1940; 1.3.3.5); James (1893-1953;1.3.3.6), and 
George (1895-1972; 1.3.3.7). Following the death of their daughter-in-law Margaret (1.3.3.4a), the 
wife of their son Thomas (see below), both of whom had emigrated to Canada, Tom and Margaret’s 
children – George (1913-2006; 1.3.3.4.1) and Margaret (Peggy; 1915-2002; 1.3.3.4.2) – came from 
Canada in 1917 to live with them in Alloa. Peggy had very happy memories of the years she spent with 
them.  

We were the “Bairns” and became quite spoiled. Our grandpa was a man of set habits – up 
every A.M. at a set time, made breakfast – took grannie Bain a cup of tea in her bed. Took a 
long walk every Sunday morning and took us along with him (mainly with George I think). He 
was very highly respected by his family and his neighbours. He brooked no disobedience. . .. 
Grannie Bain was very deaf . . . but I recall her with great love for the care she took of these 
two children from Canada, and so many relations took us into their hearts and affections.  

The respect he was held in by family and friends is indicated by the acknowledgement that his wife 
placed in the local paper following his death giving “sincere thanks for letters of sympathy and floral 
tributes” the family had received “in their recent sad bereavement”.  
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In 1923 Caroline Bowie brought the two grandchildren back to Canada to live with their father (and 
his second wife) in Winnipeg. After delivering her grandchildren, she went to live with her daughter 
Mary and her husband Alex Scott (1.3.3.3a), who had also emigrated to Winnipeg. She died in 1927 
aged 69 while she was visiting her son George (1.3.3.7) and his family in London, Ontario, to which 
they had emigrated a few years earlier. 

In fact, six of George Bain and Caroline Bowie’s children emigrated to Canada. The only one to remain 
in Scotland was the oldest, Janet. She is discussed immediately below; the other six are considered 
later with the Canadian and American Bains. 

Janet Muil Bain (1.3.3.1; see photographs in Section 5) was born in 1876 in Alloa and died there in 
1935 aged 59. She was illegitimate: her parents, George Bain (1.3.3) and Caroline Bowie (1.3.3a), did 
not marry until 1881, four-and-half years after her birth; before then, Janet seems to have lived with 
her mother and her maternal grandparents – Thomas Bowie (c. 1832-83) and Janet Muil (1837-1913) 
– at 21 High Street, Alloa.    

In 1900, Janet – who then lived on Sunnyside Road, Alloa – married John Simpson Reid (1875-1925; 
1.3.3.1a; see photograph in Section 5), who was a “stevedore” living on Broad Street, Alloa. According 
to the 1901 and 1911 Census of Population, the birth certificates of his children, and the death 
certificate of his wife, he remained in this or related occupations – “woodyard manager and 
stevedore”, “wood yard manager”, “colliery wood yard manager”, “wood yard foreman”, “manager, 
timber merchant” – for the rest of his life. His granddaughter, Wynne McGawn (1.3.3.1.1.1) states that 
he “owned a wood yard at South Alloa where he imported wood from Scandinavia and sold it to the 
local mine owners as pit props”; that “the family seems to have been in comfortable circumstances”; 
and that John Reid was an “espouser of good causes, especially first-aid work”, and was an 
“enthusiastic Mason and a Rechabite”, a friendly society whose members had sworn to abstain from 
drinking alcohol.     

Janet and her family lived in a three-room dwelling at 193 Greenfield Street, Alloa at the 1901 Census 
of Population and continued to live there until around 1903. They then lived at 16 Forth Street, Alloa 
between roughly 1904 and 1915, and at 60 Shaftesbury Street, Alloa from 1915 until Janet died in 
1935. 

Janet, like many of the Bains, was very deaf. She was also a semi-invalid who, among other things, was 
unable to look after her youngest child John (Iain). Although she was a strict parent, her son Eddie said 
he had a happy childhood, and her brother George Bain (1.3.3.7) “always spoke of her with great 
affection”. 

Janet and John Reid had four children: Edwin, George, Carolina, and John (Iain). 

Edwin (Eddie) Simpson Reid (1901-84; 1.3.3.1.1; see photographs in Section 5) at the 1911 
Census of Population was a “scholar” living with his maternal grandparents, George and 
Caroline Bain (1.3.3 and 1.3.3a), at 52 Shaftesbury Street, Alloa. After leaving school, he 
became an apprentice engineer with Harland Engineering Company, the marine engineers in 
Alloa, and subsequently worked as a journeyman with John Brown on Clydebank. He moved 
to Tranent, East Lothian in 1919 as a foreman motor mechanic with the local Co-operative 
Society, a role he continued when he moved to the West Calder Co-operative Society. He was 
promoted transport manager of this Society around 1956 and retired early in 1962 because 
of ill health.  
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Although he inadvertently caused a demarcation dispute when he worked at John Brown, he 
was a life-long supporter of the Labour Party and, according to his daughter Wynne, talked of 
having met James Maxton and some of the other Red Clydesiders.10  Her father also took her 
and her brother Iain to the Miners’ Gala in Edinburgh every year and her “one abiding memory 
is hearing Paul Robeson sing live at one of those days”. He was elected a Labour County 
Councillor and became Vice-Convenor of the old Midlothian County Council. He was also an 
Elder and Roll Keeper of his local parish church, the West Kirk of Calder.  

In 1929 he married Helen (Nellie) Donaldson Nisbet (1908-1930; 1.3.3.1.1a; see photographs 
in Section 5), a “househelp”. At that time, they were both living on Main Street, Elphinstone 
and he was working for the East Lothian Co-operative Society. She died a year later of 
tuberculosis. Ten years after her death, he married Jane (Jean) Thomson Findlay (1917-72; 
1.3.3.1.1b), a “shop assistant” at the West Calder Co-operative Society who later became the 
manageress of its bakery. He (and his wife for some of these years) lived at 9 Young Street, 
West Calder between 1936 and 1963; Rose Cottage, 25 Kirkgate, West Calder between 1963 
and 1977; and 22 Stewart Court, West Calder between 1977 and 1984. They had two children: 
Wynne and Iain. 

Wynne Marion Margaret Reid (1946-; 1.3.3.1.1.1; see photograph in Section 5) 
attended West Calder High School and, after a short-term job with the Church of 
Scotland in Edinburgh, joined the civil service and held positions in the Telephone 
Manager’s Office, the Exchequer Office in Edinburgh, and the Department of Health 
and Social Security in Bathgate, West Lothian, and Edinburgh. Following her marriage, 
she left the civil service to accompany her husband on his various postings with the 
army but returned in 1991 as a civil administration clerk with the Tidworth and Bulford 
Garrison Support Unit. She retired in 2006. 

In 1976 Wynne married Thomas (Tam) Murdoch McGawn (1947-2006; 1.3.3.1.1.1a), 
who after completing his apprenticeship as a caulker, welder and plater with Babcock 
and Wilcox of Renfrew, and service with the Territorial Army, joined the Royal 
Highland Fusiliers (Princess Margaret’s Own Glasgow and Ayrshire Regiment). He 
served in Bulford, Singapore, Edinburgh, Hemer (Germany), Warminster, Berlin, 
Cambridge, and Northern Ireland (where he completed six operational tours). He was 
an excellent shot, competed regularly at Bisley, was Berlin Brigade Champion at Arms 
in 1986, and a member of the winning Nissan team that represented Britain in 
Germany in 1972. He retired from the army in 1994 after twenty-five years’ service, 
having reached the rank of Sergeant, with General Service, Long Service, Accumulated 
Campaign Service and Good Conduct Medals. He then became a Civil Security Officer 
with the Ministry of Defence in Wiltshire. 

Wynne and Tam had a daughter, Lynsey Jane Marion McGawn (1981-; 1.3.3.1.1.1.1), 
a disclosures officer assisting the Special Investigation Branch of the Military Police. 
She has a son Jaime Keiron Lee McGawn (2004-; 1.3.3.1.1.1.1.1) from a relationship 
with Alex Keith Jameson (?; 1.3.3.1.1.1.1a), a former soldier. In 2008 she married 
Daniel Jones (1981-; 1.3.3.1.1.1.1b), a soldier who served in Kosovo, Iraq, and 

 
10 Red Clydeside is the era of political radicalism, roughly from the 1910s to the 1930s, that characterised the 
City of Glasgow and the urban areas surrounding it on the banks of the Clyde. See Iain McLean, The Legend of 
Red Clydeside (Edinburgh: Birlinn, 1983); and William Gallacher, Revolt on the Clyde: The Classic Autobiography 
of Red Clydeside (new edition; London: Lawrence & Wishart, 2017). 
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Afghanistan, and they have a daughter, Olivia Grace Jones (2009-; 1.3.3.1.1.1.1.2); 
Lynsey and Daniel separated in 2015.  

Iain Andrew Simpson Reid (1952-c. 2009; 1.3.3.1.1.2; see photograph in Section 5) 
attended West Calder High School, served an apprenticeship as an electrical winder, 
and started a business installing burglar alarms. He subsequently developed multiple 
sclerosis and was later confined to a wheelchair. In 1975 he married Irene Smith 
(1950-; 1.3.3.1.1.2a), but they separated. They had a son, Steven Reid (1977-; 
1.3.3.1.1.2.1), who served an apprenticeship as a pattern maker with Tarmac. 

George Bain Reid (1904-36; 1.3.3.1.2; see photograph in Section 5) was an “electrician 
journeyman” who died aged 31 of heart failure. He was an active member of the YMCA. 

Carolina (Carrie) Bowie Reid (1908-59; 1.3.3.1.3; see photographs in Section 5) was described 
as an “engineering estimator” living at 17 Dirleton Gardens, Alloa at her marriage aged 43 to 
John McArthur Marshall (1904-85; 1.3.3.1.3a), a “mining engineer”, in 1951. According to her 
niece, Wynne McGawn (1.3.3.1.1.1), however, Carrie seems to have spent most of her working 
life looking after her sickly mother Janet Bain (1.3.3.1) and, following her death, living off the 
inheritance she received from her mother’s estate and keeping house for her brother Eddie.   

John (Iain) Simpson Reid (1915-34; 1.3.3.1.4; see photographs in Section 5) was an 
accomplished young man who died aged 18. He won a scholarship to the prestigious private 
school, Dollar Academy, where in 1931 he passed the Scottish Higher Leaving Certificates in 
English, French, Latin, history, geography, mathematics, science, and art. He played rugby and 
cricket for Dollar Academy and was picked to play county cricket for Clackmannanshire. He 
was also a gifted violinist and received a certificate from the Glasgow School of Music.  

 

Helen (Ellen) Bain (1.3.4) 

Helen Bain was born in Bridgeton in the Parish of Culross in 1857 and died in Glasgow in 1943 aged 
85. She is described as a “sewing machine girl” in the 1871 Census of Population, and by the 1881 
Census she had become a domestic servant for James Maxton, the husband of her stepsister Margaret 
Henderson (1.3c.2a). At the 1891 Census of Population, she was a “cook” living and working at 3 
Hamilton Terrace East, Hillhead, Glasgow; and at the 1901 and 1911 Census of Population, she was 
living at 6 South Park Terrace, Hillhead, Glasgow and working as a “cook” for the Templeton family. 
Her address in 1926 was care of Miss Campbell, 10 Wilton Mansion, Kelvinside, Glasgow. Her usual 
residence at her death was 25 Chirnside Road, Glasgow. Her will, signed on 30 August 1940, 
bequeathed her entire estate – which amounted to £1,032 8s 6d, equivalent to approximately £46,000 
in 2018 values – to her nephew, Robert William McIntosh (1.3.5.3) of Orillia, Ontario, the son of her 
sister Maggie Bain (1.3.5). She never married. She is buried, together with her sister Margaret and her 
family, in the Western Necropolis in Glasgow.  

 

Children of Jane Bain, previously Henderson, née Dawson (1.3c) 

Jane Bain (née Dawson) was born in Alloa in 1821 and died in Menstrie in 1898 aged 75. Prior to her 
marriage to William Bain, she was married to William Henderson, an engineer, who died c. 1854. From 
at least 1881, she was the “matron” of the Fever Hospital in Alloa. She brought five children into her 
marriage with William Bain: Jane, Margaret, Alexander, Wilhelmina, and Mary.  
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Jane (Jeanie) Henderson (1845-1916; 1.3c.1) was a dressmaker and later a domestic servant. She had 
an illegitimate child, Alexander Robert Henderson (1878-?; 1.3c.1.1), who was initially a manager in a 
baking factory but was a marine engineer in the Merchant Service by the time of his marriage in 1904 
to Catherine Fairweather Mitchell (1878-?; 1.3c.1.1a), a dressmaker. Following Jane’s marriage to 
Robert Wilson (1840-1911; 1.3c.1a), a gardener, she had two more children: George Wilson (1887-
1901; 1.3c.1.2), and Robert William Wilson (1891-?; 1.3c.1.3). 

Margaret Henderson (1847-1911; 1.3c.2) was initially a millworker but by the time of her marriage in 
1873 to her second cousin James Maxton (1836-1902; 1.3c.2a), a widowed draper living in Stirling, she 
was a domestic servant.  

James Maxton was previously married to Margaret Lees (1840-1869), a “forewoman”, and they had 
four children: Robert (1865-1866; 1.3c.2a.1); James (1866-?; 1.3c.2a.2), a married gas engineer who 
seems to have left Scotland sometime between 1891 and 1901; Jane Lucas (1868-1932; 1.3c.2a.3), a 
draper’s assistant, who in 1892 married Robert Alston (1871-1923; 1.3c.2a.3a), a grocer’s assistant, 
with whom she had three children, some of whom had descendants; and Robert (1869-1937; 
1.3c.2a.4), a draper’s assistant who became a commercial traveller and married Harriet Bradley 
(1.3c.2a.4a), about whom nothing is known. 

Margaret Henderson and James Maxton had ten children. Three of them died in infancy: Charles 
Maxton (b. 1884; 1.3c.2.7), Benjamin Maxton (b. 1885; 1.3c.2.8), and Alexandrina Maxton (b. 1889; 
1.3c.2.10). Neither the marriage nor death of three of them – Margaret Maxton (1876-?; 1.3c.2.3), a 
dressmaker; Marjory Maxton (1878-?; 1.3c.2.4), a milliner; and Alexander Maxton (1880-?; 1.3c.2.5), 
a postman –  could be traced in Scotland. One – Mary (1875-1944; 1.3c.2.2) who was initially a 
dressmaker, then a drapery saleswoman, and finally a “charity collector” – remained a spinster. And 
three of them married – William Maxton (1873-1937; 1.3c.2.1), a draper; John Maxton (1881-1964; 
1.3c.2.6), a postman; and Wilhelmina Maxton (1887-1962; 1.3c.2.9), a telephone operator – and all 
but William left descendants.  

Alexander Henderson (1849-75; 1.3c.3), an engineer, married Isabella Murray (c. 1851-1909; 1.3c.3a) 
in 1873. They had one child, William Henderson (1874-?; 1.3c.3.1), a blacksmith. 

Wilhelmina Henderson (1854-?; 1.3c.4), a servant, probably remained a spinster. 

Mary Robina Dawson (1860-?; 1.3c.5), an illegitimate daughter of Jean Dawson, was born after her 
mother’s first husband, William Henderson, died. She was a servant who seems to have remained a 
spinster. 

 

BAINS IN CANADA 
 

Eight of the Bains mentioned above emigrated to Canada, but they were from two successive 
generations. Two of them were daughters of William Bain (1822-83; 1.3): Maggie (1860-1925; 1.3.5), 
and Isabella (1863-1930; 1.3.6). Six of them were William’s grandchildren, the children of his son 
George (1855-1920; 1.3.3): William (1883-1965; 1.3.3.2), Mary (1885-1969; 1.3.3.3), Thomas (1888-
1969; 1.3.3.4), Frank (1891-1940; 1.3.3.5), James (1893-1953; 1.3.3.6), and George (1895-1972; 
1.3.3.7). Shortly after arriving in Canada, Frank and James re-emigrated to the United States; they are 
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dealt with in the next section of the Introduction. All the others remained in Canada and are 
considered immediately below. 

Margaret (Maggie) Bain (1.3.5) 

Margaret (Maggie) Bain was born in Alloa in 1860 and died in Winnipeg in 1925 aged 65. She was a 
domestic servant in 1886 when she married Archibald McIntosh (1862-1946; 1.3.5a). He was born in 
Wick, Caithness but by the 1881 Census of Population, aged 18, he was a “joiner” lodging at 155 
Henderson Street, Kelvin, Glasgow. He is described as a “journeyman joiner” at his marriage, a 
“journeyman house joiner” in the 1891 and 1901 Census of Population, and a “joiner, employer” in 
the 1911 Census of Population. 

Maggie and Archibald had four children, all born in Glasgow: Isabella Marion McIntosh (1887-96; 
1.3.5.1), Margaret McIntosh (1890-1927; 1.3.5.2), Robert William McIntosh (1892-1964; 
1.3.5.3), and Archibald Bain McIntosh (1894-96; 1.3.5.4). Isabella died aged 8 and Archibald before 
he was 2, within ten days of each other, of measles. Margaret and Robert reached maturity and, 
like their parents, emigrated to Canada. At the 1891 and 1901 Census of Population, the family 
were living in a three windowed-room dwelling at 31 Bank Street, Hillhead, Glasgow (see 
photograph in Section 5); by the 1911 Census of Population, they had moved to a four-windowed 
room dwelling at 24 Gibson Street in Hillhead.  

Archibald Sr was the first in the family to emigrate, sailing second class from Glasgow and Moville, 
Ireland on 27 April 1910 aboard the S.S. Parisian, arriving at Halifax on 7 May en route to Winnipeg. 
His entry in the ship’s manifest indicates, among other things, that he was Presbyterian and that the 
“British Bonus”, a commission paid by the Canadian government to booking agents in the United 
Kingdom for each suitable immigrant they signed up for passage to Canada, was allowed. His son 
Robert was the second to emigrate, sailing second class from Glasgow on 12 August 1911 and the 
following day from Londonderry, aboard the S.S. Ionian, arriving at Quebec on 20 August en route to 
Toronto. Robert’s sister Margaret was the third to emigrate, sailing second class from Liverpool on 5 
January 1912 aboard the S.S. Hesperian (see photograph in Section 5), arriving at Halifax on 15 January 
en route to Thornhill, Ontario, where her brother was then living (see below). Her father returned to 
Scotland in February 1911 – sailing probably steerage class on the S.S. Hesperian from Halifax, Nova 
Scotia – to wind up his affairs in Scotland and to bring his wife Maggie to Canada. The two of them 
sailed steerage from Glasgow on 22 June 1912 aboard the S.S. Hesperian, arriving at Quebec on 30 
June; he was en route to Winnipeg, while she was en route to Toronto, presumably to visit her son 
and daughter in Thornhill before joining her husband in Winnipeg. Hence, over a period of two years, 
the entire family had left Scotland for Canada, the parents aged 50 and 52, the children aged 19 and 
21.  

When Archibald McIntosh arrived in Winnipeg in 1910 he worked as a carpenter and roomed at 57 
Dagmar Street in the central area of the city, where he was joined by his younger relatives Alexander 
Scott (1.3.3.3a), and Frank (1.3.3.5) and William (1.3.3.2) Bain. After his wife joined him, they lived on 
Bannerman Avenue (in the district of West Kildonan) for four years, Walker Avenue (in the district of 
Fort Rouge) for two years, and Harvard Street (in what was then the nearby town of Transcona) for 
about five years. Several of his residences were in Fort Rouge and Transcona probably because he was 
employed, for at least a few years, as a carpenter by Canadian National Railways (CNR) and that is 
where its repair shops and yards were located. 
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Maggie Bain died on 25 June 1925 when she and her husband were living in Transcona. She was 
initially buried in Brookside Cemetery in Winnipeg. But Archibald, no doubt following his wife’s wishes, 
brought her remains back to Glasgow to be reunited in the Western Necropolis with those of their 
young children, Isabella and Archibald, who had died of measles in 1896. He sailed third class on the 
S.S. Letitia from Montreal to Glasgow, arriving there on 5 June 1926. Her remains were interred in the 
Western Necropolis on 8 June 1926, and he returned from Glasgow aboard the S.S. Athenia on 25 June 
1926, arriving in Quebec on 4 July 1926.  

Following his wife’s death, Archibald is listed in the Winnipeg Directory as living at his daughter’s home 
at 259 Clare Avenue, and, following her death in 1927, as living at other addresses in and around the 
Fort Rouge area until 1936-37, after which he is no longer listed in the Winnipeg Directory. He was 75 
in 1936-37, and in that year he moved to Ontario to be closer to where his son Robert (1.3.5.3) and 
his wife lived. Archibald died in Orillia, Ontario in 1946 aged 83. He was cremated and an urn with his 
ashes was taken to Glasgow in 1957, probably by his son Robert, and interred in the grave in the 
Western Necropolis containing the remains of his wife, their children Isabella and Archibald, and his 
sister-in-law Ellen Bain (see 1.3.4). 

In Scotland Archibald McIntosh was a skilled worker who led a “respectable” lifestyle and tried to 
improve his and his family’s economic and social position. He worked himself up from an employed 
joiner or carpenter to an employer of joiners. He lived in Hillhead, a desirable part of the West End of 
Glasgow, initially in a three windowed-room dwelling at 31 Bank Street and then in a four windowed-
room dwelling at 24 Gibson Street, both having recently been built; both are still standing and 
occupied today. The Census of Population for 1891, 1901, and 1911 indicate that all the flats at these 
addresses were occupied not only by skilled manual workers like Archibald but also by white-collar 
workers such as clerks, teachers, shop assistants, and those living on private means.11  When his 
daughter Isabella died, he and his wife placed a death notice in the Glasgow Herald, he purchased two 
lairs (classed III in a rating scheme from I to V) in the Western Necropolis in which to bury her and her 
brother Archibald Jr, and erected an impressive headstone over the double grave (see photograph in 
Section 5). He and his family usually travelled second rather than third class on their transatlantic 
voyages and carried more money with them than their relatives. Most importantly, he and his wife 
ensured that their surviving children, Margaret and Robert, were well educated and entered the 
middle class as a stenographer and a bank clerk respectively. And after they emigrated to Canada, 
Margaret continued as a stenographer and married an assistant solicitor of the CPR in Winnipeg; 
Robert became an accountant and married the daughter of a prominent family in Thornhill.  

After Archibald had emigrated to Winnipeg, he continued to be employed as a joiner by, among 
others, Lyall & Mitchell, general contractors, and Canadian National Railways. Given that he was an 
employer of house joiners in Scotland, he probably also worked in Winnipeg as a joiner building houses 
on his own account. Indeed, in the Letters of Administration to his daughter Margaret’s estate in 1927, 
he is described as a “builder”, a grander occupational title than “carpenter”, and his own death 
certificate describes him as a “contractor and builder”. Moreover, he and his family had accumulated 
a stock of capital as early as the 1920s, which lends further support to his having been a self-employed 

 
11 My son David Bain (1.3.3.4.1.1.2) currently lives at 23 Glasgow Street in Hillhead, which is only a few minutes’ 
walk from 31 Bank Street and 24 Gibson Street. (He is also only a few minutes’ walk from 3 Hamilton Terrace 
East and 6 South Park Terrace where Helen (Ellen) Bain lived; see p. 8). By examining Ordnance Survey and other 
maps of the relevant part of Hillhead in 1858, 1869 and 1882, he established that 31 Bank Street and 24 Gibson 
street were built sometime between 1869 and 1882. See Gordon R. Urquhart, Along Great Western Road: An 
Illustrated History of Glasgow’s West End (second revised edition; Catrine, Aryshire: Stenlake Publishing, 2002); 
and Henry Brougham Morton (ed.), A Hillhead Album (Glasgow: Hepburn Trust, 1973).  
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builder as well as an employed carpenter: when his wife Maggie died in 1925 she left an estate 
valued at $8,138 (about $119,000 in 2019 values); and in 1927 he stood surety on behalf of his son-
in-law Joseph Yates for his faithful performance of the guardianship of his daughter and Archibald’s 
granddaughter Roberta (1.3.5.2.1) in the sum of $25,000 (about $3 ,000 in 2019 values). And 
when Archibald died in Orillia, Ontario in 1946 at the age of 83, he left an estate valued at $32,673 
(about $4 ,000 in 2019 values), a sum that excluded his personal residence and primarily 
comprised stocks and securities.  

Margaret Bain McIntosh (1.3.5.2) 

Margaret McIntosh was born in Glasgow in 1890 and died in Winnipeg in 1927 at the young 
age of 37 of carcinomatosis. She is described as a “stenographer, motor engineers” in the 1911 
Census of Population. She sailed second class from Liverpool on 5 January 1912 aboard the S.S. 
Hesperian, arriving at Halifax on 15 January, and then went on to Thornhill, Ontario to visit her 
brother. Later that year she travelled to Winnipeg, lived with her mother and father on 
Bannerman Avenue, and quickly found work as a stenographer with the Canadian Pacific Railway 
(CPR). In 1915 she married Joseph Yates (1887-1953; 1.3.5.2a), and they had one child Roberta 
Margaret (1916-92; 1.3.5.2.1). Margaret is buried in Brookside Cemetery in the same plot in 
which her mother had initially been buried (see above).  

Her husband Joseph Yates (1887-1953; 1.3.5.2a) was born in Ireland and came to Winnipeg around 
1910. He was a graduate of Trinity College Dublin and qualified as a solicitor with the Supreme Court 
in Ireland. His religion (and that of his wife) is given as Presbyterian on his marriage certificate, but 
he was married in an Anglican church and became a member of another. He married again after 
Margaret died. He was an assistant solicitor with the CPR from 1913 until 1952, when he retired and 
moved to Victoria, British Columbia, where he died the following year.  

Roberta Margaret Yates (1916-92; 1.3.5.2.1) was born in Winnipeg and died in West Vancouver 
aged 75. She was a stenographer and served in the Women’s Royal Canadian Naval Service during 
World War II. In 1943 she married John (Jack) James MacKenzie (1916-88; 1.3.5.2.1a), who 
graduated in electrical engineering from the University of Manitoba in 1938. He was a Flying Officer 
with the RCAF during World War II. After the war, he worked as an engineer for Schumacher 
MacKenzie, an electrical contractor, and subsequently as a manager for Bowyer Boag Ltd, a 
plumbing, heating, and ventilating firm. He and his wife moved to West Vancouver around 1970. 
They had two children: Jacqueline Roberta MacKenzie (1.3.5.2.1.1), who in the early 1990s lived in 
Langley, British Columbia, and Margaret Mary MacKenzie (1.3.5.2.1.2), who in the early 1990s lived 
on Salt Spring Island, British Columbia. Jacqueline married a Mr Frans (1.3.5.2.1.1a), and they had 
three children: Crista Danielle Frans (1.3.5.2.1.1.1), James Jeffrey Frans (1.3.5.2.1.1.2), and 
Katherine Roberta Frans (1.3.5.2.1.1.3).  

Robert William McIntosh (1.3.5.3) 

Robert William McIntosh (see photograph in Section 5) was born in Glasgow in 1892 and died in 
Orillia, Ontario in 1964 aged 72. He is described as a “bankclerk” in the 1911 Census of Population. 
He sailed second class from Glasgow on 12 August 1911 and the following day from Londonderry 
aboard the S.S. Ionian, arriving in Quebec on 20 August, en route to Toronto. He gave his intended 
occupation on the ship’s manifest as bank clerk, but what seems to have been his first job in Canada 
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was as a bookkeeper at Noble Scott Ltd, a printing company in Toronto. He is described as an 
accountant in 1920 and remained in that occupation for several years, becoming later in his career 
the proprietor of a coal and wood business in Orillia, Ontario.  

He joined the 3rd Division of the Canadian Corps Cyclist Battalion as a Private in November 1915 and 
served nineteen months in France. In September 1916 he was wounded in the right arm and was 
hospitalised before being returned to his unit. He was demobilised from the army in January 1919. 
He returned to France as part of the “Vimy Pilgrimage”, sailing from Quebec on the S.S. Ascania on 
16 July 1936 and arriving, via London, in Le Havre, on 25 July. The Ascania was one of five ocean 
liners contracted by the Royal Canadian Legion to bring 6,200 veterans and their families to the 
unveiling on 26 July of the Vimy Memorial in Nord-Pas-de-Calais, which is dedicated to the memory 
of the Canadian Expeditionary Force members who were killed during World War I.12 Another 
indication that the war made a deep and lasting impression upon him is that he periodically hosted 
dinner parties  at his home for local professional and business veterans of World War I.   

He lived in Toronto for a short time, but he (and his wife) mainly resided first in Thornhill, from 
where he often commuted to work in Toronto, and later in Orillia. He was an officer of Patterson 
(Masonic) Lodge, Thornhill. He married Gladys York Grice (1894-1971; 1.3.5.3a), a bookkeeper, in 
1920; they had no children. Her father was a prominent citizen and successful merchant in Thornhill. 
Gladys was born and brought up in Thornhill, and she and her husband are buried in the local 
cemetery there. She died on 7 January 1971, aged 76, leaving an estate valued at $53,941.23 
(about $3 5,000 in 2019 values).  

Isabella Bain (1.3.6) 

Isabella (Bella) Bain was born in Alloa in 1863 and died in Winnipeg in 1930 aged 66. She is not listed 
anywhere in Scotland in the 1891 and 1901 Census of Population. Her death certificate indicates that 
she had resided in Manitoba (and Canada) for twenty years; so she would have emigrated, like some 
of her relatives discussed above, around 1910. Hence the question arises as to where she was in the 
years before 1910, when she would have been about 46. According to her great-niece Peggy Chunn 
(1.3.3.4.2), Isabella worked for the Canadian Pacific Steamship Company on its routes between the 
UK and Canada. Her occupation might explain her absence from Scotland when the Census was 
taken; and her experience of talking to emigrating passengers might help to explain why she (and 
her relatives) decided to emigrate to Canada.  

Although she clearly emigrated to Canada, no trace of her arrival could be found at the ports of 
Halifax, Quebec, and St John. The most likely explanation is that she worked her way to Canada as a 
member of the crew and thus was not listed as a passenger on the ship’s manifest. However and 
whenever she emigrated to Canada, she got married in Winnipeg on 12 June 1912 to George Edward 
La Clair (1857-1916; 1.3.6a), a US Customs Inspector based in Winnipeg. He died four years later, and 
no children resulted from the marriage. 

Following her husband’s death, Isabella worked as an operator in the garment industry and as a 
helper at St Boniface Hospital. She is buried in Brookside Cemetery adjacent to the grave that had 
initially been that of her sister Maggie Bain (1.3.5) and that became the grave of her niece Margaret 
Bain Yates (1.3.5.2).  

12 See Eric Brown and Tim Cook, “The 1936 Vimy Pilgrimage”, Canadian Military History, XX (Issue 2, 2011), pp. 
37-54.
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William Bain (1.3.3.2) 

William (Bill) Bain (see photographs in Section 5) was born in Alloa in 1883 and died at White Rock, 
British Columbia in 1965 aged 81. He is listed in the 1901 Census of Population as a “woodyard 
labourer”, working perhaps in the same woodyard that his brother-in-law John Reid (1.3.3.1a) 
managed. He emigrated to Canada after his uncle Archibald McIntosh (1.3.5a), his brother-in-law 
Alexander Scott (1.3.3.3a), and his brother Frank Bain (1.3.3.5), sailing from Glasgow on 4 June 1910 
aboard the S.S. Pretorian (see photograph in Section 5) and arriving at Quebec City on 12 June. The 
ship’s manifest records his religion as Presbyterian, his amount of cash as $25.00 (about $500 in 2019 
values), his occupation in Scotland and his intended occupation in Canada as “sawyer”. 

He travelled inland to Winnipeg on the Canadian Pacific Railway and is listed in the Winnipeg Directory 
for 1911 as working at the Rat Portage Lumber Company, on Marion Street in the suburb of Norwood, 
and rooming at 57 Dagmar Street in the central core of the city. Alexander McIntosh, Alec Scott, and 
Frank Bain were also rooming at this address in 1911. He remained with the Rat Portage Lumber 
Company until around 1914, then took a short-term job as a machinist/machine man at Strong Scott 
Elevator Company, and then in November 1915 began work at the Canadian Northern Railway. 
Although he resigned in 1916, he joined the company again in 1918, when it became part of Canadian 
National Railways, and remained with it, working as a carman until he retired in 1948. While he worked 
at the CNR, he lived at several addresses – 178 Arnold Avenue, 576 Kylemore Avenue, 116 Bryce 
Street, and 786 Hector Avenue – which are in the Fort Rouge area, close to where the CNR’s shops 
and yards were located. Following the death of his brother-in-law Alexander Scott in 1954, he went to 
live with his sister Mary Scott (1.3.3.3) in White Rock, BC. 

He was a champion billiards player and, according to his niece, Ellen Piepenbrink (née Bain, 1.3.3.4.6), 
he “loved to recite the poems of Robbie Burns. He had a lovely singing voice (tenor). He and dad [his 
brother Tom Bain, 1.3.3.4] would sit in the kitchen and sing the old songs in harmony once a month 
when Uncle Bill came in by bus from White Rock and stayed overnight [in Vancouver]. He loved the 
flower garden and watching the birds and bald eagles flit about out at Aunty Mary’s Crescent Beach 
home.”   

In 1913 he married Margaret (Meg) Duncanson (1887-1931; 1.3.3.2a; see photographs in Section 5). 
Meg was born in Alloa and met William there. She had a married sister in Yonkers, New York and, after 
William emigrated to Winnipeg, she went there and worked as a cook and housekeeper for a wealthy 
family. She subsequently came to Winnipeg to marry William – probably arriving in 1912-13 – and 
resided at 374 Bannerman Avenue. She and her husband were members of “The Rationalists”, a group 
of progressive thinkers in Winnipeg led by Marshall J. Gauvin (1881-1978), an atheist, author and 
speaker, who drew upon the rationalist critique of religion and the Marxist critique of society to 
champion free thought.13  

Meg and William were not only progressive in their thinking, they were also generous in their actions. 
Following the death of Tom Bain’s wife Margaret Smart (1.3.3.4a; see below) in 1915 in Stony 
Mountain, they took in their nephew and niece (George and Peggy Bain; 1.3.3.4.1 and 1.3.3.4.2) and 
looked after them at their home in Winnipeg. Then in 1917, to help Tom honour a promise he had 
made to his dying wife, Meg – despite the war and the dangers it presented to trans-Atlantic shipping 
– took the children to Alloa to live with their paternal grandparents and was unable to return to 
Winnipeg until wartime shipping conditions permitted in 1918. Moreover, she and William, together 

 
13 http://www.umanitoba.ca/libraries/units/archives/collections/complete_holdings/ead/html/gauvin.shtml; accessed 
15 August 2018. 
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with Alexander and Mary (née Bain) Scott (1.3.3.3a and 1.3.3.3), paid for the children’s fares to 
return from Scotland in 1923 as well as that of their paternal grandmother, Caroline Bain (née 
Bowie; 1.3.3a), who accompanied them.  

William and Meg’s normal family life resumed when she returned from Scotland at the end of the 
Great War and they had two children: Elizabeth and George. 

 

Elizabeth (Ellie) Harrower Bain (1.3.3.2.1)  

Elizabeth was born in Winnipeg c. 1919-20 and died in The Pas, Manitoba aged c. 95. She married 
Alfred Edward Marsh (?-1993; 1.3.3.2.1a) who died in 1993. They had two children: Rita and Barbara 
Marsh. 

Rita Marsh (?; 1.3.3.2.1.1) married Laurence Mark Howdle (?; 1.3.3.2.1.1a) and lived in Rifle, 
Colorado. They had four children: Laurel Kimberly Howdle (1962-; 1.3.3.2.1.1.1), Ronald Alfred 
Howdle (1963-; 1.3.3.2.1.1.2), Warren Allan Howdle (1966-; 1.3.3.2.1.1.3), and Mark Cameron 
Howdle (1969-; 1.3.3.2.1.1.4).  

Barbara Marsh (?; 1.3.3.2.1.2), a hairdresser, lived in Vancouver, British Columbia.  

 

George Bain (1.3.3.2.2) 

George Bain (see photographs in Section 5) was born in Winnipeg in 1924 and died there in 2017 
aged 92. In 1941 he followed his father into the CNR shops in Fort Rouge and worked there as a 
boilermaker until he retired in 1984. His employment with the CNR was interrupted, however, by 
service in World War II: during 1943-45 he was in the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve as a 
Leading Stoker, mostly refuelling ships in St John’s Newfoundland and Labrador. He is remembered 
as “a well-disposed and generous neighbour, a solicitous friend, and a heedful colleague”, who 
“would never seek to light up a room with the drama of his entrance, but rather, he would bring the 
glowing embers of his personality to warm it”. In 1944 he married Florence Elizabeth Turner (1923-; 
1.3.3.2.2a; see photograph in Section 5) of Winnipeg. They had two children: George and Kenneth. 

George William Bain (1948-; 1.3.3.2.2.1) worked for many years as a computer operator at United 
Grain Growers in Winnipeg and then taught English as an alternative language at Daniel McIntyre 
Collegiate Institute. In 1982 he married Barbara Lynne Johnson (1952-; 1.3.3.2.2.1a), who has a BA 
from the University of Manitoba, was a computer consultant, and retired in 2009 to volunteer with a 
variety of organisations. They have one son, John. 

John William Bain (1985-; 1.3.3.2.2.1.1) graduated in 2010 from Red River College in 
Winnipeg with a qualification in civil engineering technology. He now works for the Water 
and Waste Department of the City of Winnipeg.  

Kenneth Bruce Bain (1952-; 1.3.3.2.2.2) was national promotions manager for BMG Music Canada. 
He married Wendy Allis (?: 1.3.3.2.2.2a) in 1970 but they divorced in 1975. He now has a partner, 
Maryse Loiselle (?; 1.3.3.2.2.2b), a flight director for Air Transat. Kenneth and Wendy have an 
adopted son, Kenneth Bain (c. 1971-; 1.3.3.2.2.2.1).  
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Mary Bain (1.3.3.3) 

Mary Bain (see photograph in Section 5) was born in Alloa in 1885 and died in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan aged 83. She is listed in the 1901 Census of Population as a “wool spinner” living with 
her parents and siblings and at her marriage was described as a “warehouse woman” living on Balfour 
Street, Alloa. She lived in Cathcart, Renfrew at the birth of her first child in 1906 but had moved back 
to Alloa by the birth of her second child in 1908 and remained there until she emigrated to Canada. 

She and her two children, George (1.3.3.3. ) and Alexander (Jack, 1.3.3.3.3), sailed “intermediate” 
class from Glasgow on 11 March 1911 aboard the S.S. Parisian, arriving at Halifax on 20 March. The 
ship’s manifest recorded her destination as Winnipeg, her religion as Presbyterian, her amount of cash 
as $25 (about $500 in 2019 values), and her occupation as a housewife joining her husband (who had 
gone to Winnipeg about a year earlier; see below).  

Between 1911 and 1917 she and her family lived in Winnipeg at 354/356 Kensington Street, 435 and 
461 King Edward Street, and 445 Bannatyne Avenue; all these addresses are in the west end of the 
city. In 1917 she followed her husband to a farm at Ashern, Manitoba (about 114 miles northwest of 
Winnipeg). About six months later, he went to Oak Point, Manitoba (about 52 miles south of Ashern) 
to work on a construction project there, but Mary and the children stayed at Ashern until about 1920 
– suffering through prairie fires, the flu epidemic of 1919, and drought – before joining him in Oak
Point. In 1922-23 they moved back to Winnipeg (about 63 miles southeast of Oak Point) and, after
renting houses on Luxton Avenue and at 63 Lansdowne Avenue, they bought a home at 94 Gertie
Street and remained there until about 1929-30, when they bought another home at 1633 Main Street
at its intersection with Rupertsland Avenue (just behind the Seven Oaks Monument) in the suburb of
West Kildonan.14 Following her husband’s retirement, they moved in 1953 to 13131 Crescent Road,
White Rock, British Columbia. Her husband died a year later and her brother, William Bain (1.3.3.2),
came to live with her in White Rock and remained there until his death in 1965. She then went to live
with her daughter Lorna (1.3.3.3.11) in Saskatoon, where she died, but she was buried with her
husband in Burnaby, British Columbia.

In 1905 she married Alexander (Alex, Sandy) Scott (1883-1954; 1.3.3.3a; see photographs in Section 
5), who was then living in Glasgow and is described as a “cabinetmaker”. He and his brother-in-law 
Frank Bain (1.3.3.5) arrived in Canada three days after Archibald McIntosh (1.3.5a). They sailed 
“steerage” from Glasgow on 30 April 1910 and Liverpool on 1 May aboard the S.S. Grampian, arriving 
at Quebec on 10 May. The ship’s manifest records Alex Scott’s occupation in Scotland and his intended 
occupation in Canada as “cabinet maker”, his amount of cash as $25 (about $500 in 2019 values), his 
religion as Presbyterian, and his destination as Winnipeg, to which he travelled on the Canadian Pacific 
Railway and where he initially roomed with Archibald McIntosh and Frank Bain at 57 Dagmar Street 
in the central area of the city. 

As mentioned above, he bought a farm in Ashern in 1917 with the objective of homesteading and 
being his own boss. The land was too stony and unproductive to produce even enough food for the 
family, however, and about six months later he went to Oak Point where he worked on a construction 

14 The Battle of Seven Oaks was a violent confrontation, in what is now the northern part of Winnipeg, in the 
so-called Pemmican War between the Hudson's Bay Company and the North West Company, rivals in the fur 
trade, that took place on 19 June 1816. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Seven_Oaks; accessed 14 
August 2018.   
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project connected with a large quarry there; he also appears to have worked periodically on 
construction projects in Winnipeg in the period 1917-23.   

He is listed in the Winnipeg Directory for 1924 as a foreman for Bowman Coal & Supply Company Ltd, 
for which he seems to have constructed houses and other buildings. From around 1925 until his 
retirement in 1950, he worked for the construction firm Carter-Halls-Aldinger, which in 1944 became 
the Commonwealth Construction Company, where he worked himself up from carpenter to foreman, 
and to several more senior positions (i.e., superintendent, building superintendent, and construction 
superintendent) in which he was in charge of particular construction projects. In Winnipeg he worked 
on the following projects: the Olympia (later the Marlborough Hotel) at 331 Smith Street; the Hudson 
Bay Company store at the southeast intersection of Portage Avenue and Memorial Boulevard (see 
photographs in Section 5); the Abbott Clinic at 274 Osborne Street North; the Burns Meat Packing 
Plant in St Boniface; the Power Building at the southeast intersection of Portage Avenue and Vaughan 
Street; and, his last job before retirement, the Toronto Dominion Bank building at the southeast 
intersection of Portage Avenue and Notre Dame Street (now demolished and replaced with a much 
larger building for this bank). In British Columbia he worked on the Hudson Bay Company store in 
Vancouver and, during World War II, he oversaw the building of the airport, dairy, bomb shelter, and 
other parts of the new town of Terrace (about 840 miles northeast of Vancouver). 

Although Alex Scott had a most successful career in the construction industry, he and Mary had many 
difficulties on the way up. One of their children was stillborn (1.3.3.3.9), and three of their other ten 
children tragically died or were injured in childhood: an infant child, Caroline (1.3.3.3.2) died before 
they emigrated from Scotland; a second child, Kenneth (1.3.3.3.8) died of epilepsy; and a third child, 
Margaret (Molly) (1.3.3.3.6), suffered a brain injury and eventually had to be institutionalised. The 
years in the small, isolated towns of Ashern and Oak Point – when their farming plans failed, and they 
were separated for long periods – could not have been easy, particularly for Mary. And Alex died a 
year after they moved to their retirement home in British Columbia.  

Despite, or perhaps because of, these difficulties, they were generous, warm-hearted people. They, 
together with William and Meg Bain (1.3.3.2 and 1.3.3.2a), paid the fares for their nephew and niece, 
George, and Peggy Bain (1.3.3.4.1 and 1.3.3.4.2), to return to Canada from Scotland accompanied by 
their paternal grandmother in 1923. In the summer of 1928, Alex, who was then a foreman for Carter-
Halls-Aldinger, gave his nephew George, my father, his first job after leaving school, as a waterboy 
working on the construction of the Power Building. Some years later, his Aunt Mary knit him a 
beautiful beige Canadian – or, if you prefer, Scottish – curling sweater emblazoned with green maple 
leaves, which has ended up in my wardrobe. Aunt Mary was also a wonderful cook who loved to 
entertain, and I have fond memories of sitting down as a child to sumptuous meals in her large 
rambling home in West Kildonan or in the Good Earth Chinese restaurant on north Main Street, then 
an exotic treat. 

Leaving aside the child who was stillborn in 1923 (1.3.3.3.9), Alex and Mary Scott had ten children: 
George, Caroline, Alexander (Jack), Janet, Elizabeth (Beth), Margaret (Molly), Ellen, James (Kenneth), 
Winifred, and Lorna. 

 

George Sinclair Scott (1.3.3.3.1) 

George Sinclair Scott was born in Cathcart, Renfrew in 1906 and died in the early 1970s in Oshawa, 
Ontario. He came to Canada with his mother and brother Alexander (Jack), having sailed 
“intermediate” class from Glasgow on 11 March 1911 aboard the S.S. Parisian, arriving at Halifax on 
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20 March. He began his career working for his father at Carter-Halls-Aldinger construction company. 
He seems to have initially been a painter and then a plumber. He subsequently became the Western 
Canadian distributor for Wurlitzer, a manufacturer of automatic record-playing machines. He first 
married Pat (?; 1.3.3.1.1a), surname unknown, from whom he was probably divorced. He then married 
Mary Ena Whitmore (1910-1968; 1.3.3.3.1b), initially a streetcar conductor in Winnipeg who had 
artistic talent and subsequently made items for a gift shop that she and her husband ran in Oshawa. 
Following Mary’s death, he may have had a common-law union with another woman.  

 

Caroline Bowie Scott (1.3.3.3.2) 

Caroline Bowie Scott was born in Alloa in 1908 and died there in 1909, aged 10 months, of 
intussusception, an abdominal condition.  

 

Alexander John (Jack) Scott (1.3.3.3.3) 

Alexander John (Jack) Scott (see photograph in Section 5) was born in Alloa in 1909 and came to 
Canada with his mother and brother George, having sailed “intermediate” class from Glasgow on 11 
March 1911 aboard the S.S. Parisian, arriving at Halifax on 20 March. He did not complete high school 
and is listed in the Winnipeg Directory between 1927 and 1930 as a carpenter working at Carter-Halls-
Aldinger construction company and living in the family homes at 94 Gertie Street and 1633 Main 
Street. 

On the afternoon of Wednesday, 5 August 1931, he, together with John Conlon (alias Young) and 
Stanley Scales, robbed the Royal Bank of Canada at Mountain Avenue and McGregor Street of $1,000 
(about $17,300 in 2019 values). Scott was the driver of the get-away car and remained outside the 
bank; Conlon and Scales, who, unlike Scott, were both armed with revolvers, went inside. As they fled 
from the bank, the manager fired five shots at them, wounding Conlon in the left leg. Conlon and 
Scales were arrested early the next morning at the Empress Hotel in Winnipeg Beach (about 48 miles 
north of Winnipeg); Scott was arrested on Thursday evening at a farmhouse near Lockport (about 17 
miles north of Winnipeg) in the company of a young woman.  

Following their arrest, the men were charged with robbing not only the Royal Bank but also several 
other establishments between 21 and 31 July 1931, including the Green Brier Inn, which was on the 
other side of Rupertsland Avenue opposite the Scott family home. On 18 August 1931, they were 
found guilty and sentenced to Stony Mountain Penitentiary (see photograph in Section 5): Conlon 
received 10 years and 5 lashes; Scales 9 years and 5 lashes; and Scott 8 years and 5 lashes. Scott was 
charged in the name of John H. Scott rather than Alexander Scott – to distance himself from his father 
after whom he was named – and he was subsequently known as Jack Scott. 

Following his release from Stony Mountain Penitentiary, he was employed on construction work 
connected with the Central Patricia gold mine in northern Ontario. He then worked, among other jobs, 
as a superintendent at Commonwealth Construction in Winnipeg during the 1950s; at Bethlehem 
Copper in White Horse, Yukon in the 1960s; and at the same company in Australia in the 1970s.  

He was married to Ina Laird (?; 1.3.3.3.3a), probably in the 1940s, with whom he had a son James 
(Jimmy; 1.3.3.3.3.1), who lived in Victoria, British Columbia. In 1955 he married Mary Audrey 
O’Gorman (c. 1925-; 1.3.3.3.3b), presumably having been divorced from his first wife; he seems to 
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have been divorced from his second wife as well, and then either married again or entered a common-
law union.  

Jack Scott’s marital history is perhaps accounted for by his good looks and charm – women found him 
irresistible – and by his heavy drinking. His criminal behaviour might be explained, but not excused, 
by the Great Depression: he was laid off because of lack of work and was not able to find another job. 
Although he was certainly not a model husband or citizen, he was not a disreputable or unsavoury 
character. He was charismatic, a talented construction manager, excellent company, and a good 
friend. My parents, who were socially and morally conservative, liked him greatly and even acted as 
witnesses at his second marriage; the only other two guests at the wedding were my cousin and 
adopted brother Brian Bamford (1939-; 1.3.3.4.1.2) and me. I was particularly grateful to Jack because 
just as his father gave my father his first job, Jack gave me my first job: as a labourer at Commonwealth 
Construction during the summer holidays at age 14 (I had to claim to be 16) working on the expansion 
of the Canada Cement Company plant on McGillivray Boulevard in Winnipeg.  

Elizabeth (Beth) Mary Scott (1.3.3.3.4) 

Elizabeth Scott was born in Winnipeg in 1911 and died in Hudson Bay, Saskatchewan c. 1962 aged c. 
51. She had her own Indian handicraft shop, “Cree Crafts”, in Hudson Bay, and was a champion of
Indian arts, culture, and rights. Around 1927 she married Hugh Maxwell (?; 1.3.3.3.4a), who in the
1960s was the manager of the government liquor store in Hudson Bay. They had three children:
Murray Scott Maxwell (c. 1933-; 1.3.3.3.4.1), Linda Maxwell (c. 1942-; 1.3.3.3.4.2), and Claire
Maxwell (?-; 1.3.3.3.4.3). Elizabeth and her husband seem to have lived in Flin Flon, Manitoba – a
copper and zinc mining town straddling the Manitoba-Saskatchewan border about 475 miles
northwest of Winnipeg – for some time because they are both buried there and two of their children
were born there.

Janet Bain Scott (1.3.3.3.5) 

Janet Bain Scott was born in Winnipeg in 1913 and died in Burnaby, British Columbia in 1997 aged 84. 
Her early schooling in Ashern and Oak Point was patchy. In Ashern there was a one-room school but 
no teacher until a neighbour’s son with a Grade X education was granted a teaching certificate; hence 
she learned to read at home. At Oak Point, she and her sister Beth took turns sleeping at the 
teacherage as the teacher was nervous of being left on his own at night. 

When the family returned to Winnipeg in 1922-23, she took her elementary education at Prince 
Margaret and Prince Edward Schools, Grades VII-VIII at Queen Elizabeth School, and Grades IX-XI at 
Daniel McIntyre Collegiate, where she graduated in 1929. Following a year out of school, she enrolled 
in Wesley College (later United College and now the University of Winnipeg), where she took her 
Grade XII. 

She then enrolled in a teacher training course at the Winnipeg Normal School located on William 
Avenue and Gertie Street, and graduated first in her class in 1931. After being a “pupil teacher” at 
Lord Selkirk School in Elmwood, she was a substitute teacher in various schools for a few years. In 
1937 she obtained a permanent post at Centennial School, and then in 1942 at Victory School, where 
she stayed until her marriage in 1947. Following her marriage, she moved to British Columbia, where 
she was a substitute teacher in various schools in Vancouver and Burnaby between 1964 and 1973. 
She was also active in the Girl Guides and in St Paul’s United Church, Burnaby for thirty-four years.  
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Her husband, Raymond (Ray) Joseph Wright (1910-?; 1.3.3.3.5a), emigrated from Tissington, 
Derbyshire to Winnipeg with his parents and siblings in April 1914, settling in the suburb of West 
Kildonan where a brother of his father had already established a home. After leaving school, he held 
several short-term jobs, including three months wrapping and shipping beef for the Swift Canadian 
Company. In 1927 he joined the Great West Saddlery Company, where over several years he worked 
in virtually all its departments. 

He was a member of the St John Ambulance Brigade for many years and, during World War II, he 
served for thirty months in the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station Medical Corps in England, 
France, Belgium, Holland, and Germany. He went overseas on Queen Elizabeth I and returned on the 
same ship, reaching Winnipeg on New Year’s Eve, 1945. 

After leaving the army, he returned to the Great West Saddlery Company but, following his marriage 
in 1947, he and his wife moved to Vancouver, where he worked as a salesman for twenty-five years 
for Wosks Ltd, a furniture and appliances business. He retired in March 1973 following two heart 
attacks and by-pass surgery. 

Janet and Ray had two children: Alexandra (1948;1.3.3.3.5.1), who died at birth; and Janet, who was 
adopted.  

Janet (Jan) May Wright (1952-; 1.3.3.3.5.2) was born in Vancouver on 16 February 1952 and adopted 
by Janet and Ray on 5 May 1952. She attended Cascade Heights Elementary School, Moscrop Junior 
Secondary School, and Central High School, all of which are in Burnaby. She left school in Grade XI and 
went to work as a nurse’s aide at Carleton Hospital in Burnaby. When she lived with her second 
husband in Armstrong, British Columbia, she managed their farm raising small livestock (e.g., chickens, 
ducks, rabbits, and pigs) and growing a variety of melons that she sold at fairs in the area. She took a 
variety of courses – including finishing her high school diploma, business, computer programming, and 
industrial first aid – and worked at a myriad of jobs, including reupholstering furniture, packing 
household goods, waitressing and cooking, secretary of the Port Melon Paper Company, and managing 
a department in a grocery and clothing store in Gibsons, British Columbia.         

In 1971 she married Carmine Vertone (1948-; 1.3.3.3.5.2a), who was born in Italy. He took a degree in 
gas engineering at the British Columbia Institute of Technology in Burnaby and then worked for the 
Inland Gas Company, initially in Whitecourt, Alberta and then in Prince George, British Columbia. She 
did not divorce him until 1978, but in 1975 she entered a common-law union with Kenneth (Ken) 
Charles Berkholtz (1948-; 1.3.3.3.5.2b), who was employed by the La Farge Cement Company. Jan and 
Ken have two children: Misty Marie Berkholtz (1978-; 1.3.3.3.5.2.1) and Randy Joseph Berkholtz 
(1981-; 1.3.3.3.5.2.2). This relationship ended in 1983 and in 1989 she married Albert (Al) Whitfield 
Collins (1927-91; 1.3.3.3.5.2c), who, after a military career of twenty-eight years in the Royal Canadian 
Navy and the Royal Canadian Airforce, held several management positions in the electronics field. He 
was also a cabinet maker and a licensed plumber and electrician, and worked at these trades on the 
Sunshine Coast, just northwest of Greater Vancouver, where they lived for several years.  

 

Margaret (Molly) Scott (1.3.3.3.6) 

Margaret (Molly) Scott was born in Winnipeg in 1915 and died in Selkirk, Manitoba in 1954 aged 39. 
About the age of 5, she received a brain injury from being kicked in the head by a cow, and for the rest 
of her life she suffered from convulsions. She attended school only briefly but was tutored at home. 
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She lived with her parents until they moved to British Columbia in 1953; she then became a patient at 
Selkirk Mental Hospital (about 22 miles north of Winnipeg), where she died.  

Ellen Catharine Scott (1.3.3.3.7) 

Ellen Catharine Scott was born in 1917 in Ashern, Manitoba and probably died in Victoria, British 
Columbia. In 1940 she married Harold (Harry) Melvin Grose (1918-; 1.3.3.3.7a). He worked in the 
Assayer’s Office of the Central Patricia gold mine in northern Ontario in the early 1940s and then 
moved to Flin Flon, Manitoba, where he worked in the Assayer’s Office of the Hudson Bay Mining & 
Smelting Company. After suffering two heart attacks, he retired and moved to Victoria. They had two 
children: Philip Randolph Grose (1943-91; 1.3.3.3.7.1), who married and had a son, Matthew Grose 
(?; 1.3.3.3.7.1.1); and Carol Louise Grose (1943; 1.3.3.3.7.2), a registered nurse who worked in 
Ottawa and who married Brian Eardley (?; 1.3.3.3.7.2 ), with whom she has a son and daughter, 
Tanya Eardley (?; 1.3.3.3.7.2.1) and Steven Eardley (?; 1.3.3.3.7.2.2). 

James (Kenneth, Kennie) Scott (1.3.3.3.8) 

Kenneth was born in Oak Point, Manitoba in 1920 and died in Winnipeg, aged 9. He evidently fell 
downstairs and suffered a brain injury that left him unable to walk and subject to seizures. 

Winifred Jean Scott (1.3.3.3.10) 

Winifred Jean Scott (see photograph in Section 5) was born in Winnipeg in 1924 and died in Victoria, 
British Columbia in 2012, two days before reaching her 88th birthday. She was a piano pupil of 
Gwendda Owen Davies in Winnipeg; Frank Mannheimer 1944-46 in New York; and Hilda Dederich, 
Herbert Murrill, and Myra Hess in 1946 at the Royal Academy of Music (RAM) in London to which she 
had won a scholarship of the Associated Board of the Royal School of Music. She studied with Nadia 
Boulanger in Paris before joining the staff of the RAM in 1948 as a teacher of graduate students. She 
also played concertos with several British orchestras and gave many BBC recitals. She returned to 
Canada in 1965 with her husband – the pianist Robin Wood whom she met on the ship going over to 
London in 1946 – to help develop the Victoria School of Music.  

Winifred taught piano from 1965 to 1971 at the Victoria School (then Conservatory) of Music, served 
from 1971 to 1973 as registrar of the conservatory, and in 1973 became vice-principal. She became 
vice-principal emerita in June 1985 and was also head of the piano faculty. In addition to performing, 
she gave master classes, adjudicated at festivals, and held workshops throughout British Columbia 
and elsewhere in Canada.  

She was made an honorary citizen of the City of Victoria, and received a BC Lifetime Achievement 
Award and the Canadian Federation of Music Teachers’ Association Hugheen Ferguson Distinguished 
Teachers’ Award. The Victoria Conservatory of Music’s Robin and Winifred Wood Recital Hall was 
dedicated in her and her husband’s honour.  

She married Robin Lawrence Wood (1924-2004; 1.3.3.3.10a; see photograph in Section 5), in 1948. He 
was born in Esquimalt, British Columbia and died in Victoria aged 79. He studied in Victoria with 
Stanley Shale and continued in 1943-46 at Victoria College and the University of British Columbia. A 
scholarship of the Associated Board of the Royal School of Music enabled him to study at the RAM 
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(1946-50) with Vivian Langrish (piano) and Herbert Murrill (composition). He made a Wigmore Hall 
debut in 1951 and won a Boise scholarship, which allowed him to study with Nadia Boulanger in France 
and Edwin Fischer in Switzerland. He then settled in England as the pianist (1954-65) of the St Cecilia 
Piano Trio and a teacher, 1955-65, at the RAM. In 1958 he received a Harriet Cohen Commonwealth 
Medal for the most outstanding Commonwealth pianist of the year.  

He returned to Canada in 1965 as assistant director of the Victoria School of Music and became 
director the following year. When the school became the Victoria Conservatory of Music in 1968, and 
affiliated to the University of Victoria, he continued as principal and eventually became principal 
emeritus at both the Conservatory and the University of Victoria.  

In England, Robin performed with, among others, the Royal Philharmonic and the London and 
Birmingham symphony orchestras; in Canada, he performed in a two-piano team with his wife, and 
with the Vancouver and Victoria symphony orchestras, and the CBC Vancouver and CBC Winnipeg 
orchestras. He also performed as the pianist in Trio Victoria, gave radio and TV recitals in Canada and 
England, produced the weekly television programme, “Music Victoria”, and adjudicated and examined 
piano in Canada, Britain, Europe, and Asia. 

He was made an honorary citizen of the City of Victoria, received a BC Lifetime Achievement Award, 
and was awarded an honorary LLD from the University of Victoria. 

Around the same time Winifred left Winnipeg for London in 1946, I began taking piano lessons. To 
facilitate my lessons, Winifred’s mother, my great-aunt Mary, lent me some of the piano scores that 
her daughter had left behind in Winnipeg. When Winifred and Robin visited Winnipeg in the early 
1950s, my parents invited them to our home and, at my mother’s urging, I played a few pieces – 
including my signature tune, “Bumble-Boogie” – for them on our Heintzman upright. They were kind 
enough to say that I played boogie-woogie better than they did; but they diplomatically did not 
comment on the classical pieces I had played.  

Winifred and Robin had two children: Benjamin Lawrence Scott Robert Wood (1960-; 1.3.3.3.10.1) 
who married Joanne Alison Woodbury (1962-; 1.3.3.3.10.1a) and had a son, Brian Murray Wood 
(1994-; 1.3.3.3.10.1.1); and Laura Wood (1964-; 1.3.3.3.10.2), who is a talented pianist and a faculty 
member at the Victoria Conservatory of Music.   

 

Lorna Ruth Scott (1.3.3.3.11) 

Lorna Ruth Scott was born in Winnipeg in 1927 and died in Victoria in 1999 aged 72. After graduating 
from Centennial High School in Winnipeg, she took a business course and then worked for two 
investment firms in the city. In 1947 she moved to Flin Flon, Manitoba, where she worked in the 
Northern Health Unit of the Manitoba government. Following her marriage in 1947, she lived in 
Ratner, Saskatchewan and Winnipeg, then moved to Nipawin, Saskatchewan, where she worked first 
for a lawyer and then at the Nipawin Composite High School, initially as a librarian and then as a 
teacher, during which time she completed her Grade XII by home study. 

She then attended Teachers’ College in Saskatoon and at the same time taught night-school classes 
for the Saskatoon Board of Education. After graduating, she taught business courses in secondary 
schools in Saskatoon from 1961 to 1982, when an accident forced her to take early retirement. During 
this period, she attended the University of Saskatchewan and completed Bachelor and Master of 
Education degrees. In 1977 the Canadian International Development Association sent her to Jamaica 
to develop a business education curriculum for schools there. After she and her husband moved to 

214299_Bain Family History_p1 to p460_Book__28.indb   44 22/06/2020   09:55



23 

Victoria in 1986, she engaged in voluntary work with various agencies there, and was also secretary 
of the Victoria Chapter of the Saskatchewan Superannuated Teachers. 

Her husband – Alvin (Al) Leon Norelius (1922-2001; 1.3.3.3.11a) – was born in Star City, Saskatchewan 
and died in Victoria. He was raised by his maternal grandmother, attended school in Ratner, and then 
worked on a farm in the area. In 1941 he joined the army and served as a dispatch (motorcycle) rider 
with the 27th Battery, 1st Anti-Tank Regiment, 1st Canadian Division in England, Sicily, Italy, Germany, 
Belgium, and the Netherlands. After he was discharged from the army in 1946, he returned to Ratner 
and from there went to Flin Flon to work for the Hudson Bay Mining & Smelting Company. He 
subsequently went to Nipawin, where he worked for the Saskatchewan Timber Board as an assistant 
office manager; then to Saskatoon, where he worked for the Department of National Defence for two 
years; and then to the University of Saskatchewan to train and become a scientific glass blower for 
the Department of Chemistry. He continued in this capacity until 1984, when he had a heart attack 
followed by triple by-pass surgery. 

Lorna and her husband had two children: Jan-Marie and Kerry. 

Jan-Marie Norelius (1949-; 1.3.3.3.11.1) completed Grade XII in Saskatoon, took a business course, 
was subsequently employed by various firms there, and then worked as office manager for the College 
of Physical Education at the University of Saskatchewan. In 1971 she married Robert (Bob) Allen 
Sheasby (1949-; 1.2.2.2.11.1a), a sales manager. They have two children: Jennifer (Jenni) Lynne 
Sheasby (1976-; 1.3.3.3.11.1.1), and Heather Anne Sheasby (1978-; 1.3.3.3.11.1.2). 

Kerry Dale Norelius (1953-; 1.3.3.3.11.2) married Anica Totter (1959-; 1.2.2.2.11.2a) in 1976, and they 
have two children: Trina Beth Norelius (1977-; 1.2.2.2.11.2.1) and Trevor Scott Norelius (1980-; 
1.3.3.3.11.2.2). They divorced in 1982 and Kerry then married Ruth Anne Lukan (1960-; 1.3.3.3.11.2b), 
and they have one child: Alexandra (Alex) Naomi Norelius (1990-; 1.2.2.2.11.2.3).  

Thomas Bain (1.3.3.4) 

Thomas (Tom) Ian Bain (see photographs in Section 5) was born in Alloa in 1888 and died in Burnaby, 
British Columbia in 1969 aged 81. As a child, he was not a good student: he often played truant, 
received several canings, and was expelled at least once. He is listed in the 1901 Census of Population, 
when he would have been 13, as a “scholar”; since the school-leaving age in Scotland was then 14, he 
probably left school the following year. He then entered his father’s trade and was apprenticed as a 
stonemason. The 1911 Census of Population lists him as a “Constable, Burncrooks Water Works” in 
Blanefield and living in Auchineden in the District of Killearn near Stirling (see photograph in Section 
5). He claimed he joined the police to get a pair of boots that would fit his large feet.  

A few months after the Census, he emigrated to Canada. He sailed “intermediate” class from Glasgow 
on 10 June 1911 aboard the S.S. Hesperian, arriving at Quebec on 17 June. His occupation in Scotland 
was recorded on the ship’s manifest as police constable, his intended occupation in Canada as mason, 
his amount of cash as $35.00 (about $700 in 2019 values), his religion as Presbyterian, and his 
destination as Calgary/Winnipeg (Winnipeg was crossed out and Calgary inserted above it). He 
indicated on the manifest that he intended to reside permanently in Canada, but his intention, 
according to his daughter Peggy (1.3.3.4.2), was to go for a year or two, make some money, and then 
return to Scotland. Whatever his intention, having left Scotland, he never returned. 

Although he seems to have been uncertain whether he would go to Calgary or Winnipeg, he decided 
in favour of the latter, where several of his siblings and in-laws already lived. Upon arriving in 
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Winnipeg, he worked as a stonemason in St. Boniface, then a separate city and now a municipality of 
Winnipeg. By the time his son George (1.3.3.4.1) was born in 1913, he was a guard at the federal 
penitentiary at Stony Mountain, about 27 miles northwest of Winnipeg. He was still working in this 
capacity when his daughter Peggy was born in 1915. The records of the Winnipeg Police Department 
indicate that he was a Constable there from 19 April to 31 August 1916. He was then an “abattoir 
worker” at Swift Canadian Company Ltd in 1917-18; a labourer at the Manitoba Cold Storage Company 
in 1918-19; and a boilermaker’s helper at Canadian National Railways in 1919-20. 

In 1920 the Canadian Pacific Railway advertised for journeymen boilermakers and Tom Bain applied. 
On being asked for his “papers”, he claimed, according to his son George (1.3.3.4.1), to be unable to 
produce them because he had left them in the “old country”. He was nevertheless hired. Hence after 
being a boilermaker’s helper for only a year or so, and having never served an apprenticeship as a 
boilermaker, he became one and worked in that capacity for the CPR at Weston Shops (see 
photographs in Section 5) for 23 years.  

While he worked at the CPR, Tom Bain was an active trade unionist and labour politician. He held 
various positions in the International Boilermakers’ and Helpers’ Union, including chairman of its 
Weston Shops Committee, president of Local 126 in Winnipeg, and general chairman of the Union’s 
Western Canadian Region. From his base in the boilermakers’ union, he was elected as a delegate to 
the Winnipeg Trades and Labour Council and to its Executive Committee, and he became involved in 
labour politics. In November 1942 he stood for the Labour Election Committee/Labour Progressive 
Party in Ward 2 (Central and West Winnipeg) as an aldermanic candidate for election to Winnipeg City 
Council. He was one of five candidates for three seats and, in a transferable ballot, came fourth. An 
article in the Winnipeg Free Press during the election campaign pointed out that he “has always been 
anti-fascist”, its way of saying that he was a communist. 

Tom did not like the cold winters in Winnipeg and for many years spoke of leaving the CPR and moving 
to Vancouver “to enjoy life”. In 1943 he did so. He went ahead of his wife and family and, when settled, 
sent for them; eventually, all his children except George followed him to Vancouver. He worked as a 
boilermaker at the Burrard shipyards in North Vancouver and there, as in Winnipeg, he became 
involved in the labour movement, being an active member of the Marine Workers and Boilermakers 
Industrial Union and a supporter of the Communist Party. In 1948, prompted by a broken leg he had 
sustained at work and probably also by the onset of Parkinson’s disease from which he died twenty 
years later, he retired at age 60, claiming that he had worked long enough “to support the system and 
now the system can support me”.  

He died in 1969. An obituary in the Pacific Tribune by its editor, his Scots friend Tom McEwen, stated 
that Tom Bain was “a long-time member of the Communist Party and a strong supporter of the Pacific 
Tribune and the progressive Marxist press generally”. But his widow, in sending a copy of the obituary 
and a note to her stepson George, wrote that “I wish they hadn’t mentioned the Communist Party as 
he didn’t belong to that for years, but supported them.” 

Tom Bain married twice. His first marriage was in 1912 to Margaret (Meg) Smith Smart (1880-1915; 
1.3.3.4a; see photographs in Section 5), a cook who worked for various well-off families in Scotland. 
She met Tom in Scotland and came to Canada to marry him, sailing “intermediate” class from Glasgow 
on 17 June 1912 aboard the S.S. Pretorian, arriving at Quebec on 27 June. Her occupation in Scotland 
and her intended occupation in Canada were recorded on the ship’s manifest as “domestic servant”, 
her religion as Church of Scotland, and her destination as Winnipeg. She married Tom on 2 July 1912, 
a few days after arriving in Winnipeg. She gave birth to her first child George (1.3.3.4.1) on 16 June 
1913 and her second child, Margaret (Peggy; 1.3.3.4.2), on 6 January 1915, dying about two weeks 
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later of “child-bed fever”, a post-natal infection resulting from the midwife’s failure to keep the 
surroundings sufficiently hygienic. She was buried – under her maiden name of Smart, as is the custom 
in Scotland – in the graveyard of Christ Church, an Anglican church just outside the wall of Stony 
Mountain Penitentiary. 

His second marriage was to Lillian Cumming (1897-1988; 1.3.3.4b; see photographs in Section 5) in 
1918. She was born on a farm near Belmont, Manitoba, about 125 miles southwest of Winnipeg, but 
she and her family moved to Winnipeg probably around 1910. She was the second youngest of nine 
children, three boys and six girls. After finishing school, she took a course in Pitman shorthand and 
typing and then worked as a clerk and stenographer for several firms in Winnipeg. And after she 
married and became a full-time homemaker, she typed her husband’s union correspondence and 
documents (on a manual Royal typewriter). She met Tom Bain at a dance in Winnipeg and married 
him when she was about three months pregnant with their son, Thomas Ian (1.3.3.4.3). He was the 
first of nine children that she gave birth to in thirteen years and, in addition to raising them, she 
brought up her two stepchildren, George and Peggy, when they returned in 1923 from Scotland, 
where they had been sent in 1917 after the death of their mother (see below). She died in Burnaby, a 
city immediately to the east of Vancouver, in 1988 aged 90.  

Lillian was a remarkable woman. Her stepdaughter Peggy wrote that 

Not enough can be said of my stepmother, Lillian . . .. Although quite young, with four children 
already, she found herself with two more, George and Margaret, when we returned from 
Scotland. During the depths of the Great Depression in the ‘30s, with six children, who 
gradually increased in number to a total of eleven, she struggled to dress and feed them, living 
in a house without electricity and running water, for many years and did a heroic job. My mum 
and I were quite close, as a lot of the work fell to me, being the oldest girl. George and Mum 
were also close, because while I was indoors looking after the children, etc., Mum would often 
be working with George in the barn milking the cow.  

And Lillian’s daughter Ellen (1.3.3.4.6) wrote that  

She was a mother to us all – fair in all her dealings with family disputes. After the children 
were grown up she had time to enjoy a bingo game and a bet on the horse races. She also 
enjoyed a few trips to [the gambling casinos of] Reno [Nevada] with her family.  

Tom Bain and his family lived at many different addresses after he arrived in Manitoba. When he was 
a guard at Stony Mountain, he and his family lived in accommodation provided by the penitentiary. 
After his first wife died and he had left the penitentiary, he lived at 621 and then 1926 William Avenue, 
near to where his second wife’s family lived at 443 William Avenue, and then at 300 Kensington Street 
in the St James area of the city. Around 1920 he bought some land on Vernon Road in the Sturgeon 
Creek area of St James and lived in a shack that existed there. In 1921 he and his father-in-law built a 
house on the land, which eventually became known as 686 Vernon Road (see photographs in Section 
5) – near to where Winnipeg International Airport is now located – and subsequently a barn, a chicken 
coop and a pigeon house. The land, on which they grew vegetables for their own use, ultimately 
comprised about 1.5 acres. The house had a pitched roof and the loft underneath was divided into 
two rooms; the seven boys slept in these. Downstairs comprised two bedrooms – the parents slept in 
one and the four girls slept in the other – and a living room. To begin with, they cooked and ate in the 
living room, but eventually Tom added an extension that ran the full length of the house and contained 
a kitchen, a pantry, and a bathroom. The house was not insulated; you could see the nails in the roof 
of the loft as you lay in bed. Nor did the house have central heating: the two rooms upstairs were 
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heated by the chimney that ran up through the centre of the house, the downstairs by a stove in the 
living room. The house did not have running water; they used a pump – which was located on the next 
street, Whytewold Road – and had a chemical toilet. And for several years the house had no electricity; 
they used coal oil lamps for light. A picture of the house in 1929-30 (see photographs in Section 5) 
reveals how basic it was; it also shows eight of the children and a long pole tied to a tree stump holding 
up the aerial for the radio.  

       When Ellen (1.3.3.4.6) died, she left a record, which she had typed in capitals from a hand-written 
note, of her recollections of life at 686 Vernon Road.  

RECOLLECTIONS OF 686 VERNON ROAD 

It was built by my Dad and Grampa Cumming (Mom’s Dad). It never had a coat of paint – it 
was so weathered it looked silver grey. The ground floor consisted of a large kitchen with a 
pantry off and a bathroom next door. The pantry had a trap door in the floor to the dugout 
below, where potatoes, vegetables and fruit were stored for the winter. The pantry was open 
shelves. The bathtub was aluminum or tin and the stool had to be emptied when needed. 
Dad fixed a big tank in the kitchen corner by the bathroom and installed pipes (water) to the 
Canada Pride cook stove [a wood-burning stove] and connected it up to the watertank. This 
was filled from the rain barrel outside the corner by the pantry. Mother had to heat the irons 
on top of the stove before any pressing was done. A churn sat in the opposite corner by the 
pantry door and Mom saved the cream when the cow, Daisy, was milked by George and made 
butter. The buttermilk left we got as a treat. Dad made benches with two against the wall. 
Dad had a chair, also Mum, and I believe Margaret did also, but Eddy and I sat on the hutch 
[storage chest] that once belonged to Grandma Cumming. It had an enamel table base. Four 
pails of water sat in the corner beside it. Allan’s chore was to fill them at the pump everyday. 
He was nervous in the dark and when he forgot or was late he would promise the kids a ride 
on the two-wheeled cart to and from the pump. The pails of water hung from the shafts. This 
was used for drinking and cooking. The front room off the kitchen had a Toronto couch [an 
inexpensive couch that could be opened out into a double bed] along the wall. Margaret and 
I slept on it. The door to Mum and Dad’s bedroom was off the side – next to the doorway a 
round pot-bellied stove stood with a pot of water on top. The stove pipes went up through 
the roof and through the boys first bedroom and out the roof. Next to the stove was the 
doorway into a small bedroom and the stairs went up from it. The boys slept 3 in a bed; two 
at the top and one at the bottom. George, Billy, and Russ in the 2nd bedroom; Ian, Allan and 
Eddy in the 1st, and Ron in the crib. Later, Ron slept with Marg[aret] & me and Flo in the crib. 
When Lill came along she slept in the carriage. On the far wall of the front room was a big 
picture of Pinky [?] and another of a young blonde curly haired boy sitting blowing bubbles. 
We used to say it was Billy on account of the blonde curly hair. They were left on the wall 
when we moved to Weston. Dad had a Sparton radio console [see advertisement in Section 
5] and we used to wait for him to turn it on to listen to Amos and Andy [a radio sitcom set in 
Harlem, Manhattan’s historic black community] and Lulu Belle and Skyland Scotty [a country 
music act] on Saturday nights. Mom listened to Ma Perkins [a radio soap opera]. We kids 
weren’t allowed to touch it. The library table was in front of the window and Mum had her 
plants on it. Her mother’s old treadle sewing machine was beside the heater. Marg[ret] got 
it when we moved to B.C. There were coal oil lamps on the walls and a standing one on the 
kitchen table before we got electricity. Dad had to pay $50 a pole plus wiring to have it 
connected to Whytewold power poles. 
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Ellen’s recollection of her time at Vernon Road gives a good idea of how hard life was for the Bain 
family in Winnipeg in the 1920s and 1930s. So do some of the events that occurred there during this 
period. When the youngest child Lillian (1.3.3.4.11) was an infant, a cracked teapot that her parents 
could not find the money to replace shattered and badly scalded her; the resulting medical bills were 
so large in relation to the family’s income that her father had to pay them off little by little over many 
months from each week’s pay. Lack of income also caused arguments between Tom and his wife when 
he expected her to feed political and trade union friends whom he had invited to “stop by”, because 
such hospitality meant less money to spend on food and clothing for the children. Perhaps most 
revealing of the family’s dire financial position is that in the early 1930s the school authorities became 
so concerned about some of the children’s welfare that they came to the house to offer financial 
assistance – assistance that embarrassed the parents and was refused.  

In 1933 the family sold 686 Vernon Road for about $500 (about $9,600 in 2019 values) and moved to 
a rented house, 1539 Alexander Avenue, and in 1939-40 to another rented house, 1562 
Alexander Avenue; in 1942-43 they bought and moved to 300 Milton Street (see photograph in 
Section 5). Unlike 686 Vernon Road, all these houses were in the Weston area of Winnipeg close 
to the CPR’s Weston Shops, where Tom Bain and, by 1931, his son George worked. After Tom and 
most of his family moved to British Columbia, they lived at 1642 Woodland Drive, Vancouver from 
1943 to 1949, at 1517 Parker Street, Vancouver from 1949 to 1964, and at 4044 Pandora Street, 
North Burnaby from July 1964 until Tom died in 1969. 

In addition to his trade union and political activities, Tom Bain had several other interests outside his 
work. He was a member of the Masonic Order, and he belonged to the Sons of Scotland, a fraternal 
benefit society that attempts to preserve the Scottish culture that has been an important part of the 
Canadian Mosaic. He never lost his Scottish accent despite living in Canada almost the whole of his 
adult life; he attended a Robbie Burns celebration most years; and in later life liked to sing songs from 
the “old country” in harmony with his brother William (Bill) (1.3.3.2) when he came to visit (see above, 
p. 14).

His greatest passion was pigeons. In both Winnipeg and Vancouver, he kept pigeons and raced them 
all over North America. A bronze medal/watch fob that he and his son George won from the Winnipeg 
Racing Pigeon Club in 1929 has survived (see photograph in Section 5). And although he could be 
ruthless to the pigeons if they did not win races – snapping their necks to ensure, in the best Darwinian 
tradition, the survival of the fittest – he was also very protective of them. Numerous stories support 
this claim. To cite only one, in which I was involved, I was talking to him in the summer of 1959 in the 
kitchen of his home on Parker Street in Vancouver when he noticed a neighbour’s cat on the roof of 
his pigeon loft in the back yard. Without rising from his chair, he pushed open the outer screen door 
with his foot, picked up a nearby BB gun (an air gun that fires metallic ball projectiles), pushed it 
through the opening and fired it, hitting the cat, which howled loudly and scampered quickly off the 
roof of the loft.  

Tom Bain was a big man. In his prime, he was 6 2½”, 205 pounds, had a huge chest, enormous wrists 
and hands with a powerful grip, and large feet (size 13). He was also a larger-than-life character about 
whom stories abound (see pp. 177-78 in the Database). The most famous, which was always told, 
retold, and embellished at family gatherings, concerned the family’s horse. Around 1926 Tom’s 
brother George (1.3.3.7), who was then unemployed, had come to Winnipeg looking for work, and 
was staying at Tom’s home on Vernon Road while he did so. One day, after Tom had gone to work, 
George went to the barn to find the horse was down in its stall in great pain, probably with colic. He 
tried without success to get the horse on its feet and eventually concluded that the only way to stop 
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the horse from suffering was to shoot it. To get a clean shot, he cut a hole in the side of the barn over 
the horse’s head. Tom arrived home to find his horse dead and his barn in need of repair. Moreover, 
the dead horse had been left in its stall and had swelled to such an extent that a neighbour’s horse 
had to be used to drag the body out of the barn and then a large hole dug to bury it. Tom had an 
explosive temper that was as big as the rest of him. Hence his mood on this and similar occasions can 
be easily imagined. 

Tom also had a powerful voice that tended to frighten some of his grandchildren. He was nevertheless 
kind to the “bairns”, as he called them, often giving them treats and money – money that his wife 
could probably have better used to run their household. Indeed, I remember when he visited my dad 
and his family in Winnipeg in 1946, he gave me several dollars and stressed that I should not mention 
his generosity to grandma. My cousins, Dorothy Chunn and Lorna Tyler (1.3.3.4.2.1 and 1.3.3.4.2.2), 
have similar recollections of their childhood in Vancouver, with the addition that, when their 
grandfather was not present, their mother Peggy gave the money back to Grandma Lillian. 

He was less good to his own children, especially the boys, often strapping them with his leather belt 
when he believed they had misbehaved. Corporal punishment for children was not uncommon in 
those days, but his children were much closer to their mother than to their father, again not 
uncommon, even today. What was less common, even then, was his insensitivity and failure to 
consider other people’s feelings and views. When my father took my mother to his home on 
Alexander Avenue in 1936-37 to meet his family for the first time, Tom Bain did not bother to 
“dress-up”, remaining shirtless with his police braces holding up his rough trousers and his winter 
long underwear showing underneath them. My mother never forgave him for slighting her and 
embarrassing his son in this way. She refused to allow me to be named Thomas, as the Scottish 
naming pattern suggested, and whenever she chastised me for some misdemeanour, she would 
often add as a final criticism, “you are just like your grandfather Bain”. 

It was perhaps inevitable that a strongly willed, young, conservative, Irish woman from a lower 
middle-class family would fail to get on with a similarly willed, older, Scottish, working-class, 
communist man. But his insensitivity and failure to consider other people’s feelings and views 
extended beyond my mother. While his wife Lillian was away visiting friends in 1935-36, he sold the 
property on Vernon Road without consulting her; when she returned, she was surprised to find that 
she and her family had moved to Alexander Avenue. Similarly, when he decided to move to British 
Columbia in 1943, he gave short shrift to the views of some other members of the family – for 
example, Ellen (1.3.3.4.6) – who wanted to remain in Winnipeg. And when Ellen and her sister Lillian 
(1.3.3.4.11) got married, he refused – for reasons we do not know – to attend their weddings, which 
greatly hurt them and their fiancés. 

Tom was a rebel throughout his life, as is demonstrated by his behaviour at school in Scotland and his 
trade union and political activities in Canada. Yet he became a policeman and a prison guard; perhaps 
economic necessity demanded that he did. He married his first wife in a church and his second wife 
in the home of a Methodist minister; perhaps they insisted on a religious ceremony. He also gave an 
incorrect, earlier date of marriage on the birth certificates of his sons Ian, Allan, and Edwin to 
disguise that his second wife was pregnant when they married; perhaps he did so to protect her 
sensibilities. But since he was also a member of the Masonic Order and the Sons of Scotland, these 
events more likely reveal that despite his rebellious nature, Tom also had several conservative 
elements to his character. His ownership of the collected works of two American writers who each 
won the Nobel Prize in Literature, Sinclair Lewis and John Steinbeck, suggest that he also 
appreciated great literature. 
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Tom Bain was, to say the least, a complex man. He was not a “street angel, home devil”, helping the 
working class outside his home while abusing his family inside it:  he disciplined his sons with his belt, 
as did many fathers at the time, but not his daughters; he did not drink excessively or waste money 
gambling; and he did not beat his wife, who greatly missed him after he died. But he was self-centred, 
often putting his own interests before those of others and being insensitive to their needs and 
feelings. He is a difficult person to sum up in a few words. But perhaps the following story helps to do 
so. In 1960, just before I was commissioned as a sub-lieutenant in the Royal Canadian Naval Reserve, 
I was serving on a minesweeper off the West Coast of Canada. One day the senior petty officer in 
charge of the engine room approached me to say that he was also from Winnipeg, had worked at the 
CPR before he had joined the navy, and asked if I was related to Tom Bain. In the political climate of 
the time, I was not eager to advertise to naval personnel my communist connections, but I told him 
that Tom was my grandfather. He smiled and said “Tom was a good man. He always stood up to the 
CPR and fought for the men.”  That is a fitting epitaph for him and one that he would have appreciated. 

Tom Bain and Margaret Smart had two children: George and Peggy. Tom and Lillian Cumming had a 
further nine: Ian, Allan, Edwin, Ellen, William, Russell, Ronald, Florence, and Lillian.  

 

George Alexander Bain (1.3.3.4.1) 

George Alexander Bain (see photographs in Section 5) was born in Stony Mountain, Manitoba in 1913 
and died in Winnipeg in 2006 aged 93. Following the death of his mother in 1915, his aunt and uncle, 
Meg and William Bain (1.3.3.2a and 1.3.3.2), looked after him (and his sister Peggy) at their home in 
Winnipeg. Then in 1917, to help Tom Bain honour a promise he had made to his dying wife, and 
despite the war and the dangers it presented to shipping, Meg took the children to Alloa to live with 
their paternal grandparents, George and Caroline (née Bowie) Bain (1.3.3 and 1.3.3a). Six years later, 
their grandmother brought them back to Canada; they sailed for ten days from Liverpool aboard the 
S.S. Metagama, arriving in St. John, New Brunswick on 8 January 1923. They went on to Winnipeg to 
join their father, stepmother, and their children at 686 Vernon Road (see above, p. 25). In 1935-36 
the family moved to 1539 Alexander Avenue and George lived there until shortly before his marriage 
in 1937.  

In Scotland George attended a school that was across the road from the Earl of Mar’s estate. After 
returning from Scotland, he continued his education at three schools in the St James area of Winnipeg: 
Strathmillan School, Bannatyne Public School, and St James Collegiate Institute, which was then part 
of Linwood School. George and Peggy were both good students. But their parents were hard pressed 
financially and found burdensome the costs of keeping their two oldest children at school: in addition 
to the help that Peggy could give in raising her numerous siblings and that George’s employment could 
contribute to the family’s income, were school fees and the cost of books, which were relatively high 
since they could not be handed down as both children were in the same grade. Their teacher in Grade 
VIII had to talk their parents into letting them go on to Grade IX; indeed, she went so far as to pay for 
their schoolbooks. Her achievement was short-lived, however, because George was taken out of 
school just after he completed his Grade IX examinations and Peggy just before she did so.  

George’s first job after leaving school aged 15 was as a waterboy during the summer of 1928 for 
Carter-Halls-Aldinger Company, a building firm, working on the construction of the Power Building; 
he obtained this job through his uncle, Alex Scott (1.3.3.3a), who was a foreman on the project. He 
then worked for about eight months at McKendry Dairy in Winnipeg and subsequently for about six 
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months on a farm owned by the Herns family at Deerhorn, Manitoba, about 83 miles northwest of 
Winnipeg. 

In April 1931, he followed his father into the Canadian Pacific Railway. He began as an apprentice 
carman at Weston Shops in Winnipeg and, because of short time working (only ten days employment 
a month) during the Great Depression, his apprenticeship lasted until July 1939. Apart from a few 
months in Fort William, Ontario, he spent his entire railway career at Weston Shops, eventually 
becoming a lead hand and ultimately a foreman. He took early retirement in 1973 to look after his 
wife who was in poor health and spent much of the next fifteen years looking after her.  

When he completed his apprenticeship in 1939, he was laid-off because of shortage of work. During 
the next two years, he worked only intermittently for the CPR and in October 1941 it released him for 
the war effort. He then worked in Winnipeg as a carpenter for Carter-Halls-Aldinger building hangars 
for MacDonald Bros. Aircraft Ltd, where he was seen as “an efficient, capable carpenter” who “can be 
relied upon and is of sober character and trustworthy”; as a carpenter for Fraser-Brace Company 
building a cordite plant; as a carpenter and leading hand building and repairing planes for MacDonald 
Bros. Aircraft Ltd, where he was seen not only as a “journeyman woodworker” but also as “a very 
competent metal worker” who was “very reliable and trustworthy” and who “we can highly 
recommend . . . to anyone desiring his services”.  

In May 1944 he joined the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve at HMCS Chippawa and served as 
a shipwright in Winnipeg, Toronto, Halifax, and Sydney; he attained the rank of Petty Officer First 
Class. He was demobilised in January 1946 and his discharge papers state: 

Bain is an older man, mature and confident. Speaks clearly and expresses himself ably. 
Education level reached is Grade 9. “M” score indicates average learning ability. Assessments 
on this man indicate that he has a thorough knowledge of his work, consistent in his attitude 
and application – generally termed as a good type of man. . .. Plans on applying his re-
establishment credits towards the mortgage on his home. 

In his younger days he was a keen cyclist; he and his brother-in-law Sayers Bamford raced in each 
other’s slip streams between Winnipeg and Winnipeg Beach (about fifty miles). He was also an 
enthusiastic hockey player –  he played goal at a time when goalies did not wear masks and he was hit 
by a puck that left him with a scar above his left eye – and he boxed in the navy until a match in which 
he broke his opponent’s wrist. In later life, he became an elder of John Black Memorial United Church 
as well as a Sunday School teacher and head of the Boys’ Brigade there. Following the death of his 
wife, he became a volunteer worker with the Age & Opportunity Center and an enthusiastic swimmer 
at the YM-YWCA.  
Politically, he was a social democrat, supporting the Co-operative Commonwealth Federation and its 
successor, the New Democratic Party, and, at work, he was a committed trade unionist, serving 
as President of Jubilee Lodge No. 6 of the Railway Carmen of Canada. Although a man 
of strong opinions, he was thoughtful and tolerant of opposing views. He was a natural leader to 
whom others turned for advice and help.  

In 1993 he suffered a stroke that left him partially paralysed but, with the help of friends and 
professional carers, he began to enjoy life again. At his personal care home and nearby restaurants, 
he became a well-known figure in his motorised wheelchair, learned how to use a computer, and flew 
from Winnipeg to Baltimore to attend the wedding of his granddaughter.  
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In October 1937 he married Margaret Ioleen Bamford (Madge, 1904-88; 1.3.3.4.1a; see photographs 
in Section 5). He met her through her brother Sayers who worked with George as a carman at the CPR. 
Shortly before his marriage to Madge, he joined her (as well as her father and her brother Sayers) at 
Suite 4, Central Park Apartments, 389 Cumberland Avenue, Winnipeg. In 1942 they bought and moved 
to 362 Melbourne Avenue in the suburb of East Kildonan. And in the spring of 1944, they moved to 
181 Leighton Avenue, East Kildonan, where they remained for the rest of their lives. 

George and Madge had one son, George. They also formally adopted Madge’s nephew, Brian 
Bamford, and informally adopted “Grampa Simpson”.  

George Sayers Bain (1939-; 1.3.3.4.1.1; see photographs in Acknowledgements and Section 5) 
graduated from the University of Manitoba with a BA (Hons) in economics and political science and 
an MA in economics, and then proceeded to Oxford to do a doctorate in industrial relations. Following 
a studentship and a research fellowship at Nuffield College, Oxford, he held professorships at the 
University of Manchester Institute of Science & Technology and the University of Warwick, where he 
was also director of the Social Science Research Council’s Industrial Relations Research Unit and chair 
of the School of Industrial and Business Studies. He was then Principal of London Business School and 
subsequently the President and Vice Chancellor of Queen’s University Belfast. He has been a mediator 
and arbitrator in numerous industrial disputes and has engaged extensively in public service, 
particularly by chairing several government commissions and inquiries, including the Low Pay 
Commission, which introduced the National Minimum Wage into the UK in 1999. He has received a 
number of prizes and honours, including twelve honorary doctorates, and a knighthood from the 
Queen in 2001. 

In 1962 he married Carol Lynne Ogden White (1939-2000; 1.3.3.4.1.1a), who also graduated from the 
University of Manitoba and then became a social worker and college lecturer. They had two children 
– Katherine and David – and were divorced in 1987. The following year he married Frances Gwynneth 
Vickers (1945-; 1.3.3.4.1.1b; see photograph in Section 5), who graduated from the University of 
Sussex and became a university administrator. Following her husband’s move to London Business 
School and Queen’s University Belfast, she undertook a significant unpaid support role to him in the 
successful development of both institutions. She also devoted a considerable amount of time in 
Northern Ireland to public service as chair of Extra Care, a domiciliary-care charity; a member and 
chair of the Independent Monitoring Board at the Young Offenders Centre and Prison; and a governor 
and director of Lagan College, the first integrated (Catholic and Protestant) school in Northern Ireland. 

Katherine Anne Bain (1967-; 1.3.3.4.1.1.1) graduated from the University of Manchester with 
a BA in modern languages and political science. She then worked in Mexico as an educator 
and community worker on a series of projects targeted at street children and subsequently 
undertook a series of consulting assignments with Save the Children, UNICEF, the European 
Union, and the Mexican government. In 1995 she took an MSc in social policy and planning in 
developing countries at the London School of Economics. She then joined the World Bank, 
where she was primarily concerned with its policies and programmes in Latin America and 
Africa. She retired early from the Bank in 2016. She then became active in a pressure group 
resisting the values and policies of President Donald Trump, founding Maryland WISE (Women 
Indivisible Strong Effective) and turning her attention to local rather than international 
activism. In 2000 she married Steven Keith Moulsdale (1967-; 1.3.3.4.1.1.1a), who, after taking 
degrees in finance and economics, business administration, and law became a partner in the 
Baltimore-headquartered law firm Whiteford, Taylor & Preston, where he specialises in data 
privacy, data security, and other emerging areas of technology law. They have two children: 
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Megan Carol Moulsdale (2002-; 1.3.3.4.1.1.1.1) and Ella Sofia Moulsdale (2004-; 
1.3.3.4.1.1.1.2).  

David Thomas Bain (1969-; 1.3.3.4.1.1.2; see photograph in Section 5) graduated from the 
University of Oxford in 1991 with a BA Honours in politics, philosophy and economics. From 
1991 to 1995, he undertook a master’s and preliminary doctoral work in philosophy at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, returning in 1995 to Oxford to complete his DPhil 
(1999), which investigated pain and bodily perception. He was then a lecturer in philosophy 
at the Universities of Bristol (2000-03) and Nottingham (2003-04). Since 2004, he has been at 
the University of Glasgow, where he is now (2019) a Reader in Philosophy. In 2011 he married 
Rose Margaret Drew (1980-; 1.3.3.4.1.1.2a), who graduated from the University of Bristol with 
a BA in philosophy and theology, from the University of Birmingham with an MA in 
interreligious relations, and the University of Glasgow with a PhD in Buddhist-Christian “dual 
belonging”. She is now the director of Interfaith Glasgow, a charity that promotes friendship-
building, dialogue, and cooperation between people from different religious and belief 
backgrounds. They have two children: Alice Carol Bain (2013-; 1.3.3.4.1.1.2.1; see photograph 
in Section 5) and Beatrix Constance Bain (2016-; 1.3.3.4.1.1.2.2; see photograph in Section 5). 

Brian Sayers Bamford (1939-; 1.3.3.4.1.2; see photographs in Section 5) is the son of Madge Bain’s 
(1.3.3.4.1a) brother, Sayers Bamford (1912-82), and Ada Lillian Devlin (1914-89), who were married 
in 1938. Following his parents’ divorce in May 1941, in which his mother obtained custody of Brian, 
he lived on various occasions with his mother, her sister Marion and her husband Alex Blackburn, and 
my parents, who in November 1950 legally adopted him. He graduated from the University of 
Manitoba with a Diploma in Art in 1961. He has worked mainly in Toronto as a freelance artist-
sculptor. He has completed commissions for organisations such as the Royal Ontario Museum and the 
National Museum in Ottawa and has undertaken numerous projects in advertising and film. In 1983 
he married Frances Page Downing (1943-; 1.3.3.4.1.2a), a dancer with the Canadian National Ballet; 
they divorced in 1992. In 2006 he entered into a partnership with Heather Mary Rigby (1946-; 
1.3.3.4.1.2b), who has a master’s degree in visual art from York University in Toronto and has worked 
as an artist in the film and television industries and other sectors.  

Robert Murray Simpson (c. 1867-1958; see photograph in Section 5) was referred to in an obituary 
written by my parents as the “beloved grandfather of Mrs George Bain” which, since he was not her 
genealogical grandfather, indicates that she and my father nevertheless regarded him as a member 
of the family. She got to know Murray when they were both living on Martin Avenue in Elmwood in 
the period 1933-37. When his second wife was dying in 1936, she asked Madge to promise that she 
would look after him. My mother was a woman who took her promises seriously, and she looked after 
Murray for the next twenty years. 

Following the death of his wife, he joined my mother and father as a boarder at Suite 4, Central Park 
Apartments, 389 Cumberland Avenue, Winnipeg and remained there until 1942, when they moved to 
362 Melbourne Avenue, East Kildonan, where he followed them as a boarder. In 1944 they moved to 
181 Leighton Avenue which, with only two bedrooms, was initially seen as too small to accommodate 
Murray. Hence although he frequently came to dinner with us, he spent the next few years in rented 
accommodation in Elmwood.  

In the early 1950s, as Murray was getting older and his savings were running down, he came to live at 
181 Leighton Avenue. One of the two bedrooms, which were on the first floor, was occupied by Brian 
and me and the other by my parents, so they converted the dining room on the ground floor into a 
bedroom for Murray. But, as he aged and had greater need for the only bathroom in the house, which 
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was next to my parent’s bedroom, he occupied it and my parents moved downstairs to the dining 
room.  

Towards the end of his life, Murray fell and broke his hip and had to be hospitalised. After being 
discharged from hospital, he initially went into a nursing home, but it was badly run, and he was very 
unhappy there. The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in Winnipeg was then converting the old 
Children’s Hospital at the corner of Redwood Avenue and Main Street into the Holy Family Home, a 
residence for the elderly run by the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate. My mother went to see the 
Sister Superior, Sister Melitta. They were two forceful, caring women and, despite one being a 
Ukrainian Catholic and the other an Irish Protestant, they formed a strong friendship. And Murray, 
although a Protestant himself, was one of the first people admitted to the Holy Family Home, and he 
remained there for the rest of his days.  

While Murray was living with us on Leighton Avenue and still mobile, he would go most afternoons to 
the Elmwood Community Club to play cards, particularly cribbage, with other pensioners who were 
members there. Although he was the oldest member, he always complained about the “old folks” who 
could not do the mental arithmetic to keep up with the play. He remained sharp and alert to the end 
of his life. He was also a proud and independent man. He did not initially take up the federal pension 
at the age of 65 because he regarded it as a form of charity, but he was able to maintain himself during 
most of his retirement. Towards the end, however, his savings were exhausted, he had only the state 
pension to live on, and my parents had to help him financially. 

 

Margaret (Peggy) Elizabeth Caroline Bain (1.3.3.4.2) 

Peggy Bain (see photographs in Section 5) was born in Stony Mountain, Manitoba in 1915 and died in 
Vancouver, British Columbia in 2002 aged 87. Following the death of her mother in 1915, her aunt and 
uncle, Meg and William Bain (1.3.3.2a and 1.3.3.3), looked after her (and her brother George) at their 
home in Winnipeg. Then in 1917, to help Tom Bain honour a promise he had made to his dying wife, 
Meg took the children to Alloa to live with their paternal grandparents, George and Caroline (née 
Bowie) Bain (1.3.3 and 1.3.3a). Six years later, their grandmother brought them back to Canada; they 
sailed for ten days from Liverpool aboard the S.S. Metagama, arriving in St. John, New Brunswick on 
8 January 1923. They went on to Winnipeg to join their father, stepmother, and their children at 686 
Vernon Road (see above, pp. 25-27).  

In Scotland Peggy attended a school that was across the road from the Earl of Mar’s estate. After 
returning from Scotland, she continued her education at three schools in the St James area of 
Winnipeg: Strathmillan School, Bannatyne Public School, and St James Collegiate Institute, which was 
then part of Linwood School. Peggy and George were both good students. But their parents were hard 
pressed financially and found burdensome the costs of keeping their two oldest children at school: in 
addition to the help that Peggy could give in raising her numerous siblings, and that George’s 
employment could contribute to the family’s income, were school fees and the cost of books, which 
were relatively high since they could not be handed down as both children were in the same grade. 
Their teacher in Grade VIII had to talk their parents into letting them go on to Grade IX; indeed, she 
went so far as to pay for their schoolbooks. Her achievement was short-lived, however, because 
George was taken out of school just after he completed his Grade IX examinations and Peggy just 
before she did so. She wrote that “I cried bitterly when this happened, as I really liked school – then 
my mum bribed me by promising to teach me to bake, and my dad promised me that I could go back 
later and even promised to buy a piano – what a laugh!” 
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After leaving school in 1928, when she was thirteen, she stayed home to help her mother raise the 
family. In 1935, aged twenty, she was finally freed of her family responsibilities when her father 
obtained a pass on the CPR to enable her to visit her Uncle George and Aunt Tina (1.3.3.7 and 1.3.3.7a)
in London, Ontario. Since she needed a new winter coat, she got a job as a domestic in the home of a 
United Church minister there. When the job ended, the minister wrote a reference stating that Peggy 
“is a young woman of sterling qualities, willing and efficient in her work, capable, trustworthy and of 
good moral character, and can be depended upon in every way.” 

After returning to Winnipeg, she went on Single Girls’ Relief, which paid about $8 (about $150 in 2019 
values) per month for rent and a similar amount for food. During this period, her life-long commitment 
to political action began to develop, encouraged by her own experiences of hardship and the example 
of her father’s trade-union and political activities. At the request of the Young Communist League and 
the Communist Party, which she had joined in 1935, she went to The Pas, Manitoba as a youth 
organiser in January 1937. The Pas is about 400 miles northwest of Winnipeg – a small town of 
about 3,500 people in the 1930s, a large proportion of them being Aboriginals (First Nations and 
Métis) – and it would have presented a significant challenge to a young, single, white woman. To 
support herself she worked for $18 (about $315 in 2019 values) a month plus her board in a general 
store owned by a Party member and roomed with another Party member for $1 (about $17.50 in 
2019 values) a week. Among other things, she edited and wrote a column and articles for the 
Observer, the Party’s fortnightly, mimeographed paper in The Pas. During the latter half of the 
1930s, she was also a member of the Canadian Labour Defence League, which assisted strikers who 
were being arrested and, in some cases, deported to their native countries.15 

She returned from The Pas to Winnipeg in 1939, and in 1940 she started to work for the T. Eaton 
Company in Winnipeg for 25 cents an hour. She remained there until she got married in 1941 because 
Eaton’s, like most companies at that time, did not employ married women. Shortly after her marriage, 
she became secretary of the Winnipeg Branch of the National Council for Democratic Rights,16 which 
was mainly concerned with seeking the release of communists and other progressives who had been 
jailed or interned under the War Measures Act. She stood as a candidate for the Labour Progressive 
Party – which had replaced the Communist Party after it was banned at the outbreak of World War II 
– for election to the Winnipeg Public School Board in 1942, 1945 and 1946, and in 1947 she was 
elected to the Board for Ward 2 (Central and West Winnipeg), but was defeated in the 1949 municipal 
elections. She made history by being the first communist candidate to be elected to any civic office 
outside Ward 3, the traditional “socialist” North End of Winnipeg.17 

15 J, Petryshyn, “Class Conflict and Civil Liberties: The Origins and Activities of the Canadian Labour Defence 
League, 1925-1940”, Labour/Le Travailleur, X (Autumn, 1982), pp. 39-63. 

16 Joan Sangster, Dreams of Equality: Women on the Canadian Left, 1920-1950 (Toronto: University of Toronto
Press, 1989). 

17 The North End of Winnipeg is a large urban area located to the north and northwest of downtown Winnipeg. 
It was usually defined in the first half of the 20th Century as the area north of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
mainline tracks to Burrows Avenue and west of the Red River to McPhillips Street. The CPR mainline and its 
Winnipeg yards, which are one of the biggest railway yards in the world, act as a physical barrier between the 
North End and the rest of Winnipeg to the south, which resulted in the North End becoming and remaining a 
distinct and unique part of Winnipeg. It was a largely working-class residential area containing large numbers of 
immigrants from central and eastern Europe, particularly Jews, Slavs, Scandinavians, and Germans. Although 
some British workers lived in the North End, they tended to have their own neighbourhoods, particularly around 
St John’s College and the Cathedral and Weston areas. The North End was Ward Three in the Old City of Winnipeg 
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In 1947 she also became president of the North Winnipeg branch of the Manitoba Housewives’ 
Association, a communist-sponsored consumers body, and in March of that year she led the Western 
Housewives’ Price Council to Ottawa to oppose the government’s cancellation of food subsidies; it 
obtained a meeting with, among others, the Hon. D.C. Abbott, Minister of Finance, and presented him 
with a brief advancing its case.18  As a result of Peggy’s activity in left-wing politics, a reporter for the 
Winnipeg Free Press dubbed her “Winnipeg’s La Passionaria”, the passion flower, a reference to 
Dolores Ibarruri, the Spanish Communist whose oratory in the 1930s inspired the Republicans to fight 
against Franco in the Civil War.  

In 1956 she and her family moved from Winnipeg to Vancouver. There she worked for several years 
in the offices of the Communist Party of British Columbia and the People’s Co-op Bookstore. For 
eleven years, she was office manager for the prominent firm of labour and criminal lawyers led by 
Harry Rankin and worked actively for his election to Vancouver City Council in the 1960s (see p. 215 
in the Database). She was also a member of the Executive Committee of Local 15 of the Office and 
Professional Employees International Union and a long-time member of the BC Peace Council. She 
stood as a candidate of the Committee of Progressive Electors19 for election to the Vancouver School 
Board in 1968 and on several other occasions, and to the Vancouver City Council in 1973. 

Peggy believed that capitalism makes the rich richer and the poor poorer, and she wanted to see it 
replaced by a communist system in which Marx’s principle “from each according to his abilities, to 
each according to his needs” would prevail. She remained committed to this basic philosophy 
throughout her life. She was committed not merely in principle but also in practice by joining the 
Communist Party, forming pressure groups, engaging in civic politics, and supporting a variety of 
progressive causes to advance the interests of the working class as she saw them. In short, she became 
a prominent, left-wing, political activist and, impressively, at a time when a woman’s role in society 
was generally confined to the home.  

A memorial service was held to celebrate Peggy’s life on 9 March 2002 at the Russian People’s Home, 
600 Campbell Avenue, Vancouver. The programme provided a brief but fitting summary of her life:  

Peggy was a multifaceted and talented woman, intelligent, well-read, active in political and 
community affairs, an unwavering advocate of peace and social justice. She was a devoted life 
partner, parent, grandparent, sibling, and a loyal, generous friend. Above all else, Peggy loved 
to learn, reading and travelling extensively. She was a gifted singer and public speaker. In 
eighty-seven years, Peggy touched many, in small ways and in large. We will miss her steady 
presence in our lives.  

Peggy married William Allan Chunn (1914-2001; 1.3.3.4.2a; see photographs in Section 5) in March 
1941. In December 1941 he enlisted as a Private in the Royal Canadian Engineers. His service included 
about eighteen months in Europe. While there, his gall bladder became infected and he was invalided 
back to England where it was removed; he was then sent back to Canada and was demobilised with 

 
and historically elected Communist Party aldermen (Jacob Penner and Joseph Zuken) and MLAs (James Litterick 
and Bill Kardash). See John Paskievich and Stephen Osborne, The North End (Winnipeg: University of Manitoba 
Press, 2007); and Russ Gourluck, The Mosaic Village: An Illustrated History of Winnipeg’s North End (Winnipeg, 
Great Plains Publications, 2010).  

18 Brian Thorn, “’Women Are Truly Wonderful in Their Ingenuity’, Radical Housewives and Consumer Protest 
During the Cold War Era”, Left History, XVIII (Spring/Summer, 2014), pp. 9-37, especially p. 13.  

19 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coalition_of_Progressive_Electors.  
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the rank of Lance Corporal in January 1945. In Winnipeg he worked as a driver of a horse-pulled milk 
wagon for the People’s Co-op,20 as a driver and a helper for the Winnipeg Electric Company, for Rainer 
Construction, and as a porter and garage man for Canadian National Railways. In British Columbia he 
worked as an electrician for Canadian National Railways, the Pacific Great Eastern Railway, the 
Vancouver Main Post Office, and Shaughnessy Hospital. 

Peggy and Allan had three children: Dorothy, Lorna, and Russell. 

Dorothy Ellen Gladys Chunn (1943-; 1.3.3.4.2.1; see photograph in Section 5) graduated with a BA in 
English and history from the University of British Columbia in 1964 and completed a year of teacher 
education. She then taught secondary school until she moved to Ontario in 1968 and began working 
in the Library of the Centre of Criminology at the University of Toronto. Between 1970 and 1982, she 
completed part-time an MA in sociology and criminology at the University of Toronto and in 1986 
received her PhD there in the same field. She then was a sessional lecturer at both the University of 
British Columbia and Simon Fraser University before obtaining a permanent position at the latter and 
eventually retiring there as a professor of criminology in 2010. In 1982 she formed a partnership with 
Robert (Bob) John Menzies (1951-; 1.3.3.4.2.1a), who also became a professor of criminology at Simon 
Fraser University and retired in 2015. 

Lorna Alyne Chunn (1946-; 1.3.3.4.2.2; see photographs in Section 5) graduated from the University 
of British Columbia with a BA in anthropology and sociology and then worked with emotionally 
disturbed children in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. She subsequently worked as an information officer 
in Regina for the Saskatchewan government during 1972-74 and as a librarian for the Institute of 
Northern Studies at the University of Saskatchewan at Saskatoon during 1975-76. She then began 
studying computer science at the University of Regina and in 1980 started work as a systems analyst 
with the Saskatchewan Computer Utility Corporation in Regina. In 1984 she was hired by Databank 
Systems in Wellington, New Zealand to do similar work there. The family emigrated to New Zealand 
before returning to Canada in 1987 where Lorna joined Co-operative Data Services Ltd as a consultant 
and project manager. In 1991 she took a leave of absence to work with the Regina Public Library on a 
workplace literacy initiative. In 1992-93 she attended the University of Regina to complete part-time 
a BEd degree that she had begun a few years earlier. She entered semi-retirement as manager of 
systems training for Crown Life Insurance in Regina in 2000. She subsequently worked for United Way 
Regina on a project offering organisational development services to inner-city community 
associations. From 2002 to 2006, she worked on contract as a consultant with boards of not-for-profit 
community organisations. She retired in 2006.  

In 1969 she married Ronald Lamb (1946-; 1.3.3.4.2.2a); they divorced in 1971. In the same year she 
married David Murray Alexander Tyler (1947-; 1.3.3.4.2.2b), who, after graduating from the University 
of Regina with a BA in sociology in 1968, also worked with emotionally disturbed children in Moose 
Jaw. In 1971 he became an underwriter with Co-operators Insurance Services in Regina. In 1974 he 
moved to Saskatoon where he managed the Youth Programme of the Co-op College of Canada. In 
1976 he returned to Regina to work once again for Co-operators Insurance Services. In 1984 he took 
a leave of absence to go with his family to Wellington, New Zealand, where he took an MBA at Victoria 
University. In 1987 he returned to Co-operators Data Services to manage the implementation of a new 
organisational structure, the stakeholder co-operative model. He subsequently became Vice 
President, first in corporate services and then in marketing, and in 1993 he began working for them 

20 Jim Mochoruk and Nancy Kardash, The People’s Co-op: The Life & Times of A North End Institution (Winnipeg: 
Fernwood Publishing, 2000).  
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part-time as a special projects manager and also studied for accreditation as a chartered financial 
planner. He then became a partner with his brother, Rod Tyler, and Chet Brothers in a financial 
consulting company. He and Chet Brothers then formed their own financial planning company where 
he worked until retirement in 2007.  

Lorna and Dave have two children: Keely and Darcy. 

Keely Margaret Tyler (1974-; 1.3.3.4.2.2.1) graduated from Campbell Collegiate, Regina in 
1992 and then worked for a year at PLS Sign & Graphics in Regina. She completed a two-year 
diploma in stagecraft at Douglas College, New Westminster, BC in 1995, returning to work at 
PLS until 1999. She then worked part-time in the restaurant industry while studying for a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree at the University of Regina, graduating in 2002. She is currently 
(2019) working as a business analyst and project manager with IQMetrics in Regina. In 2004 
she entered a partnership with Paul Konasavage (1974-; 1.3.3.4.2.2.1a), who works for the 
Saskatchewan Public Service Commission; they separated in 2016. They have one child: 
Xander David Konasavage (2007-; 1.3.3.4.2.2.1.1). 

Darcy MacDonald Tyler (1977-; 1.3.3.4.2.2.2) graduated in 1999 with a diploma in adventure 
tourism from Vermilion College, Alberta. He then spent six months in Switzerland and England, 
working with Village Camps, an organisation offering summer camping experience to young 
people. Returning to Canada in November 1999, he worked in Banff for three years, then 
apprenticed as a chef, and worked in that capacity at the Chateau Lake Louise in Alberta and 
at an oil sands construction site in northern Alberta. In 2009 he began an electrical 
apprenticeship in Calgary, which he completed in 2014. In 2017 he moved back to 
Saskatchewan and is now living in Regina and working as an electrician for Alliance Energy.  

Thomas George Russell Chunn (1951-; 1.3.3.4.2.3) worked as a young man in various lumber camps 
in British Columbia. He then returned to Vancouver, where he completed his secondary education and 
qualified as a plumber and gas fitter and worked in the construction industry. In 1974 he married 
Marilyn Ann Bishop (1952-2005; 1.3.3.4.2.3a), who worked as a gardener for the Vancouver Parks 
Board. They had one child, Rebecca Alaine Chunn (1975-; 1.3.3.4.2.3.1). Following the death of 
Marilyn, Russell married Maggie Harper (1955-; 1.3.3.4.2.3b). 

Rebecca Alaine Chunn (1975-; 1.3.3.4.2.3.1) attended the Emily Carr School of Art in 
Vancouver and worked for the Vancouver Parks Board. In 2016 she married John Michael 
(Nathan) Slattery (1970-; 1.3.3.4.2.3.1a) and they have two children, Fianna Makailah Slattery 
(2016-; 1.3.3.4.2.3.1.1) and Aran Anthony Slattery (2019; 1.3.3.4.2.3.1.2).  

   

          Thomas Ian Bain (1.3.3.4.3) 

Ian Bain (see photographs in Section 5) was born in Winnipeg in 1918 and died in Burnaby, British 
Columbia in 1997 aged 78. After completing Grade VIII at Strathmillan School, he worked as a teamster 
for Boyles Brothers, as a diamond driller’s helper in the Uchi gold mine in northwestern Ontario, and 
as a labourer and machinist’s helper at the Canadian Pacific Railway at Weston Shops. 

In 1942 he enlisted as a Private in the Royal Canadian Ordnance Corps and later transferred to the 
Royal Canadian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers. He was stationed at Barriefield, Ontario between 
1942 and 1945, and then served for ten months in the UK and northwest Europe. He was discharged 
in Vancouver as a Private in 1946. His discharge papers state that he had “a reticent manner, and very 
vague plans for the future” but “after some discussion, he stated that he was going to ‘try the 
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shipyards – possibly as a labourer’.”  Following his discharge, he worked in a furniture warehouse for 
about six months and then for Ledingham Construction Company for about two years. He 
subsequently worked for Burrard Shipyards for thirty-five years, first as a plater and then as an 
erector.  

He married Nellie Annette Bobbie (1917-67; 1.3.3.4.3a; see photograph in Section 5) in 1950. She was 
a dressmaker and worked in this capacity for the Eaton Company in Winnipeg and, later in Vancouver 
during World War II, for Tiddley Tailor, which made military clothing. After the war, she reverted to 
making wedding dresses. She and Ian had no children. 

Allan Bain (1.3.3.4.4) 

Allan Bain (see photographs in Section 5) was born in 1919 in Winnipeg and died in New Westminster 
(but resided in Sardis), British Columbia in 1978 aged 59. He enrolled in Strathmillan School in 1925 
and later attended Bannatyne and Cecil Rhodes Schools, leaving after completing Grade VII. He 
worked for the Central Patricia gold mine in northern Ontario and for the Ontario Hydro. During World 
War II, he served in the Royal Canadian Air Force and was stationed at Brandon and Portage La Prairie, 
Manitoba as well as at Gander, Newfoundland. After the war, he was employed as a “powder monkey” 
on road and tunnel construction in the interior of British Columbia. In the early 1960s, he worked on 
the Highbury Tunnel in Vancouver, where he had to decompress before surfacing to avoid “the 
bends”.  

Allan married or entered common-law relationships four times, twice to the same woman. In 1945 he 
married Vivian Neville (?; 1.3.3.4.4a; see photograph in Section 5). They had two children: Allan and 
Valerie. 

Allan Thomas Bain (1946-; 1.3.3.4.4. ) married Violet (surname unknown; 1.3.3.4.4.1a) and they
have two children: Rene Bain (?; 1.3.3.4.4.1.1) and Darin Bain (?; 1.3.3.4.4.1.2). 

Valerie Bain (?; 1.3.3.4.4.2) married a Mr Murphy (?; 1.3.3.4.4.2a) and they have two children: 
Barrie Murphy (?; 1.3.3.4.4.2.1) and Brett Murphy (?; 1.3.3.4.4.2.2).  

Following his divorce from Vivian, Allan married Edna Lydia Colebank (1929-2016; 1.3.3.4.4b) in 
1959, and they had two children: David and Sandra.  

David Allan Bain (1951-; 1.3.3.4.4.3) worked, among other occupations, on oil rigs in Alberta and 
married Pamela Smith (1948-; 1.3.3.4.4.3a), a legal secretary, in 1979. They have two children: Lee 
Ann Bain (1966-; 1.3.3.4.4.3.1), a child from Pamela Bain’s first marriage, whom David formally 
adopted in 1980, and Michael David Allan Bain (1979-; 1.3.3.4.4.3.2). Lee Ann married Bruce Caldwell 
(1961-2007; 1.3.3.4.4.3.1a) in 1995 and they had two children: Jennifer Ann Caldwell (1998-; 
1.3.3.4.4.3.1.1) and Valerie Irene Caldwell (2000-; 1.3.3.4.4.3.1.2). Following Bruce’s death, Lee Ann 
married Lee Charles Colbeck (1961-; 1.3.3.4.4.3.1b) in 2008. Michael married Michelle Anne 
Emmerson (1983-; 1.3.3.4.4.3.2a) in 2014. 

Florence Sandra Bain (1953-; 1.3.3.4.4.4) entered a common-law union in 1979 with Marcel Bruneau 
(?; 1.3.3.4.4.4a) and they had two children: Jamie Bruneau (1980-; 1.3.3.4.4.4.1) and Shayne Bruneau 
(1983-87; 1.3.3.4.4.4.2). She lived for some time in an enclosed Jehovah’s Witness community in the 
Abbotsford area. She and Marcel separated in 1983 and Sandra subsequently married Larry Gustafson 
(?; 1.3.3.4.4.4b) in 1990, and Randy Sweder (?; 1.3.3.4.4.4c) in c. 2004. 
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Allan and Edna divorced in 1971 but in May 1978, a few months before his death in November 1978, 
they married again.  

Allan also had a common-law relationship with Christine (Chris) Wilson (1.3.3.4.4c), and they had a 
son Robert (Robbie) Bain (1968-; 1.3.3.4.4.5). 

 

Edwin (Eddie) Bain (1.3.3.4.5) 

Eddie Bain (see photographs in Section 5) was born in Winnipeg in 1921 and died in Vancouver in 2014 
aged 93. He enrolled in Strathmillan School in 1927 and later attended Bannatyne and Cecil Rhodes 
Schools in Winnipeg. In 1939 he worked on a government job-creation programme as a labourer 
constructing roads at Duck Mountain, Manitoba for 22 cents an hour less room and board. He then 
joined his brother Ian to work at the Uchi gold mine, and later his brother Allan to work at the Central 
Patricia gold mine.  

He joined the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve in April 1942 as an Ordinary Seaman. He served 
as an ASDIC (sonar) operator on a destroyer training ship – HMCS St Francis – and three corvettes: 
HMCS Chambly, HMCS Chicoutimi, and HMCS Rimouski (see photograph of Rimouski in Section 5). He 
boxed to a high standard in the navy as he did while at school. He was discharged as an Able Seaman 
in Vancouver in September 1945. After the war, he worked for fifteen years as a supervisor for Moore 
Dry Kiln, a timber-drying company. In 1967 he began working for the British Columbia Liquor Control 
Board and continued there until his retirement in 1986. 

In 1948 Eddie married Evelyn June Hollingdale (1924-2018; 1.3.3.4.5a; see photographs in Section 5). 
She was born in Rouleau, Saskatchewan but moved to Vancouver in 1942, when she joined the 
Canadian Woman’s Army Corps as a Private. She served in Vancouver, Victoria, and Vermilion and was 
discharged in December 1945 as a Lance Corporal. Following the war, she became a clerical worker, 
first at the Unemployment Insurance Commission and then for twenty-six years at Rollins Machinery 
Ltd in Vancouver, retiring in 1986. Eddie and June had no children. June’s niece, Iris Grogan, who was 
their main carer for the last years of their lives, said they were “like parents” to her for many years. 

  

Ellen May (Sister) Bain (1.3.3.4.6) 

Ellen May Bain (see photographs in Section 5) was born in 1922 in Winnipeg and died in Burnaby, 
British Columbia in 2006 aged 84. She attended Strathmillan, Bannatyne, and Cecil Rhodes Schools for 
Grades I-X and Daniel McIntyre Collegiate for Grade XI. She then worked at the T. Eaton Company Ltd 
as a clerk and subsequently at MacDonald Bros. Aircraft Ltd making ailerons (an aileron is a flap hinged 
to the trailing edge of an aircraft wing to provide lateral control). In August 1943 she moved to 
Vancouver with her parents and worked in the Blueprint Department of Canadian Pacific Airlines on 
Lulu Island, which is in the estuary of the Fraser River south of Vancouver. After World War II, she 
worked in the office of a chemical company, Shanahan’s Ltd, then in the payroll department of West 
Coast Shipbuilders Ltd, and subsequently at Western Steel and Iron Works. She left the labour force 
in 1947 to get married and have a daughter, returning in 1950 to work in the payroll office of Gypsum, 
Lime and Alabastine Canada Ltd, then as a bookkeeper in the Dominion Rubber Company, and 
subsequently as a bookkeeper for Western Canadian Raw Fur Auction and Sales Ltd. Following her 
second marriage in 1960, she moved to Santa Clara, California and worked in the offices of ABC Glass 
and Aluminium, then the Imperial Glass Company, and then the Transwestern Vending Company.  

214299_Bain Family History_p1 to p460_Book__28.indb   61 22/06/2020   09:55



40 
 

In 1947 Ellen married Hugh (Hughie) O’Handley (1922-57; 1.3.3.4.6a; see photograph in Section 5), 
who was born and grew up in Estevan, Saskatchewan. He joined the South Saskatchewan Regiment 
in 1940 and served in Canada and the United Kingdom during World War II, reaching the rank of 
Corporal before he was gassed and received a medical discharge. Following his discharge, he worked 
as a shipper for Pacific Produce Ltd, the manager of a grocery store, a driver for Johnson Storage & 
Moving Company, and a foreman for Interprovincial Co-operatives Ltd. He died aged only 35 of a heart 
attack. His brother-in-law, Ian Bain (1.3.3.4.3), described him “as a happy-go-lucky serious person”. In 
1960 Ellen married Arthur (Art) Conrad Piepenbrink (1922-99; 1.3.3.4.6b; see photograph in Section 
5), a member of the Board of Directors of the Rosicrucian Order, an esoteric spiritual and cultural 
movement; they divorced in 1978. 

Lillian Margaret O’Handley (1948-; 1.3.3.4.6.1) is the only child of Ellen Bain and Hugh O’Handley. She 
worked for the Rosicrucian Order part-time while attending Santa Clara High School and West Valley 
Junior College, then full-time between 1967 and 1976, when she left the labour force. She returned 
in 1985 as a typist with Russell Reinhart, a real estate agency, and then worked as an office manager 
at Barrie D. Coate and Associates, a horticultural consultant, and as a representative with S. J. 
Distributing Services, a shipping and receiving company in San Jose. She later worked for Site for Sore 
Eyes in San Jose. In 1969 she married Norman Ernest Deininger (1947-; 1.3.3.4.6.1a), a school bus 
driver; they were divorced in 1972. In 1975 she married Mark Wayne Wood (1947-; 1.3.3.4.6.1b), who 
after many years being employed as a carpet and linoleum installer, started his own business covering 
this activity as well as painting and general handyman work. They have two children: Therese and 
Brian. 

Therese Jennifer Wood (1969-; 1.3.3.4.6.1b.1) is from Mark’s previous marriage. After 
graduating from Los Gatos High School, she worked at David Bruce Winery, and in a 
chiropractic office. In 1989 she married Robert (Bob) Siler (1966-; 1.3.3.4.6.1b.1a), a wood 
worker who makes cabinets and restores furniture. They have one son, Nolan Paul Siler 
(1997-; 1.3.3.4.6.1b.1.1).  

Brian Eugene Wood (1978-; 1.3.3.4.6.1.1) married Jamie Hanf (?; 1.3.3.4.6.1.1a) in 2006. They 
divorced in 2007. He works for Vivid Painting Co. as a house painter. 

 

William (Billy) Duncan Bain (1.3.3.4.7) 

William (Billy) Duncan Bain (see photographs in Section 5) was born in Winnipeg in 1923 and died in 
Vancouver in 1960 aged 36. After attending Bannatyne and Cecil Rhodes School, where he completed 
Grade X, he apprenticed as a blacksmith at the Canadian Pacific Railway. He moved to Vancouver in 
1946 and worked for Western Bridge & Iron Works and, subsequently, Opsal Steel Ltd. He was 
unemployed for about two years in 1958-60. He entered a common-law union with Nelly Florence 
Martin (1920-60; 1.3.3.4.7a), and they had two children: Willa Irene Bain (1956-60; 1.3.3.4.7.1) and 
Susan June Bain (1958-60; 1.3.3.4.7.2). The whole family died when a cigarette started a fire that 
destroyed the inside of their apartment at 648 Victoria Drive, Vancouver. 

  

Russell (Russ) Bain (1.3.3.4.8) 

Russell Bain (see photographs in Section 5) was born in Winnipeg in 1925 and died in Burnaby, British 
Columbia in 2006 aged 81. After attending Bannatyne and Cecil Rhodes Schools in Winnipeg, he 
worked for the Canadian Pacific Railway as a labourer and helper between 1942 and 1947, and then 
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became a truck driver with the Winnipeg Parks Board. He went to Vancouver in 1956 and worked as 
a teamster, initially for Johnson Storage & Moving Company, then for MacIntosh Cartage, and finally 
for the Crawford Group Storage Company, retiring in 1990.  

 

Ronald (Ron) Bain (1.3.3.4.9) 

Ronald (Ron) Bain (see photographs in Section 5) was born in Winnipeg in 1927 and died in Courtenay, 
British Columbia in 1990 aged 63. After leaving school in 1944, he worked for the Canadian Pacific 
Railway in Vancouver and then for Bissenger & Sons processing animal hides. He subsequently became 
a logger on Vancouver Island but stopped after he was injured at work in 1947. He then returned to 
Vancouver and studied for his high-school diploma. He settled in the Comox Valley on Vancouver 
Island in 1950, and then worked as a bookkeeper for Shell Oil for several years, then at the RCAF base 
in Comox, and subsequently as a car salesman.  

In 1952 he married Rita Viola (Vi) Lundgren (1930-2004; 1.3.3.4.9a; see photograph in Section 5), a 
cashier at Safeway prior to her marriage and a nursing aide following it, and they had four children: 
Mark, Katharyn, Nancy, and Yvonne. They divorced in 1978 and in the same year he married Edna 
June Margaret Smith (1928-2016; 1.3.3.4.9b; see photograph in Section 5). 

Mark Irving Bain (1953-2018; 1.3.3.4.9.1), a bachelor, attended G.P. Vanier School in Courtenay, 
became a logger until his leg was injured in a work accident and subsequently became an 
automechanic.  

Katharyn (Kate) Louise Bain (1955-; 1.3.3.4.9.2) graduated from G.P. Vanier School in Courtenay in 
1973 and has been employed for 27 years as a postal clerk for Shoppers Drug Mart in New 
Westminster and various locations throughout BC. She was for many years a volunteer in the Boy 
Scouts of Canada. In 1977 she married Gary Walker Hooper (1950-; 1.3.3.4.9.2a), a jeweller’s 
representative, and they have three children: Ryan, Nathan, and Adam. 

Ryan Edward Hooper (1978-; 1.3.3.4.9.2.1) is a sommelier and videographer. In 1995 he 
entered a common-law union with Marleen Nicole Diertens (1975-; 1.3.3.4.9.2.1a), a baker, 
which produced one child, Sera Hazel Hooper (1996-; 1.3.3.4.9.2.1.1). Ryan and Marleen later 
separated, and he married Elena Sarasom (1984-; 1.3.3.4.9.2.1b), a video producer, in 2018. 

Nathan George Hooper (1981-; 1.3.3.4.9.2.2) is a carpenter and artist, who married Marlene 
(M’Lene) LaGoa (1983-; 1.3.3.4.9.2.2a), a civil servant, in 2017. 

Adam Michael Hooper (1984-; 1.3.3.4.9.2.3), a product manager for Sidewinder Van 
Conversion and Mobility, married Kimberley Joyce Edney (1982-; 1.3.3.4.9.2.3a), a 
hairdresser, in 2012. Adam and Kimberley have three children: Malia Jayce Hooper (2013-; 
1.3.3.4.9.2.3.1), Zoey Rayne Hooper (2015-; 1.3.3.4.9.2.3.2) and Joah Grayce Emmanuelle 
Hooper (2019-; 1.3.3.4.9.2.3.3). 

Kate and Gary were divorced in 1987 and in 1989 she married Ralph Steven Bolan (1951-; 1.3.3.4.9.2b), 
a member of the Squamish Indian Band, who brought three children into the union from a previous 
marriage: Daryl William Bolan (1977-; 1.3.3.4.9.2b.1); Steven Lee Bolan (1979-; 1.3.3.4.9.2b.2); and 
Andrea Dawn Bolan (1981-; 1.3.3.4.9.2b.3). Kate and Ralph divorced in 2002, and in 2013 she married 
Harry Stewart Smith (?; 1.3.3.4.9.2c) who has a son, Zachary Jon Smith (1998; 1.3.3.4.9.2c.1) from an 
earlier marriage. 
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Nancy Lynn Bain (1957-; 1.3.3.4.9.3) worked as a freelance bookkeeper, nanny and assistant for a 
client suffering from Alzheimer’s disease, and married Norman Donald Hallworth (1949-?; 
1.3.3.4.9.3a), a mechanic and welder, in 1979. They divorced in 1981, and in 1983 she married James 
(Jim) Henry Langeman (1950-; 1.3.3.4.9.3b), a logger. She has one son: Tyler. 

Ron Tyler Bain (1975-; 1.3.3.4.9.3.1) is a croupier. He has two sons, Tyson James Bain (2006-
; 1.3.3.4.9.3.1.1) and Torin Ron Bain (2008-; 1.3.3.4.9.3.1.2) from a common-law relationship 
with Elvie Jane Basit (1975-; 1.3.3.4.9.3.1a), a nursing graduate; and a daughter, Tessa May 
Bain (2015-; 1.3.3.4.9.3.1.3) from a common-law relationship with Ariel Chen Hsin-Yi (1978-; 
1.3.3.4.9.3.1b), a graduate of National Cheng Kung University, College of Medicine in Taiwan.  

Yvonne Marie Bain (1960-; 1.3.3.4.9.4) has had a variety of jobs, including working with seniors, in 
hotel reception, as a golf club house employee, and in retail for Rexall Drugs. She had a common-law 
union with Clifford (Cliff) Richards (1954-; 1.3.3.4.9.4a), an oil field operator, for twelve years before 
they were married in 1991. Yvonne and Clifford divorced in 2012. Since 1999 she has lived with 
William (Bill) Rupert Clough (1961-; 1.3.3.4.9.4b), an oil drill operator. Yvonne and Clifford have two 
children: Sean Curtis Richards (1981-; 1.3.3.4.9.4.1) and Carly Rhea Richards (1984-; 1.3.3.4.9.4.2). 
In 2011 Carly, a career and employment consultant for the Government of Alberta, married Joel 
Lynden Cherland (1977-; 1.3.3.4.9.4.2a) and they have two children: Seth Grayer Cherland (2010-; 
1.3.3.4.9.4.2.1) and Opel Marie Cherland (2012-; 1.3.3.4.9.4.2.2). Carly and Joel separated in 2013.  

 

Florence (Flo, Flossie) Irene Bain (1.3.3.4.10) 

Florence Bain (see photographs in Section 5) was born in Winnipeg in 1928 and died in Port 
Coquitlam, British Columbia in 1998 aged 70. She started her schooling at Cecil Rhodes School in 
Winnipeg and completed Grade X at Grandview High School of Commerce in Vancouver in 1945. In 
the same year she began work in the civil service as a stenographer at RCAF No. 2 Equipment Depot 
until it was disbanded in 1947. Over the following years, she was a stenographer at several 
institutions, including the Social Service Department of the City of Vancouver, Canadian Pacific 
Airlines, Vancouver City Hall, and in 1962 the Vancouver Parks Board, where she remained until her 
retirement in 1992. 

In 1951 she married Stanley Moore (1927-96; 1.3.3.4.10a; see photograph in Section 5), who joined 
the Royal Canadian Navy in 1942 when he was 16 and served overseas. In 1952 he became a 
lineman with the BC Telephone Company, remaining there until 1982 when he took early 
retirement. He and Florence were divorced in 1991. They had two children: Kathleen and Ralph. 

Kathleen (Kathy) Ellen Moore (1957-; 1.3.3.4.10.1) completed Grade XII at Windermere High School 
in Vancouver in 1975. She then worked in a leather shop and subsequently for the Toronto 
Dominion Bank before taking a legal stenography course at the Vancouver Vocational Institute. She 
subsequently worked for several law firms in Vancouver and enrolled in an evening programme at 
Capilano College, graduating in 1989 as a legal assistant. In 1993 she completed a programme in 
conflict resolution at the Justice Institute of British Columbia. From 1993 until 2002 she was 
employed as a legal information counsellor with Westminster Community Legal Services Society and 
worked in Administrative Law as a poverty law advocate. She was employed with Court Services in 
British Columbia as a Combo Court Clerk for both Provincial and Supreme Courts from 2002 to 2008 
and for various law firms from 2010 until 2015. She has volunteered for many non-profit 
organisations throughout the years and took a fundraising course at Simon Fraser University. In 
2015 she moved to Slave Lake, Alberta where she worked briefly as a deli clerk and for Alberta 
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Health Services as an administrative assistant. In 2018 she attended MacEwan University in Alberta 
to become a certified medical office chaperone while continuing to work for Alberta Health Services.  

In 1979 she entered a common-law union with Lawrence (Larry) Kahut (1957-; 1.3.3.4.10.1a); they 
separated in 1992. They have two children: Ryan and Danielle. 

Ryan Cody Kahut (1991-; 1.3.3.4.10.1.1) graduated with Honours from Northern Lakes 
College in August 2015 as an oilfield operator before starting employment at Vanderwell 
Contractors Ltd as a debarker operator stripping harvested trees of their bark. In 2013 he 
entered a common-law union with Ashton Goertzon (1993-; 1.3.3.4.10.1.1a), a scale house 
attendant for CLC Logging Ltd. 

Danielle Nicole Kahut (1992-; 1.3.3.4.10.1.2) was born with Sturge-Weber Syndrome, and in 
1993 Kathy became the Director of the Sturge-Weber Foundation (Canada) Inc. She lobbied 
the Minister of Health in British Columbia to provide the Children’s Hospital with funding to 
treat children with port-wine stains under general anaesthesia with the tunable dye laser, 
and Danielle became the first child in British Columbia to receive this treatment. She 
graduated from Grade XII on a modified programme and obtained a BC Certificate of 
Graduation (Dogwood Certificate). In 2018 she attended Northern Lakes College where she 
achieved 100% on a food safe course. 

Ralph Gregory Moore (1959-; 1.3.3.4.10.2) completed Grade XII at Windermere High School in 
Vancouver in 1978, took a course in heavy-duty mechanics, and worked for three years at the Wire 
Ropes Company in Vancouver as a strander-machine operator. He battled drug addiction and spent 
many years in prison for a variety of crimes, including armed robbery. While in prison, he studied 
courses offered by Simon Fraser University in English, political science, and geography. He also took 
programmes in anger management and life skills and began to turn his life in a positive direction. 
Since 2010 he has been employed by Unique Building Restorations as a building maintenance 
technician.  

In 1985 Ralph Moore married Cindy Debbie Belinsky (1960-; 1.3.3.4.10.2a) and they have one child, 
Gregory Mitchell Moore (1990-; 1.3.3.4.10.2.1). Ralph and Cindy separated in 1998. 

    

Lillian (Lil) Mary Bain (1.3.3.4.11) 

Lillian Bain (see photographs in Section 5) was born in 1931 in Winnipeg and died in 2007 in 
Burnaby, British Columbia aged 75. After attending Cecil Rhodes and Templeton Schools in Winnipeg 
and Woodland Grandview School in Vancouver, she started work in 1947 at Manufacturers Life 
Insurance Company. She lived with her husband and children in Santa Cruz, California for five years, 
where she worked in the office of the Hotel and Restaurant Employees and Bartenders Union. 
Between 1966 and 1996, she was a legal secretary at Rankin & Company in Vancouver – a legal firm 
run by Harry Rankin, a criminal and labour lawyer, a long-time city councillor, and a socialist icon – 
and for most of this period was a shop steward there. 

In 1955 she married Pierre (Pete) Cyril Van de Putte (1931-2005; 1.3.3.4.11a; see photographs in 
Section 5). He was initially a marine engineer and worked for Island Tug and Barge in Victoria where 
he served on the Sudbury. His later involvement in the Vancouver Seaman’s Union led to his being 
offered a job as secretary/organiser for the fledgling Hotel Restaurant Employees and Bartenders 
Union in Santa Cruz, California between 1960 and 1965. He enjoyed the challenge of the job but 
gave it up after receiving death threats and was persuaded by Lillian to return to Vancouver. He had 
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an enduring interest in industrial relations, however, and, once back in Canada, attended night 
school to earn a diploma in labour relations. This led to employment with the BC Department of 
Labour in Vancouver. He and Lillian divorced in 1973. They had two children: Janice and Lynda. 

Janice Irene Van de Putte (1955-; 1.3.3.4.11.1; see photograph in Section 5) graduated from the 
University of British Columbia in 1980 with a BEd degree and then taught at Hillside Secondary 
School in West Vancouver and John Oliver Secondary School in Vancouver. She was a member of the 
UBC Thunderbird Volleyball Team (1973-74) that was inducted into the UBC Sports Hall of Fame in 
2013. Following her marriage in 1985 to Tow Hank Yee (1951-; 1.3.3.4.11.1a), whom she met in 
Toledo, Spain in 1978 during a gap year in Europe, she emigrated to Sonoma, California. She taught 
at Casa Grande High School from 1985 to 1987 and Altimira Middle School from 1988 to 1989 before 
becoming a full-time mother. In 1995 the family moved to Poulsbo, Washington, where she resumed 
teaching on a part-time basis and served on numerous committees related to education, most 
notably as the district parent representative on the Instructional Leadership Council from 1998 to 
2008. In 2015 they moved back to Sonoma.  

A first generation Chinese American, Tow Hank Yee is the son of Wing and Judy Yee, who emigrated 
from Guangdong, China. A graduate of the University of California at Chico, where he earned a 
degree in electrical engineering, he worked as an electrical engineer for the US Navy, Department of 
Defense, from 1974 until his retirement in 2014. He finished his career as Deputy Chief Crane 
Engineer, Puget Sound Naval Shipyard. 

They have three children: Daniel, Andrew, and Ana.  

Daniel Thomas Tow Yee (1987-; 1.3.3.4.11.1.1) is medical director at Schriever Air Force 
Base in Colorado. He married Christine Marie Talamantes (1987-; 1.3.3.4.11.1.1a) in 2012 
and they have two children: Micah John Yee (2015-; 1.3.3.4.11.1.1.1) and Gianna Kalani Yee 
(2018-; 1.3.3.4.11.1.1.2).  

Andrew Peter Tow Yee (1990-; 1.3.3.4.11.1.2) is a graduate of Gonzaga University and a 
project manager for Sensory Interactive in Austin, Texas. 

Ana Christine Tow Yee (1993-; 1.3.3.4.11.1.3) is a graduate of the University of Montana, 
who completed her paralegal qualifications while working as a market analyst.  

Lynda Marie Van de Putte (1958-; 1.3.3.4.11.2) acquired her Grade XII at Vancouver Community 
College. She worked in administration in the automotive industry. She married Wayne Jacob Senft 
(1.3.3.4.11.2a), a labourer, in 1977; they divorced in 1983. In 1984 she married Robert (Bob) George 
Leclaire (1945-94; 1.3.3.4.11.2b), who worked in the automotive industry at the time of his marriage. 
She later entered a common-law relationship with Brian Graham Ells (1957-; 1.3.3.4.11.2c), who 
worked in sales and management in the industrial supply business. Lynda has two children from her 
second marriage: Jessica and Nicole. 

Jessica Irene Lillian Leclaire (1983-; 1.3.3.4.11.2.1) works for the Vancouver Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. She entered a common-law relationship with Eric Maurice 
Lavergne (1982-; 1.3.3.4.11.2.1a), who works in telecommunications, and they have two 
children: Nicolas Robert Lavergne (2011-; 1.3.3.4.11.2.1.1) and Brody Russell Maurice 
Lavergne (2014-; 1.3.3.4.11.2.1.2). Jessica and Eric separated in 2016 

Nicole Marie Leclaire (1987-; 1.3.3.4.11.2.2) works in the hospitality industry and was in a 
common-law relationship with Richard (Rich) James Conway (1981-2017; 1.3.3.4.11.2.2a), a 
crane operator in marine construction. 
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George Bain (1.3.3.7) 

George Bain (see photographs in Section 5) was born in 1895 in Alloa and died in London, Ontario in 
1972 aged 76. In the 1911 Census of Population he is listed as a “plumber” living with his parents and 
siblings at 52 Shaftesbury Street, Alloa. 

He enlisted as a Private with the 7th Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders on 14 September 1914. The date 
of his enlistment is noteworthy. Peter Simkins has pointed out that the recruiting peak for the whole 
war was not the beginning of August 1914, when the war started, but the last week of the month and 
the first two weeks of September, after the news of the retreat from Mons had arrived back in the 
United Kingdom.21 And John Keegan has noted that so strong was the response in Scotland to Lord 
Kitchener’s appeal for men that “it provided the earliest complement of numbers sufficient to form a 
whole division, the 9th.”22 George Bain was part of this recruiting peak. 

He went to France on 15 December 1914 and served 139 days there. He probably survived because 
he got a “blighty”: a wound sufficiently severe that on 14 August 1915 he was discharged as medically 
unfit for further military service and sent back to the UK. According to his daughter Margaret Bell 
(1.3.3.7.4), he lost the two middle fingers on his left hand and half a finger on his right hand and 
acquired a hole in his hip from the bullet that ruined his hands. He was awarded a disability pension 
of £6 per month (about £600 in 2018 values), the British War and Victory Medals, the 1914/15 Star, 
and the Silver War Badge.  

Following his discharge, he returned to Alloa and to plumbing, and in 1918 he married Christina (Tina) 
Dykes Gray Young (1896-1952; 1.3.3.7a; see photograph in Section 5). Her parents both died when 
she was about fourteen, and she and her siblings were then brought up by a maiden aunt. At her 
marriage she was a “munition worker” living on Paisley Road, Renfrew.  

George was the last of the Bain family being traced here to emigrate to Canada. He arrived there in 
1923, sometime after January, when his mother brought her grandchildren, George and Peggy Bain 
(1.3.3.4.1 and 1.3.3.4.2) back to Canada, and before his wife and son George sailed from Liverpool on 
24 August aboard the S.S. Montlaurier, arriving at Quebec on 1 September; their fares were “third 
colonist class” and cost $231.25 (about $3,430 in 2019 values). At that time, George was living at 484 
Ridout Street, London, Ontario. He came to London because his wife’s two sisters – May and Nancy 
(see n. 1.3.3.7a) – lived there, having arrived a year or two earlier to work as domestic servants. 

Around 1926 he was unemployed, so he and his family went to Winnipeg to look for work, living with 
his brother Tom (1.3.3.4; see above) at 686 Vernon Road. But Christina did not like the cold Winnipeg 
winter, and they stayed for less than a year. After returning to London, he worked as a plumber for F. 
Hunt and subsequently F.A. Eggett & Co., retiring in 1955. He was a Mason and a committed trade 
unionist. He was also a life-long soccer fan, and in the 1930s was manager of the Thistle Soccer Club 
in London. 

George and Christina had four children: George, Agnes June, Colin, and Margaret. 

 

 
21 Kitchener’s Army: The Raising of the New Armies, 1914-1916 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 
1988), p. 187.  

22 Six Armies in Normandy (London: Pimlico, 1992), p. 169.  
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George Bain (1.3.3.7.1) 

George Bain (see photographs in Section 5) was born in Alloa in 1920, came to London, Ontario with 
his mother in 1923, and died in Hamilton in 1998 aged 78. Upon leaving H.B. Beal Secondary School in 
London in 1937, he worked first as a shipper and receiver at Morgan Seed and Supply; then as a finisher 
at Murray Selby Company, a manufacturer of ladies’ shoes; and subsequently as a cordite inspector at 
Canadian Industries Ltd (CIL), an explosive manufacture in Nobel, Ontario. 

From 1941 until 1945, he served in the Royal Canadian Air Force, enlisting as an Aircraftsman Class 2 
and being discharged as a Flying Officer. He was attached to 120 Squadron, Coal Harbour, BC, and 209 
Squadron RAF, Mombasa, Africa. He was awarded the 1939-45 Star, the Canadian Volunteer Service 
Medal and Clasp, and the Wireless Air Gunners Badge.  

He joined Bell Canada in 1946 and worked as a teletype installer, tester, and PBX repairman. In 1956 
he was promoted to foreman and moved to Hamilton, where he held a variety of positions, retiring in 
1981 as a district manager. 

An active sportsman, he played baseball and ice hockey in his younger years. He later supervised 
official clinics for umpires and referees, became president of the Ontario Baseball Association and the 
Ontario Minor Hockey Association, and received a commendation from the Ontario government for 
his contribution to amateur sports. 

In 1946 he married Marjory (Marj) Ilene Walsh (1922-2006; 1.3.3.7.1a; see photograph in Section 5). 
She also attended H.B. Beal Secondary School, after which she became secretary to the Chairman of 
the Board of Selective Service and then a secretary at Westminster Hospital. Following her marriage, 
she became a full-time wife and mother; was an active curler, golfer, and bridge player; founded the 
first Ontario Chapter of Sweet Adeline Inc.; and sang bass for many years in barbershop quartets in 
London and Hamilton. 

George and Marjory had three children: George, Kevin, and Colin. 

George Cameron Bain (1947-; 1.3.3.7.1.1; see photograph in Section 5) was born in London, Ontario 
but came with his parents and brothers to Hamilton in 1957. After graduating from Barton Secondary 
School in 1968, he obtained a BA in economics from Laurier University in Waterloo in 1971. He then 
joined Bell Canada and over the next thirty years held a series of positions in a variety of towns and 
cities in Ontario, retiring in 2000 in Barrie as the regional manager responsible for all installation and 
repair activities for Ontario North. He was an active sportsman, winning the junior championship at 
Mount Hope Golf and Country Club in 1965, the men’s championship at the Horseshoe Valley Golf 
Club in 1977, and the Ontario Major League Curling Championship in 1987. In 1971 he married 
Katherine (Kathy) Mae Fitzpatrick (1952-; 1.3.3.7.1.1a), a bookkeeper; they divorced in 1989, and the 
following year he married Connie Ann Carmichael (1953-; 1.3.3.7.1.1b), who also worked at Bell 
Canada. 

Kevin Alexander Bain (1950-; 1.3.3.7.1.2; see photograph in Section 5) studied marketing at Mohawk 
College in Hamilton during 1971-72, and then led a diversified career in inventory and production 
control, spending twenty-seven years employed at Stelco/US Steel before retiring in 2009. He is a keen 
golfer, skier, fisherman, and winemaker. In 1976 he married Donna Ellen Ireland (1953-; 1.3.3.7.1.2a), 
a registered nurse who retired in 2016 after a long career at St Joseph’s Hospital and as president of 
the Ontario Nurses Association, Local 75 in Hamilton. She is an accomplished watercolour artist. Kevin 
and Donna have one child, Andrew. 
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Andrew William George Bain (1984-; 1.3.3.7.1.2.1) obtained a bachelor’s degree in 
international business from Carleton University, Ottawa in 2007, and in 2018 earned the 
Project Management Professional Certification. He worked as a business analyst at Linamar 
Corporation, but then accepted a similar position at Kitchener-Wilmot Hydro. He enjoys 
curling, skiing, and golfing. In 2016 he married Thea Christina Carter (1987-; 1.3.3.7.1.2.1a), 
who has a bachelor’s degree in English from Nipissing University and a master’s degree in 
rhetoric and communication design from the University of Waterloo. She is currently a 
technical writer at Clearpath Robotics in Kitchener, Ontario. 

Colin Robert Bain (1952-; 1.3.3.7.1.3; see photograph in Section 5) graduated from Barton Secondary 
School in Hamilton in 1971, and then attended the University of Western Ontario from 1972 to 1975. 
He subsequently joined Bell Canada, working as an installer, repairman, and dispatch clerk, before 
being promoted to manager in 1988. He retired from Bell in 2009 and is currently consulting in the 
telecommunications field. He has coached boys’ baseball for over twenty years and spent one year 
with the senior inter-county team, the Hamilton Cardinals. In 1979 he married Carol Lee Book (1958-; 
1.3.3.7.1.3a) who, after graduating from Barton Secondary School in 1975 and a year later from Sir 
Wilfred Laurier High School, worked for the Toronto-Dominion Bank until 1985, at which point she 
became a full-time homemaker who also taught Sunday School and was a Leader in the Girl Guides. 
As a fourth-generation Native Canadian, she has received her Indian Status from the Department of 
Indian and Northern Affairs and is registered with the Oneida/Six Nations Band. She and Colin have 
four children: Katharine, Donna, Robert, and Steven. 

Katherine (Katie) Lynn Bain (1981-; 1.3.3.7.1.3.1) graduated from Niagara College in 2002, 
where she took a course in print journalism, and then became a reporter for the Grand River 
Sachem, the oldest newspaper in Haldimand and Norfolk counties, Ontario. She is currently 
self-employed at Katie Dawson Photography. In 2003 she married Blake Preston Dawson 
(1979-; 1.3.3.7.1.3.1a), who is currently (2018) Director of Design and Project Management at 
EAB North America. They have three children: Aubrey Carol Dawson (2005-; 1.3.3.7.1.3.1.1), 
Brant Edward Dawson (2008-; 1.3.3.7.1.3.1.2), and Grey Robert William Dawson (2010-; 
1.3.3.7.1.3.1.3).  

Donna Lee Bain (1982-; 1.3.3.7.1.3.2) graduated from Brock University in 2005 with a BA in 
child and youth studies and in 2006 with a BEd degree. She then worked for the Grand Erie 
District School Board, and since 2018 has taught in the Junior Division of J. L. Mitchener Public 
School in Cayuga, Ontario. In 2010 she married Matthew Scott Furtney (1985-; 1.3.3.7.1.3.2a), 
a licensed truck and coach mechanic currently working at Toromont CAT in Hamilton. They 
have three children: Everett Scott Furtney (2011-; 1.3.3.7.1.3.2.1), Lochlynn June Louise 
Furtney (2013-; 1.3.3.7.1.3.2.2), and Maddox Lee Furtney (2017-; 1.3.3.7.1.3.2.3). 

Robert (Bob) Scott Bain (1985-; 1.3.3.7.1.3.3) graduated from McKinnon Park Secondary 
School and is currently working as a cable repair technician for Bell Canada. He is an avid 
sportsman, playing baseball, hockey, and football, at which he has won several championships 
and awards. In 2013 he married Brooke Nicol Winger (1987-; 1.3.3.7.1.3.3a), a respiratory 
therapist who worked for RT Respiratory Services from 2010 to 2016 and is currently a 
manager at Hagersville Foodland. They have two children: Jackson George Bain (2014-; 
1.3.3.7.1.3.3.1) and Theodore Alexander Bain (2016-; 1.3.3.7.1.3.3.2). 

Steven Gregory Bain (1987-; 1.3.3.7.1.3.4) graduated from McKinnon Park Secondary School 
in 2005 and from Brock University with a bachelor’s degree in business administration in 2009. 
He then joined Bell Canada and became a senior engineering advisor with the company. In 
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2012 he married Brittney Angelina Renton (1986-; 1.3.3.7.1.3.4a), who has a BA in speech and 
language science and a BEd degree from Brock University and is currently (2018) teaching 
Grades III and IV at Princess Elizabeth Public School in London. They have two children: 
Benjamin Colin Bain (2015-; 1.3.3.7.1.3.4.1) and Gregory William Bain (2018-; 
1.3.3.7.1.3.4.2). 

 

Agnes Christina June Bain (1.3.3.7.2) 

June Bain was born in 1931 in London, Ontario. After leaving H.B. Beal Secondary School in 1949, she 
joined the Eaton Automotive Company, where she remained until her first child was born. In 1958 she 
married Edward (Ted) George Davidson (1933-98; 1.3.3.7.2a), who worked as a plasterer until 1962, 
when he joined Labatts Brewery, from which he retired on medical grounds in 1987. They have two 
children: Christina Robin Davidson (1961-; 1.3.3.7.2.1), who trained as a nursing aide, and Tammy 
Lynn Davidson (1964-; 1.3.3.7.2.2), who trained as a medical secretary and, after working in a doctor’s 
office, became a secretary at Fanshawe College in London. 

 

Colin MacArthur Bain (1.3.3.7.3) 

Colin Bain (see photograph in Section 5) was born in 1933 in London, Ontario. After graduating from 
H.B. Beal Secondary School in 1950, he joined Bell Canada – becoming a repairman, a central office 
technician, a test centre technician, and a cable repair technician – and retired in 1988. He is an avid 
curler and golfer. In 1961 he married Elizabeth Louise (Betti Lou) Vowel (1938-; 1.3.3.7.3a), who 
worked as a secretary at Hobb’s Hardware until her first child was born. They have two children: 
Thomas and Christina. 

Thomas (Tom) William Bain (1962-; 1.3.3.7.3.1) left Sir George Ross Secondary School in 1979 and 
then held a variety of jobs in manufacturing. He is currently (2018) completing Grade XII at the Center 
for Lifelong Learning in London and working as a delivery man for a pharmaceutical company. In 1987 
he married Lenore (Lee) Pavia (1962-; 1.3.3.7.3.1a), who emigrated to Canada from Portugal in 1972 
and since 1980 has worked at Siemen’s Electric Ltd, currently as an administrative assistant. They 
divorced in 1994. They have one son, Jesse Colin Bain (1988-; 1.3.3.7.3.1.1), who restores antique 
cars. 

Christina (Chris) Elizabeth Bain (1963-; 1.3.3.7.3.2) completed Grade XII at Clarke Road Secondary 
School in London and was then employed by Bell Canada until 1995, when she was made redundant. 
Since then, she has primarily worked from home as a hairdresser. In 1982 she married Michael Robert 
Innes (1962-; 1.3.3.7.3.2a), who, after leaving Clarke Road Secondary School, has worked for a food 
distributor, as a welder-fitter, as a self-employed custom woodworker, and currently (2018) with the 
Maple Leaf Millwork Company. Christina and Michael divorced in 2012; they have three children: 
Kristy, Jacob, and Rylee. In 2015 Christina married Jeffery Samuel Bowman (1961-; 1.3.3.7.3.2b), a car 
salesman.  

Kristy Lee Innes (1981-; 1.3.3.7.3.2.1) works as an esthetician (beautician) at Ph Spa in London, 
Ontario. In 2005 she married Kristopher Paul Thorogood (1981-; 1.3.3.7.3.2.1a), a journeyman 
electrician. They have three children: Kaje MacArthur Thorogood (2009-; 1.3.3.7.3.2.1.1), 
Knox William Thorogood (2011-; 1.3.3.7.3.2.1.2), and Kree Myka Joan Thorogood (2016-; 
1.3.3.7.3.2.1.3). 
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Jacob (Jake) Colin Michael Innes (1989-; 1.3.3.7.3.2.2) works as a site supervisor for Melcher 
Construction in Komoka, Ontario. 

Rylee Michelle Innes (1991-; 1.3.3.7.3.2.3) is a hair stylist. 

 

Margaret Marlyn Bain (1.3.3.7.4) 

Margaret Bain (see photographs in Section 5) was born in London, Ontario in 1934. After graduating 
from H.B. Beal Secondary School in 1952, she was employed at London Life Insurance Company as a 
secretary (1953-66) and, after raising her daughter, as an underwriter in the group pension 
department (1982-87), and then as a trainer in the same department until she retired in 1991. 

In 1956 she married Beverly Bell (1930-92; 1.3.3.7.4a; see photograph in Section 5). After leaving H.B. 
Beal Secondary School in 1945, he worked as a shipper at Bishop Asphalt Roofing Company until 1950. 
He was a Private in the Canadian Army during 1951-54 and served in Korea, earning the Korea Medal 
and the United Nations Service Medal. He then returned to Bishop Asphalt Roofing until it closed in 
1956. He then worked as a shipper-receiver at a corrugated box factory until it closed in 1983 and, 
finally, as a maintenance worker with the London Board of Education until he retired in 1989. Margaret 
and Beverly had one daughter, Susan. 

Susan Beverly Bell (1967-; 1.3.3.7.4.1) completed Grade XIII at G.A. Wheable Secondary School in 
London, and then qualified as a pharmacy technician and worked in that capacity at Drug Warehouse 
and Shoppers Drug Mart. In 1988 she joined the Ontario Ministry of Transportation as a clerk, and in 
1990 the School of Continuing & Alternative Education in the Thames Valley District School Board as 
an administrative assistant. In 1989 she married Stephen Clare Rigby (1967-; 1.3.3.7.4.1a), a 
maintenance worker at the Thames Valley District School Board and a self-employed home renovator 
and carpenter. They separated in 2012; they have two sons, Cole and Brock. 

Cole Stephen Rigby (1993-; 1.3.3.7.4.1.1) has a diploma in electrical engineering and works 
for Motion Specialties as a sales consultant. 

Brock George Rigby (1996-; 1.3.3.7.4.1.2) is currently (2018) enrolled on a computer 
programme analyst course at Fanshawe College.  

 

BAINS IN USA 
 

Frank Bain (1.3.3.5) 

Frank (Scottie) Bain (see photographs in Section 5) was born in Alloa in 1891 and died in Donaldson, 
Pennsylvania in 1940 aged 49. He and his brother-in-law, Alexander Scott (1.3.3.3a), arrived in Canada 
three days after Archibald McIntosh (1.3.5a). They sailed steerage class from Glasgow on 30 April 1910 
and Liverpool on 1 May aboard the S.S. Grampian arriving at Quebec City on 10 May. Frank Bain’s 
occupation in Scotland and his intended occupation in Canada were recorded on the ship’s manifest 
as “timber worker”, his amount of cash as $25.00 (about $500 in 2019 values), his religion as 
Presbyterian, and his destination as Winnipeg, to which he travelled on the Canadian Pacific Railway. 
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He is listed in Henderson’s Winnipeg Directory for 1911 as a “car cleaner” at the Canadian Northern 
Railway,23 who roomed at 57 Dagmar Street. William Bain (1.3.3.2), Alexander Scott, and Archibald 
McIntosh are also listed as having rooms at this address.  

He subsequently became a trapper in northern Manitoba, Alberta, and perhaps British Columbia. He 
would take to the woods in the late fall and return in the spring with furs worth “a sizable amount of 
money”. His devotion to trapping and hunting was such that on his wedding night he set off for several 
weeks as a guide for a moose-hunting party. 

In 1924 Frank came to Winnipeg to visit his brother Tom Bain (1.3.3.4) before going on to Donaldson, 
Pennsylvania to visit his brother James (1.3.3.6), perhaps in connection with the latter’s wedding there 
in April 1924 (see below). Whether Frank then intended to reside permanently in Donaldson is not 
clear as he crossed back and forth across the Canada-USA border several times during the 1920s. In 
1926, however, he married Bertha (Banga) Schlotman (1900-77; 1.3.3.5a; see photographs in Section 
5) of Donaldson, and he lived there for the rest of his life. Bertha was of German descent, the daughter 
of Henry Augustus Schlotman and Sarah Alice Hummel. She worked in a shirt factory prior to her
marriage and afterwards in grocery stores and garment factories.

In 1932 Frank was apprehended by the American immigration authorities because he had entered the 
United States without being admitted for permanent residence. He tried to return to Canada but was 
refused entry because of his arrest in the United States and heavy unemployment in Canada. He then 
investigated with the American authorities the possibility of his wife applying on his behalf for a “non-
quota visa” but was informed that he would have to depart from the United States before such a 
matter could be considered because all aliens coming to the country had to obtain immigration visas 
prior to their arrival. Hence he obtained a British passport from the British Consulate General in New 
York and returned to Scotland. While there, he lived with his sister Janet (1.3.3.1) at 60 Shaftesbury 
Street, Alloa. On 17 March 1933, he obtained a Quota Immigration Visa from the American Consulate 
in Glasgow, and on 25 March sailed third class from Glasgow aboard the S.S. Cameronia, arriving at 
New York on 4 April 1933. He was naturalised as an American citizen on 8 June 1938. 

For a time in the 1930s, Frank helped his wife run a grocery store in Donaldson, but he was mainly 
employed as a coal miner. He worked for at least eleven years at the Westwood Colliery, where in 
1937 he was  about $150 per month (about $1,800 per year or $32,000 per year in 2019 
values). In the same year, he was injured in the mine when a large slip of coal fell on his right big toe 
and smashed it. He was subsequently laid off from the Westwood Colliery and in July 1940 he and four 
other men (including his brother James and his nephew-in-law George Hoverocker (1.3.3.6a.1a) began 
working in a small independent mine, a “bootleg coal hole”.24 Two weeks later the coal hole’s roof 
collapsed, killing Frank. 

The people of Donaldson generally saw Frank as a “good man” and held him in high esteem. Indeed, 
some thought he was too good-hearted to be in the grocery business in an era when most people 

23 The Canadian Northern Railway (CNoR) went bankrupt in 1918 and was taken over by Canadian National 
Railways (CNR), which was then owned by the federal government.  

24 “Bootleg” coal, according to Louis Adamic, was “coal illegally mined by the unemployed in the mining towns 
from company-owned lands, for the most part in open daylight, by the most primitive methods imaginable, in 
complete disregard of private property rights and successful defiance of company police, and, in most places, 
with the full approval of the constituted authorities and of the overwhelming majority of the other inhabitants 
of the community”. See “The Great ‘Bootleg’ Coal Industry”, https://libcom.org/library/bootleg-coal-industry-
Adamic; accessed 14 July 2019.   
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purchased food on credit and supposedly paid for it every few weeks, but often reneged. Another 
indication of his standing is that he attained a local position in the United Mineworkers Union when 
the chances of doing so were small for someone who had not been born and raised in Donaldson.  

Frank and Bertha had four children: Marion, Frank, Robert, and Edward. 

Marion Carolyn Bain (1.3.3.5.1) 

Marion (see photograph in Section 5) was born in 1927 in Donaldson and died there in 2015 aged 88. 
After her father died in 1940, she and her siblings were brought up by their mother and her extended 
Schlotman family. After graduating from Tremont High School in 1945, she worked as a clerk-typist in 
the Separation Center at Indiantown Gap Military Reservation and then, until her marriage, as a 
telephone operator in Tremont. She returned to paid employment in 1965 and, between then and her 
retirement in 1993, worked in several garment factories in the Donaldson and Pine Grove areas.  

She married Stanley Lamar Morgan (1927-2014; 1.3.3.5.1a) in 1948. After graduating from Tremont 
High School, he served during 1945-46 in the US Army as a chief clerk in a quartermaster warehouse 
in Vienna, Austria and received the Army Commendation Medal from General Mark Clark. He then 
worked for many years as a truck driver for Ray Schell (a brother of Esther Schell; 1.3.3.6a), who owned 
a Gulf Oil Distributorship in Donaldson. He subsequently was employed at Eastern Shooters in 
Tremont and Ron Shirks in Frystown selling guns, ammunition, and sport supplies, and part-time at 
Meadow Brook Coal Company operating a power shovel. 

He served on the Frailey School Board, was secretary-treasurer of the Donaldson Supervisors (the 
governing body of Donaldson), and was treasurer and janitor of Donaldson United Methodist Church 
and secretary of its Cemetery Committee. He belonged to the Donaldson Fire Company and was a 
member of the Donaldson Rod and Gun Club in Lycoming Country. He was the brother of Nancy 
Morgan (1.3.3.5.3a), Robert Bain’s wife. 

Marion and Stanley had seven children: Stanley, Randall, Laura, Leanne, Jodi, Steven, and Linda. 

Stanley Frank Edward Morgan (1949-2014; 1.3.3.5.1.1) graduated from Pine Grove Area High School 
in 1967, and then served in the US Army in Vietnam. After his army service, he worked at Guilford 
Mills in Pine Grove. He married Kay Marie Thomas (1.3.3.5.1.1a) in 1972, who also graduated from 
Pine Grove Area High School in 1967, and then worked as a service person for H. L. Miller Inc. in Pine 
Grove. They have three children: Clint, Heidi, and Kristy Jane (1977; 1.3.3.5.1.1.3), about whom 
nothing is known. 

Clint Stanley Morgan (1973-; 1.3.3.5.1.1.1) graduated from Pine Grove Area High School in 
1992, and then went to work for Miller Building systems in Myerstown, Pennsylvania.  

Heidi Kay Morgan (1975-; 1.3.3.5.1.1.2) graduated from Pine Grove Area High School in 1995, 
obtained a degree in business administration from Central Pennsylvania Business School in 
1997, and then went to work for Imperial Homes Corporation in Hegins, Pennsylvania. She 
and her partner Kenneth Bressler (1.3.3.5.1.1.2a) have two children: Wade Scott Bressler 
(1994-; 1.3.3.5.1.1.2.1), and Kayla Jane Bressler (1996-; 1.3.3.5.1.1.2.2). Heidi and Kenneth 
later separated and she married Chad Lengle (?; 1.3.3.5.1.1.2b).  

Randall (Randy) Carl Morgan (1951-; 1.3.3.5.1.2) served in the US Army Reserve and in the 
Pennsylvania National Guard. He married Virginia Marie McNavage (1954-; 1.3.3.5.1.2a) in 1971, and 
they have two children: Edward and Daniel. 
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Edward Lamar Morgan (1971-; 1.3.3.5.1.2.1) attended Kutztown University, where he took a 
BSc in secondary education. He is married and has one child. 

Daniel Walter Morgan (1976-; 1.3.3.5.1.2.2) attended the University of Pittsburgh, where he 
took a BSc in film studies with a minor in English. He is married to Jennifer Downing (?; 
1.3.3.5.1.2.2a), and they have a son and a daughter. 

Laura Elaine Morgan (1952- 1.3.3.5.1.3) graduated from Pine Grove Area School in 1970 and then 
worked for Arby’s, a fast-food restaurant near Pine Grove. She married Lynn Alan Haas (1952-; 
1.3.3.5.1.3a) in 1971, who also graduated from Pine Grove Area School and then worked for the 
Supreme Mid-Atlantic Corporation in Jonestown, Pennsylvania, a manufacturer of truck bodies. They 
have three children, who all attended Pine Grove Area School: Sherri Lynne Haas (1971-; 
1.3.3.5.1.3.1), Staci Layne Haas (1977-; 1.3.3.5.1.3.2), and Shawn Morgan Haas (1986-; 1.3.3.5.1.3.3).  

Leanne Nancy Morgan (1955-; 1.3.3.5.1.4) graduated from Pine Grove Area High School in 1973 and 
then worked for several garment factories in the area. She married Gary Lamont Thompson (1951-; 
1.3.3.5.1.4a), a carpenter. They have two children: Gary Arthur Thomson (1978-; 1.3.3.5.1.4.1), a 
machinist; and Mallory Christine Thomson (1989-; 1.3.3.5.1.4.3). Their second child, a boy, was 
stillborn.  

Jodi Lynn Morgan (1958-; 1.3.3.5.1.5) was employed as a courier by the Pine Grove Area School 
District in the mid-1990s. In 1975 she married Ronald Robert Freeman (1955-; 1.3.3.5.1.5a), a truck 
driver. They have three children: Tracy Jo, Ronald, and Brent. 

Tracy Jo Freeman (1978-; 1.3.3.5.1.5.1) graduated from Pine Grove Area High School in 1996 
and is an accountant. 

Ronald Lamar Freeman (1980-; 1.3.3.5.1.5.2) works for SAPA Aluminium, Cressona. 

Brent Jordan Freeman (1985-; 1.3.3.5.1.5.3) works for Reading Anthracite. 

Steven (Steve) Lamar Morgan (1961-; 1.3.3.5.1.6) owns and runs his own business. In 1986 he married 
Beverly Harris (1958-; 1.3.3.5.1.6a), who in the mid-1990s was a manager at the Mutual Consumer 
Discount Company in Pine Grove. They have two children: Ian William Morgan (1987-; 1.3.3.5.1.6.1) 
and Ryan Steven Morgan (1990-; 1.3.3.5.1.6.2). 

Linda Christine Morgan (1963-; 1.3.3.5.1.7) graduated from Pine Grove Area High School in 1981 and 
then worked in the clothing industry in the Pine Grove area. In 1979 she married Paul Allen Frantz 
(1961-; 1.3.3.5.1.7a), who also graduated from Pine Grove Area High School. In 1988 he and some 
colleagues bought the company where they worked: Miller Building Systems in Myerstown, 
Pennsylvania, which manufactures a variety of metal buildings and other structures. One of their 
children was stillborn and another died in infancy. The other four are Paul (Paulie), Nicholas (Nick), 
Heather, and Lyndsey. 

Paul (Paulie) Stanley Haas (1980-; 1.3.3.5.1.7.1) is married and has three children. 

Nicholas (Nick) Chris Haas (1985-; 1.3.3.5.1.7.4) is married and has three sons. 

Heather Joy Haas (1986-; 1.3.3.5.1.7.5) is the mother of triplets. 

Lyndsey Anne Haas (1994-; 1.3.3.5.1.7.6) is an art school graduate.  
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Frank Henry Bain (1.3.3.5.2) 

Frank Bain was born in 1932 in Donaldson and died there in 1980 aged 48. He graduated from Frailey 
Township High School in 1949; served in the US Army between 1953 and 1955; and was then employed 
by Newport Homes, travelling across the New England states to maintain manufactured houses. In 
1955 he married Janice Verna Miller (1937-; 1.3.3.5.2a), who graduated from Tremont High School in 
1955 and was then employed as a production worker by the Hershey Chocolate Company. She has 
three children from her marriage to Frank: Frank, Lynn, and Randall.  

Frank Walter Bain (1957-; 1.3.3.5.2.1) graduated from Pine Grove Area High School in 1975, obtained 
a certificate in electrical construction from Williamsport Community College, took additional courses 
in electronics at Penn State University, and became a self-employed electrical contractor. In 1989 he 
married Patricia (Patty) Ann McGuire (1959-; 1.3.3.5.2.1a), a purchasing co-ordinator. They have two 
children: Ryan Patrick Edward Bain (1989-; 1.3.3.5.2.1.1), and Jesse Henry Joseph Bain (1991-; 
1.3.3.5.2.1.2). 

Lynn Marie Bain (1958-; 1.3.3.5.2.2) attended Pine Grove Area High School. In 1975 she married David 
Paul Zimmerman (1955-; 1.3.3.5.2.2a), who then owned the Buck Mountain Coal Company in Pine 
Grove. She and David have one child: Steven David Zimmerman (1975-; 1.3.3.5.2.2.1), who graduated 
from Pine Grove Area High School in 1994 and then went to work in his father’s coal mining company. 
After Lynn and David divorced in 1982, she went to San Diego, California where she is a clinical 
aesthetician.  

Randall Joseph Bain (1960-; 1.3.3.5.2.3) graduated from Pine Grove Area High School in 1978 and in 
1980 obtained a certificate in electronics from De Vry Technical Institute in Woodbridge, New Jersey. 
After working for ten years at a company that installed missile systems on nuclear submarines, he 
founded his own business – Combined Services in Charleston, South Carolina – which, among other 
things, repairs computers and sells and installs carpets. In 1980 he married Michelle Hipp (1960-; 
1.3.3.5.2.3a), a medical transcriptionist; they divorced in 1983; they have no children.  

 

Robert (Bob) Charles Bain (1.3.3.5.3) 

Bob Bain was born in Donaldson in 1934 and died there in 2014 aged 80. After attending Frailey School, 
he served in the US Navy for four years. He subsequently became a quality controller in the Post 
Precision Casting Company in Strausstown, Pennsylvania. Following ill health in 1989-90, he took early 
retirement. He married Nancy Eleanor Morgan (1936-; 1.3.3.5.3a), the sister of Stanley Morgan 
(1.3.3.5.1a), the husband of Marion Bain (1.3.3.5.1), in 1954. After attending Frailey School, Nancy 
worked as a secretary at Garden State Tanning Company in Pine Grove until the birth of her first child 
in 1957. She returned to paid employment in 1963 as a garment assembler at Summit Station 
Manufacturing Company in Pine Grove. She was shop steward and secretary for Local 351 of the 
International Ladies Garment Workers Union, secretary of the Scranton-Shamokin-Sunbury-Pottsville 
District Council of the ILGWU, and a member of the Schuylkill County Labor Council. Nancy and Bob 
had three children: Sally, Cindy, and Robert. 

Sally Anne Bain (1957-; 1.3.3.5.3.1) attended Pine Grove Area School. She then became a garment 
assembler at Tuke’s Tearoffs in Tremont, and later an emergency medical services employee and a 
clinical nurse specialist. In 1973 she married Gary Hatter (1954-; 1.3.3.5.3.1a), a welder. They have 
three children: Jennifer, Jamie, and Jeremy. 
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Jennifer (Jenny) Rebecca Hatter (1973-; 1.3.3.5.3.1.1) graduated from Pine Grove Area 
School, and then became the office manager at Genesis Inc., an oil delivery and haulage 
company. She and her partner, Marc Rittenbaug (1972-; 1.3.3.5.3.1.1a), have two children. 
Kody Marc Rittenbaug (1993-; 1.3.3.5.3.1.1.1) and Katelynn Rittenbaug (2001-; 
1.3.3.5.3.1.1.2). 

Jamie Lynn Hatter (1976-; 1.3.3.5.3.1.2) graduated from Pine Grove Area School, and then 
became a secretary at Genesis Inc., an oil delivery and haulage company. She and her 
partner, David Whitman Jr. (?; 1.3.3.5.3.1.2a), have twins: Brittanie Lynn Whitman (1996-; 
1.3.3.5.3.1.2.1) and Brendan Lee Whitman (1996-; 1.3.3.5.3.1.2.2). She and David 
subsequently separated and she married Wes Ney (?; 1.3.3.5.3.1.2b). 

Jeremy Lamar Hatter (1979-; 1.3.3.5.3.1.3) attended Marlin Intermediate School. 

Cindy Lou Bain (1958-; 1.3.3.5.3.2) attended Pine Grove Area School, and then became an 
underwriter in the insurance industry. In 1984 she married Reynold Miller (1954-; 1.3.3.5.3.2a), a 
supervisor at Bethlehem Steel Corporation in Steelton, Pennsylvania. They have two children from 
Reynold’s first marriage.  

Robert Scott Bain (1960-; 1.3.3.5.3.3) attended Pine Grove Area School, and then became a long-
distance truck driver; at 6’8” he is probably the tallest member of the Bain family. He and his 
partner, Jill Zimmerman (1969-; 1.3.3.5.3.3a), have two children: Brooke Ellyse Bain (1987-; 
1.3.3.5.3.3.1) and Cole Joshua Bain (1996-; 1.3.3.5.3.3.2).  

 

Edward (Ed) Bain (1.3.3.5.4) 

Ed Bain (see photograph in Section 5) was born in 1937 in Donaldson and died in Florida in 2017 
aged 80. After graduating from Tremont High School, he worked at the Hershey Chocolate Company 
for ten years, and then became a self-employed contractor doing concrete and asphalt work in 
Pennsylvania; in 1980 he moved to Florida. In 1957 he married Helen Elizabeth McCaughey (1938-; 
1.3.3.5.4a; see photograph in Section 5), who also graduated from Tremont High School. Upon 
graduating she worked for the FBI in Washington DC. Following her marriage, she worked for Army 
Intelligence in Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania. In Florida she worked as an office manager and 
executive secretary in the health care sector. She and her husband have three children: Lisa, Duane, 
and Kelly. 

Lisa Gay Bain (1958-; 1.3.3.5.4.1) is currently (2019) studying for a BS degree in Common Law. She 
has designed and made clothes for entertainers. In 1980 she married Tim C. Landis (1959-; 
1.3.3.5.4.1a); they divorced in 2012. They have four children: Cody, Joshua, Shellby and Chet. 

Cody Landis (1979-; 1.3.3.5.4.1.1; see photograph in Section 5) works in construction.  

Joshua Landis (1983-; 1.3.3.5.4.1.2; see photograph in Section 5) works in construction.  

Shellby Landis (1991-; 1.3.3.5.4.1.3) was adopted by her grandparents. She is a teacher. 

Chet Landis (1993-; 1.3.3.5.4.1.4) was adopted by his grandparents. He is a chef. He has a 
son, Haven Christian Landis (1.3.3.5.4.1.4.1).  

Duane Edward Bain (1959-; 1.3.3.5.4.2) does concrete work in Pennsylvania. In c. 1979 he married 
Mary Longe (?; 1.3.3.5.4.2a) in Virginia; they divorced in 1981. They have one son, Joseph (Joe)  
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 (1979-; 1.3.3.5.4.2.1), who lives with his . In 1997 
Duane married Leslie Panas (1.3.3.5.4.2b), a dental hygienist.  

Kelly Bain (1961-; 1.3.3.5.4.3), lived in Miami, Florida in the mid-1990s and managed Bentley’s luggage 
store there. In 1993 she married Astor Borjas (1957; 1.3.3.5.4.3a). They have three children: Hayley 
Borjas (1993-; 1.3.3.5.4.3.1), Tyler Borjas (1994-; 1.3.3.5.4.3.2), and Jade Borjas (2000; 1.3.3.5.4.3.3). 

James Bain (1.3.3.6) 

James (Jimmy, Scottie) Bain (see photographs in Section 5) was born in Alloa in 1893 and died in 
Lebanon, Pennsylvania in 1953 aged 59. He was the last of the Bain family being traced here to 
emigrate to Canada before World War I began. He sailed “intermediate” class from Glasgow on 10 
May 1913 aboard the S.S. Hesperian, arriving at Quebec City on 18 May. His occupation in Scotland 
and his intended occupation in Canada were recorded as “sawyer”, his amount of cash as $20.00 
(about $450 in 2019 values), his religion as Presbyterian, and his destination as Winnipeg.  

As he had intended, James probably did travel from Quebec City to Winnipeg to join his siblings there 
in 1913. It is probable, but not certain, that he is the James Bain listed, with no occupation given, in 
the Winnipeg Directory for 1914. But he did not stay long in Winnipeg. The 1920 US Census of 
Population shows that he emigrated there in 1914/1916. The earlier date is probably correct because 
he is not listed in the Winnipeg Directory for 1915, which gives data for the previous year. The first 
trace of him in the United States is in Davenport, Iowa in June 1917, when he was working as a labourer 
and applied to join the US Army under the name of John Walter Storie, a name he continued to use 
for the rest of his life. He seems not to have proceeded with his application on this occasion because 
he actually joined the army as a Private in Pottsville, Pennsylvania (while residing in Donaldson) in July 
1918 and served until March 1919.  

Several questions arise. Why did he leave his extended family in Winnipeg and go to the United States? 
Whenever he left Winnipeg, did he go directly to Davenport or somewhere else first? Why did he 
move from there to Donaldson? Why did someone who was a “sawyer” (timber worker) in Scotland 
become a coal miner in Pennsylvania? His timber-working skills, which he employed as a “pitwood 
labourer” in Alloa, would have been useful in fitting pit props in coal mines; so perhaps he went to 
Donaldson in search of better employment opportunities and wages.  

And why did he change his name from James Bain to John Walter Storie? No legal record exists of his 
doing so; hence he probably changed his name informally. One of the family’s oral traditions holds 
that he came to the USA on “a dead man’s passport and that no one discussed the matter”. If he did, 
why did he do so? To obtain the status of permanent resident and avoid the problems with the United 
States Immigration Authorities that later befell his brother Frank (see 1.3.3.5)? Or because he was in 
trouble with the legal authorities or others and needed to change his identity and residence? We do 
not know. 

What we do know is that at the time of the 1920 US Census of Population he was a coal miner, and a 
“boarder” in the home of Lincoln Schell and his wife Alice on Center Street in Donaldson, Pennsylvania. 
Another member of this household was their daughter Esther Alice (1896-1952; 1.3.3.6a; see 
photographs in Section 5), whom James married in 1924. The information he furnished on his 
application for the marriage licence was a mixture of fact and fiction: he gave his name as John Walter 
Storie; his occupation as “driver”; his birth place as “Scotland, Pa”, a small town near Carlisle, 
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Pennsylvania; his usual residence as Donaldson; his father’s name as George Storie; his mother’s name 
as Carolyne [sic] Bowie; and their birthplaces as Scotland. 

Esther Alice Schell was previously married to George Neal, a labourer aged 22 living in Tremont, in 
September 1911, when she was 15; their daughter Ersal (1.3.3.6a.1) was born in March 1912; they 
were divorced in January 1922. Although John Storie and Esther Schell had no children of their own, 
when they married, he acquired a stepdaughter, Ersal, whom he treated as his own daughter. Esther’s 
parents were well off by local standards – they owned the hotel in Donaldson – but it does not seem 
to have benefitted Esther and her husband: when John Storie died a few months after his wife in 1953, 
his estate amounted to only $100 (about $9 0 in 2019 values) of “personal property” and no 
“real property”.        

James Bain or, as he came to be known, John Walter Storie, was, to say the least, an enigmatic person. 
So many of the questions that arise about his life in Canada and, even more, in the United States 
cannot be answered. Enough information exists, however, to give some indication of his views and his 
character. In the early 1930s, he stood unsuccessfully in Donaldson as a Republican for election to the 
Board of Education, which suggests that, unlike his siblings, he was on the right rather than the left of 
the political spectrum. He appears to have been close to his brother Frank, who was only two years 
older and seems to have come to Donaldson primarily because James was living there, but not to the 
rest of the Bain family. He had a sense of humour and could be funny. On special occasions, he wore 
a kilt, which his wife had made for him, and, fuelled no doubt by a “wee dram” or two, sang the refrain 
from A Wee Deoch An Doris (a final drink taken before departing), a traditional Scottish song published 
in 1911 and sung by Sir Harry Lauder, an internationally popular Scottish singer and comedian. 

Kay Muldowney (1.3.3.6 . ) states that although “Scottie wasn’t my blood grandfather; he was 
my grandfather; I loved him dearly”. He and my grandmother “were everything to me”. They took 
“me to the movies every Saturday night and then to the Young Men’s Club in Tremont. They had a 
couple of drinks and I’d sit and read books that they had bought me.”  According to Kay, Scottie was 
also a good husband. Although he rarely attended Zion Lutheran Church in Donaldson, where 
Esther played the piano for the choir, they were otherwise never apart from each other. “They had 
a good marriage”. Indeed, after Esther died, Scottie “lost the will to live”; “we couldn’t stop him 
drinking”; he died five months later.  

Ersal L. Neal (1912-85; 1.3.3.6a.1) 

E  Neal (see photograph in Section 5) – the daughter of Esther Schell and George Neal (see above), 
and the stepdaughter of Frank “Scottie” Bain – was born in Pottsville and died there (usual residence 
Donaldson) in 1985 aged 72. She worked for most of her adult life as a seamstress in the clothing 
industry. In 1940, after a lengthy courtship, she married George Edward Hoverocker (1907-64; 
1.3.3.6a.1a), a miner, who was working in the independent mine in Frailey Township – as was James 
Bain – when Frank Bain (1.3.3.5) was killed there. When the coal mines petered out, George became 
the steward at the firehouse in Donaldson. He also played the banjo and had a small band. He and his 
wife had two children who lived to maturity: Kay and George. 

Kay Levon Hoverocker (1942-; 1.3.3.6a.1.1) graduated from Tremont High School in 1960 and then 
went to Harrisburg to work for the State of Pennsylvania for three years. She subsequently worked as 
a waitress when her children were growing up, and in the mid-1990s she was employed in the mental 
health field by the Redco Group. In 1963 she married Edward Vincent Muldowney (1935-95; 
1.3.3.6a.1.1a), who graduated from Minersville High School in 1953 and then joined the military, 
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spending four years in the Marines and four years in the Air Force. After returning to civilian life, he 
was employed by Furnival Machinery in Harrisburg and Forklifts Inc. in Williamsport. They had three 
children: Lisa, David, and Trisha. 

Lisa Ann Muldowney (1964-; 1.3.3.6a.1.1.1) graduated from Pine Grove Area High School in 
1982; has a BSc from Lycoming College in Williamsport; and is a certified teacher. In 1988 she 
married Jeffery Ronald Soliday (1959-; 1.3.3.6a.1.1.1a), who graduated from high school in 
Tower City in 1977, and in the mid-1990s was a supervisor at Mechanicsburg Naval Depot in 
Pennsylvania. They have four children: Shalee Corinne Soliday (1988-; 1.3.3.6a.1.1.1.1), 
Shaun Christopher Soliday (1991-; 1.3.3.6a.1.1.1.2); and twins Joshua Paul Soliday (2000-; 
1.3.3.6a.1.1.1.3) and Josiah James Soliday (2000-; 1.3.3.6a.1.1.1.4).   

David Lee Muldowney (1966-; 1.3.3.6a.1.1.2) graduated from Pine Grove Area High School in 
1984; has a BSc and a master’s degree in education; and became a Warrant Officer in the US 
Army. In 1986 he married Jody Lynne Wolfe (1966-; 1.3.3.6a.1.1.2a), who also graduated from 
Pine Grove Area High School in 1984. They have two children: Davis Edward Muldowney 
(1992-; 1.3.3.6a.1.1.2.1) and Caitlin Abigail Muldowney (1994-; 1.3.3.6a.1.1.2.2). 

Trisha Muldowney (1974-; 1.3.3.6a.1.1.3) graduated with a BSc degree from Lycoming College 
and then became a caseworker with troubled school children. In 1997 she married Alan 
Palmer (1969-; 1.3.3.6a.1.1.3a), who also graduated with a BSc from Lycoming College, and 
then joined Rand McNally, the publishers. They have one child: Tyler Alan Palmer (2000-; 
1.3.3.6a.1.1.3.1) 

George Edward Hoverocker (1949-; 1.3.3.6a.1.3) left school after attending Grade VIII and in the mid-
1990s was employed in the textile industry at Penn Dye in Pine Grove. In 1986 he married Barbara 
Morgan (1955-; 1.3.3.6a.1.3a). They have no children. 

CONCLUSION 

Individuals, even identical twins, are unique and, not surprisingly, the above account of the Bain family 
indicates that its members differ in numerous respects. It also reveals, however, that they have some 
common characteristics and sometimes behaved in similar ways. To take some examples from my own 
direct line, both my grandfather (1.3.3.4) and my father (1.3.3.4.1) married women who were much 
older (eight and nine years respectively) than themselves. My great-grandmother, Caroline Bain (née 
Bowie; 1.3.3a), who was already very hard of hearing when she came to Canada in 1923, seems to 
have passed this ailment on to future generations: to her daughter Janet (1.3.3.1) and her son Tom 
(1.3.3.4), to his son George (1.3.3.4.1) – although the noisy environment of Weston Shops in Winnipeg 
would have helped impair their hearing – to my cousins Lorna and Russell (1.3.3.4.2.2 and 1.3.3.4.2.3), 
and to me.  More recently, Parkinson’s disease has begun to appear in the family: specifically, to Tom 
Bain, his son Russell (1.3.3.4.8), and his granddaughter Dorothy (1.3.3.4.2.1). And three of Tom’s four 
daughters died of cancer. Divorce has also been common: five of Tom’s Bain’s eleven children were 
divorced

he marital status of three of my cousins is unknown, but, in addition 
to me, ten of the remaining fourteen have been divorced or separated, three of them twice.    

On a more positive note, Tom, who was 6’ 2½”, passed on his height to his sons:  Russell, who was said 
by his mother Lillian to be the only son taller than his father; Ian and Eddie, who were both 6’ 1”; and, 
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despite my father (1.3.4.4.1) being only 5’ 9”, to me (6’ 1½“). Although we do not have their height as 
measured by the military, photographs indicate that most of Tom’s sons and daughters were taller 
than average. So was his second wife Lillian; hence her genes also contributed to the height of their 
children.  

These, and other similarities that might be mentioned, are interesting and some of them might even 
be medically useful for future generations. They are not helpful, however, in describing and analysing 
the historical development of the Bain family. But another characteristic that is generally common to 
the Bains is geographical mobility or migration. From earliest times, the Bains have been 
geographically mobile: first migrating from central Europe to Scotland, then migrating internally within 
Scotland, then migrating externally from Scotland to Canada, and then migrating internally within 
Canada and to the United States. 

Migration has attracted much interest from academics.25  Fitzgerald and Lambkin,26 following the work 
of Lee,27 have defined migration using the three dimensions of time, space, and community.  

With regard to time, migration is distinguished from other movement, such as a holiday or 
temporary business visit, by being sustained – that is, it is permanent or semi-permanent. 
With regard to space, it is distinguished by the crossing of a significant boundary or border 
that involves a changed relationship to the physical environment. With regard to community, 
it is distinguished by a social transition that involves a change of status or a changed 
relationship to the local, regional or national community.  

Building on this definition, they see migration  

as a three-stage process of “leaving”, “crossing” and “arriving”; as a three-way process of 
immigration (including return migration), internal migration and emigration; and as a three-
outcome process of segregation, integration and modulation or alternation between the two. 

Their framework is most helpful and is used below in examining the Bain family’s many migrations 
from one location to another. 

    

Immigration 

 
Although migration is a three-way process of immigration, internal migration, and emigration, this 
volume has given much more attention to internal migration and emigration than to immigration. The 
reason is simple:  over the last two centuries on which this volume has focussed, these two flows have 
dominated the history of the Bains. As Fitzgerald and Lambkin point out, however, “migration is not 

 
25 The literature on the subject is voluminous. For an introduction, see Bernadette Hanlon and Thomas J. Vicino, 
Global Migration: The Basics (London: Routledge, 2014).  

26 Patrick Fitzgerald and Brian Lambkin, Migration in Irish History, 1607-2007 (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 
2008). The two quotations above appear on pp. 3 and xv. They have subsequently summarised their model of 
migration with the handy acronym SDO3. Stages:  Leaving, Crossing, Arriving; Directions:  In-migration, Internal 
Migration, Out-migration; Outcomes: Segregation, Integration, Modulation. See Brian Lambkin, Patrick 
Fitzgerald, and Johanne Devlin Trew, “Migration in Belfast History:  Trajectories, Letters, Voices”, Olwen Purdue 
(ed.), Belfast:  The Emerging City, 1850-1914 (Dublin:  Irish Academic Press, 2013), pp. 235-69.  

27 E. S. Lee, “A Theory of Migration”, Demography, III (No. 1, 1966), pp. 47-57.  
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simply a one-directional process of movement between a sending society and a receiving society, but 
rather a two-directional process: few if any sending societies receive . . . no new immigrants”.28 The 
truth of this statement is demonstrated not only by the last few decades in which Scotland and other 
parts of the United Kingdom have received numerous immigrants from, among other places, its former 
colonies and central and eastern Europe, but also by developments in pre-historic Europe.  

DNA evidence reveals that I had Celtic paternal ancestors who lived between 2,000 and 2,800 years 
ago in the northern foothills of the Alps between the Moselle and Rhine Rivers. The Roman defeat of 
the Celts in this area in the Battle of Vosges in 58 BC presented those who survived and were not 
enslaved with a stark choice: assimilate or flee. Those, like my paternal ancestors, who chose to flee, 
had only one viable option: to follow the Rhine north and then sail to Britain ahead of the Roman 
advance. These early Celts, who were developing into Proto-Gaels, probably arrived in southeast 
England, most likely in Kent, sometime between 58 BC and 55/54 BC, when the Roman army led by 
Julius Caesar invaded Britain, or at least by 43 AD, when the conquest of Britain by four Roman legions 
under Emperor Claudius began.  

The Romans pushed the fleeing Proto-Gaels north, where in 122 AD the conquerors would begin 
building Hadrian’s Wall and then one hundred miles further north where in AD 142 they would begin 
building the Antonine Wall as the northwest frontier of the Roman Empire. My ancestors finally settled 
in central Scotland, free from Roman persecution, and in areas close to Stirlingshire, which Dr Bowes 
(see Section 6) has identified as my Paternal Ancestral Genetic Homeland. They were integrated into 
Pictish society and their descendants developed into the Scottish Gaels who shaped the modern 
identity of Scotland.  

Internal Migration Within Scotland 

Migrating internally within a country, as Ravenstein observed more than a century ago, is often a 
precursor to emigrating from it.29 His observation certainly applies to the Bain family being studied 
here. Although its members have lived in Scotland for about two thousand years and probably had 
the surname Bain for several centuries, documentary evidence that allows their geographical mobility 
to be assessed begins only at the end of the 18th Century with George Bain (c. 1790-1829/30; 1) and, 
to a much greater extent, at the beginning of the 19th Century with his son William (1822-83; 1.3). 
The family was then living in Muthill, a village in Perth and Kinross about 22 miles northwest of Stirling 
(see Map 2, p. 90). 

William was born and raised in Muthill, a town of 1,084 in 1841, but had moved to Blackford, a village 
(of 547 in 1841) about 10 miles southeast of Muthill, by 1847-48, when he was about 24, and when 
his first child was born and his first marriage took place. By 1850-51 he and his family had moved to 
Menstrie (a village of 576 in that year) about 17 miles south of Blackford. His first wife died in 1853 
and in 1854 he married his second wife in Culross, a village (of 159 in 1851) in Fife on the Firth of Forth 
about 14 miles southeast of Menstrie, where he seems to have remained until 1857-60. He and his 

28 Op. cit., p. 34.  

29 E.G. Ravenstein, “The Laws of Migration”, Journal of the Royal Statistical Society, XLVIII (1885), pp. 167-227; 
LII (1889), pp. 214-301. For a modern restatement and assessment of Ravenstein’s work, see D.B. Grigg, “E.G. 
Ravenstein and the ‘Laws of Migration’”, Michael Drake (ed.), Time, Family and Community: Perspectives on 
Family and Community History (Oxford: Blackwell, 1994), pp. 147-164.  
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family then moved to Alloa, a town (of 6,425 in 1861) in Clackmannanshire on the Firth of Forth about 
10 miles northwest of Culross, where he remained until two years before he died in 1883. Before 
moving to Alloa, William worked in agriculture; after he moved there, he was employed in 
manufacturing.  

What prompted William to move at least four times within Scotland during his lifetime?30 Since he left 
no personal papers that reveal his motives for moving – indeed, he was almost certainly illiterate since 
compulsory education was not introduced in Scotland until 1872 – we cannot give a definitive answer 
to that question. But William was not unusual in Scotland at that time in being geographically mobile. 
Of the ten principal Scottish towns in 1851, only 47 per cent of their inhabitants had been born in 
them. This mobility led G.T. Bisset-Smith to comment in 1909 that the Scots are “notoriously 
migratory”31 and, as Tom Devine has noted, “of few areas in the country was this assertion [truer] 
than the rural Lowlands.32  Hence we can get some insight into William’s motives by examining the 
factors that led so many Scots in the rural Lowlands, where William lived, to be mobile during the 19th 
Century. 

Devine has convincingly argued that “the social and labour structure that emerged in this region from 
the Age of Improvement made human mobility on a large scale inevitable.” The Age of Improvement 
occurred in the 18th Century, when the rapid increase of grain and meat prices after c. 1780 
encouraged large landowners to adopt a more scientific, mechanised, regionally specialised, large-
scale, capitalistic approach to farming. One result was that many individual small-holdings were 
brought together under one farmer and those who had previously owned them became, like William, 
landless “farm servants” and “agricultural labourers”.33  Landless wage labourers, unlike peasant land-

 
30 He might have moved more than four times. His moves were assessed by noting where his children were born. 
If he moved twice or more between births, these moves would not have been noted.  

31 “A Statistical Note on Birth Registration in Scotland Previous to 1855; suggested by Inquiries as to Verification 
of Birth for Old Age Pensions”, Journal of the Royal Statistical Society, LXXII, No. 3 (September, 1909), pp. 618-
23. As the title suggests, Bisset-Smith’s paper is concerned with the accuracy of registration of births, not 
geographical mobility. Hence his much-quoted phrase raises at least two questions:  were the Scots “notoriously 
migratory” compared with other nations and, if so, why. After an exhaustive study, Jeanette M. Brock concluded 
“that without ever ranking as the leading exporter of population in a specified time span, Scotland achieved 
centuries of exceptionally high emigration and in this feat alone she may well be unique. Whether this out-
movement is just a reflection of a country unable to sustain its population growth or whether it represents the 
aspirations of a people born in a country of limited resources and determined to take advantage of any 
opportunity regardless of location, is an interesting topic for speculation. Nevertheless, overall it is justifiable to 
describe the Scots as an exceptionally mobile people.”; The Mobile Scot:  A Study of Emigration and Migration, 
1861-1911 (Edinburgh:  John Donald, 1999), pp. 231-32. See also I. D. Whyte, “Population Mobility in Early 
Modern Scotland”, R. A. Houston and I. D. Whyte (eds.), Scottish Society, 1500-1800 (Cambridge:  Cambridge 
University Press), chap. 1.  

At least two factors caused this exceptional mobility: extreme poverty in Scotland resulting from, among other 
things, several famines brought about by crop failures in the 17th, 18th, and 19th Centuries that forced many to 
migrate in search of food; and the system of six-month and twelve-month employment contracts for agricultural 
labourers that existed in Scotland (see below, p. 61). Both these factors created a culture or tradition of 
geographical mobility.  

32 These sentences and much of what immediately follows are based upon T. M. Devine’s magisterial The Scottish 
Nation, 1700-2000 (London: Allen Lane, 1999), pp. 162, 459-60, and passim.  

33 The two occupational titles are sometimes used interchangeably. But a “farm servant” was often an unmarried 
worker who lived-in on the farm, shared the farmer’s table at meal times, and received most of his pay in kind 
(i.e., room and board), whereas an “agricultural labourer” had a more “proletarian” relationship with his 
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owning farmers, were highly mobile: they could move simply by selling their labour power in the 
market place; they did not have to sell land.     

Being landless enabled agricultural labourers to move easily; their contracts of employment 
encouraged them to do so. To quote Devine again, 

“Flitting” (or moving) to another farm, usually in the same parish or county, at the end of the 
six-month or annual term was part of the way of life. The contract of employment meant that 
in law servants had only one or two opportunities to move in the year. This concentrated 
minds at these crucial periods and there was always the temptation to seek a place elsewhere 
for better wages, more experience or a change of surroundings. . .. For married men the costs 
of moving were low. A house came with the job and the new employer provided transport to 
move the family and the household belongings.34 

In short, in frequently migrating short distances to work on different farms, William was simply 
following a way of life, “a social habit”, that was shaped by the new structure of the labour market 
and was common to agricultural workers in Lowland Scotland in the 19th Century. 

His move from farming in the village of Culross to work in the pottery and brewing industries in the 
town of Alloa, however, was probably prompted by different considerations. Some of these might 
have pushed him from a rural to an urban area. Devine points out that  

Labour requirements in improved farming did increase, at least until the 1850s, but not at the 
rate of the overall rise in population, which almost doubled between 1831 and 1911. It 
followed that only some of the rising population in the rural districts could be absorbed in the 
long run by the new agriculture. Many must have had little choice, either to find work in 
country trades and industries or to leave the land altogether for the towns or overseas.35 

Even if “surplus labour” did not push William and his family out of Culross and into Alloa, there were 
other considerations that probably pulled them there. Life on the land had always been hard but, with 
rising expectations, many came to see it as intolerable when compared with the higher wages, the 
greater range of employment opportunities, the better working conditions, and the social attractions 
of the towns. In the latter half of the 19th Century, two of the major industries in Alloa were pottery 
making and brewing, and, having moved there, William was employed initially as a pottery labourer 
and subsequently in brewing, where he worked his way up to become a journeyman brewer. 

 

Emigration To Canada 

 
The unusually heavy incidence of internal mobility in the rural Lowlands and elsewhere in Scotland in 
the 19th Century, as Devine has argued,  

is crucial to an explanation of the roots of emigration. The rural Scots were very mobile 
abroad, in large part because they were also very mobile at home. There is now some evidence 

 
employer and received his wages largely in cash. See Richard Anthony, “Farm Servant vs Agricultural Labourer, 
1870-1914: A Commentary on Howkins”, Agricultural History Review, XLIII (1), 1995, pp. 61-64.  

34 Devine, op. cit., p. 464.  

35 Ibid., p. 460.  
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that from the later nineteenth century the volume of emigration varied inversely with that of 
internal migration. People in country farms and villages searching for opportunities elsewhere 
seem to have been able to weigh the attractions of the Scottish towns against those of 
overseas destinations and come to a decision on the basis of these comparisons.36   

The popularity of overseas destinations varied over time but, in weighing their relative attractions 
with villages, towns, and cities in Scotland, Canada often emerged as the favourite choice, especially 
in the years immediately before World War I. It did so partly because many Scots had family links with 
Canada, getting there was relatively quick and inexpensive, and free land was available. But another 
part of the explanation is that in the 1890s – as grain prices rose and the cost of shipping it abroad fell, 
the American frontier closed, and new techniques for dry-land farming emerged along with new grain 
varieties – the settlement of the Canadian West, the “Last Best West”, became a national priority. 

In 1896 the Canadian government, together with the Canadian Pacific Railway, the country’s largest 
private landowner, launched a marketing campaign to attract immigrants to the Canadian prairies. 
The campaign particularly targeted British citizens, because they spoke English and shared the Anglo-
Saxon values that then dominated Canadian society, and especially the Scots and those from Ulster, 
because they were perceived to be more willing to assimilate and conform and less likely to expect 
special treatment in the “colony” than the English. The Canadian immigration office in London 
produced a steady stream of promotional literature and sent agents, including two full-time agents in 
Scotland – proselytizers who were known as “Canadian crackers” – equipped with maps, charts, 
photographs and exhibits to organise meetings and lectures throughout the United Kingdom (see 
advertisement in Section 5). The campaign was most successful: the number of immigrants coming to 
Canada was 16,835 in 1896, 211,653 in 1906, and 400,870 in 1913.37 

The Canadian government primarily wanted farmers to cultivate the prairies, not white-collar workers, 
tradesmen, and others to live in the towns and cities, and it paid steamship booking agents a bonus 
for each agricultural immigrant they signed for passage to Canada.38  But numerous immigrants also 
came to non-agricultural jobs, especially in railway construction, mining, and logging in the country 
and in manufacturing and other sectors in the cities.39 And many of these workers chose Winnipeg as 
their destination. It was then the largest city on the prairies and the third-largest in Canada; only 
Montreal and Toronto were larger. It was booming economically: its population was 31,649 in 1896, 
90,153 in 1906, 136,025 in 1911, and 163,000 in 1916; and it was known as the “Bull’s Eye of the 
Dominion”, “Gateway to the West”, and the “Chicago of the North”, suggesting that it would soon 

 
36 Ibid., pp. 482-83.  

37 See Alan F. J. Artibise, “Advertising Winnipeg: The Campaign for Immigrants and Industry, 1874-1914”, 
Historical and Scientific Society of Manitoba Transactions, Series III, No. 27 (1970-71), pp. 75-106; idem, 
Winnipeg: A Social History of Urban Growth, 1874-1914 (Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1975); R. 
Douglas Francis, Richard Jones, and Donald B. Smith, Destinies: Canadian History Since Confederation (Austin, 
Texas: Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1988), chap. 6; Daniel Francis, Selling Canada: Three Propaganda Campaigns 
that Shaped the Nation (Vancouver: Stanton Atkins & Dosil, 2011), chap. 1. See also Devine, op. cit., pp. 476-78.  

38 The government sometimes also unwittingly paid a bonus for non-agricultural immigrants, such as Archibald 
McIntosh (see n. 1.3.5a), because steamship booking agents encouraged immigrants to exaggerate their 
agricultural experience and declare their “intended occupation” as “farmer” even though they had no intention 
of farming in Canada. The ship’s manifest also indicated that William Bain (1.3.3.2) had worked in farming in 
1904, but he stated that his intended occupation in Canada was “sawyer” and no British bonus was paid.  

39 See Donald Kerr, Deryck W. Holdsworth, and Susan L. Laskin, Addressing the Twentieth Century, 1891-1896, 
vol. III of the Historical Atlas of Canada (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1990), Plate 27, “Migration”.  
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rival that city in size and enterprise.40  Its location in the centre of the North American continent had 
made it a major rail and transport hub. Indeed, the city’s largest employer at the time was the 
Canadian Pacific Railway, and it was becoming even larger as the influx of immigrants encouraged it 
to expand its rail network throughout the prairies.41 

 

Leaving 

 
The above discussion gives a general indication of what motivated the Scots to be “notoriously 
migratory” during the 19th and early 20th Centuries, why so many decided to emigrate to Canada, and 
why in the years immediately before World War I so many of these went to Winnipeg and found 
employment with the Canadian Pacific Railway. It does not, however, explain why some emigrated 
and others – indeed, the majority – decided to remain in Scotland. The much-migrated William (1.3) 
married three times and produced six children from his first two marriages and acquired five 
stepchildren from his third. None of his stepchildren emigrated and only two of the four children from 
his first two marriages – Maggie (1860-1925; 1.3.5) and Isabella (1863-1930; 1.3.6) – did so, both to 
Winnipeg. But six of his son George’s (1855-1920; 1.3.3) seven children emigrated to Canada, all but 
one to Winnipeg, and many of them were employed at least for a time at the CPR. And one of his 
grandsons from his first marriage – James Kennedy Bain (1884-1964; 1.3.2.4) – emigrated to Australia; 
it is likely that James’s brother William (1876-?; 1.3.2.2) emigrated also. 

Unlike William, all his children and grandchildren were literate; and since those who emigrated to 
Canada did so in a classic chain migration over a period of a few years, many letters, which would have 
included intelligence about the new world and the old, must have been sent back and forth across the 
Atlantic. But none of this correspondence has survived. Hence, in trying to determine what motivated 
these individuals to emigrate, we must rely, as we did in trying to explain why William migrated 
internally, on circumstantial evidence about factors that might have pushed them from Scotland and 
pulled them to Canada. 

The major push factors promoting emigration are economic stagnation, unemployment, and poverty. 
As Devine has noted,   

Before 1914, Scotland’s highest recorded level of emigration was between 1901 and 1911, 
when the industrial economy was stagnant for several years but at a time when Canada was 
going through a protracted boom as prairie agriculture expanded and railroad building, 
mining, manufacturing and lumbering all developed vigorously.42  

 
40 In 1911 a reporter for the Chicago Record Herald wrote the following about Winnipeg: “All roads lead to 
Winnipeg. It is the focal point of the three transcontinental lines of Canada, and nobody . . . can pass from one 
part of Canada to another without going through Winnipeg. It is a gateway through which all the commerce of 
the east and the west and the north and the south must flow. No city, in America at least, has such an absolute 
and complete command over the wholesale trade of so vast an area.”; cited by Tony J. Kuz, Winnipeg 1874-1974: 
Progress and Prospects (Winnipeg: Manitoba Department of Industry & Commerce, 1974), p. 10.  

41 “Winnipeg was the first and greatest of all the railroad towns that bloomed across western Canada . . . about 
4700 people or ten per cent of the population worked for one or another of the railways” by 1912, and about 
3,000 for the CPR alone, making it the largest single employer in the city and, indeed, in the whole of western 
Canada; Jim Blanchard, Winnipeg 1912 (Winnipeg: University of Manitoba Press, 2005), pp. 99, 105, and 110.   

42 Op. cit., p. 485.  
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But, as he has also noted, emigration from the Lowlands “was not induced so much by destitution or 
deprivation – as in the Highlands for long periods – as by the lure of opportunity.”43  As far as we know, 
the descendants of William Bain who emigrated to Canada in the years immediately before World War 
I were not unemployed, at least for long periods, or in poverty. They were pulled to Canada primarily 
by the hope of greater economic and social opportunities. 

Table 2 indicates that thirteen adults and two children from the extended Bain family emigrated to 
Canada during the four years 1910-13. This large exodus presumably did not happen by chance; it was 
not the decision of a single individual but the collective decision of several members of the extended 
Bain family; it was surely planned.  

The planning for the above migrations was made easier because of propinquity: members of the family 
lived close to each other. The four McIntosh-Bains lived together in Glasgow, about 33 miles from 
Alloa; Isabella Bain (1.3.6), who worked on the transatlantic liners, was based either in Glasgow or 
Alloa; Tom Bain (1.3.3.4) lived in Auchineden, about seven miles from Glasgow and 39 miles from 
Alloa;  and George Bain (1.3.3.7) and his wife, and their other six children lived close to each other in 
Alloa; see Map 5, p. 93. All these places were connected by rail, and they had more frequent, less 
expensive, and quicker services (train journeys between these places took an hour or less) than they 
do today. And, even more importantly, they had a much better postal service than exists today: up to 
twelve deliveries daily, except for Sundays, in major cities; and overnight deliveries between cities and 
towns at a cost of half a penny for a postcard and a penny for a letter.44  

The most important people in a chain migration are the “pioneers”, the people who emigrate first to 
a destination, “establish a ‘bridgehead’ and subsequently both encourage and assist relations and 
friends to join them, thereby establishing a ‘chain’ between old world and new”.45 As Table 2 indicates, 
the pioneers were Archibald McIntosh (1.3.5a), the husband of Maggie Bain (1.3.5), followed three 
days later by Alexander Scott (1.3.3.3a), the husband of Mary Bain (1.3.3.3), and Frank Bain (1.3.3.5), 
and then about a month later by William Bain (1.3.3.2). Isabella Bain (1.3.6) might also have been a 
pioneer. She worked for many years for the Canadian Pacific Steamship Company on its routes 
between the UK and Canada and arrived in Winnipeg sometime in 1910-11. Even if she were not 
literally a pioneer, her stories from talking to emigrating passengers probably greatly influenced the 
Bain family’s decision to emigrate to Canada.  

Archibald – the first by three days to leave and the brother-in-law of Isabella and the uncle by marriage 
of Alexander, Frank, and William – was probably the most influential person in the family’s decision-
making. He was a married man of 47 with adult children (Alexander, 27, was married with infant 
children; Frank and William were 19 and 26 respectively, and single). He was a skilled carpenter who 
employed other carpenters; he was relatively well off; and he and his family lived in a desirable part 
of the West End of Glasgow where they led a “respectable” lifestyle. The others probably looked up 
to him as the senior man not only in age but also in experience and wisdom. Indeed, given his 
comfortable position in Glasgow, he was not a typical emigrant who was being pushed by poor 
economic circumstances or being pulled by greater economic opportunity to Canada. He and his wife 
probably decided to emigrate for the sake of their children. Two of their four children died of measles 
within eight days of each other in 1896. The parents ensured that their two surviving children were 

 
43 Ibid.,483.  

44 See Catherine J. Golden, Posting It: The Victorian Revolution in Letter Writing (Gainesville: Florida University 
Press, 2009).  

45 Fitzgerald and Lambkin, op. cit., p. 298.  
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well educated and they entered the middle class as a stenographer and a bank clerk. And emigration 
to Canada was almost certainly intended to give them even greater economic and social opportunity. 

Once the pioneers had emigrated, found employment, and presumably reported back favourably to 
those in Scotland, most of them followed. Isabella (1.3.6) was probably next; she was employed by 
the Canadian Pacific Steamship Company and likely worked her way across the Atlantic and then 
travelled on to Winnipeg in 1910-11. Meg Duncanson (1.3.3.2a) left Alloa between 1910 and 1911 to 
work in New York as a cook and then came to Winnipeg in 1912-13 to marry William Bain (1.3.3.2). 
Mary Bain and her two children joined her husband Alexander Scott in Winnipeg in March 1911. Three 
months later her brother Tom (1.3.3.4) arrived there. Archibald McIntosh had returned to Glasgow in 
February 1911 to put his affairs in order and to organise his family’s emigration, with his son Robert 
(1.3.5.3) departing in August 1911, his daughter Margaret (1.3.5.2) in January 1912, and he and his 
wife in June 1912. Margaret Smart (1.3.3.4a) also left in June 1912 to marry Tom Bain a few days after 
arriving in Winnipeg. James Bain (1.3.3.6) was the last to leave, in May 1913, just before the beginning 
of World War I. Following World War I, and the death of her husband George in 1920, Caroline Bain 
(née Bowie; 1.3.3a) left Scotland in December 1922 with her two grandchildren – George (1.3.3.4.1) 
and Peggy (1.3.3.4.2), who had come to live with their paternal grandparents in 1917 following the 
death of their mother – to take them back to their father Tom and his new wife in Winnipeg, and she 
stayed on there after she had delivered them.  

George Bain (1.3.3.7), the youngest child of George and Caroline Bain, joined the British Army in 
September 1914, a month after the outbreak of World War I, fought in France, was wounded there, 
and was discharged as medically unfit in August 1915. Following his discharge, he returned to Alloa 
and to his trade as a plumber; he married in 1918, and he and his wife (Christina, 1.3.3.7a) had their 
first child (George, 1.3.3.7.1) in 1920. Sometime during the first half of 1923, he left Alloa for London, 
Ontario, where his wife’s two sisters had emigrated about a year earlier, and then in August of that 
year his wife and son sailed to join him there. Eight years had elapsed since he returned from France 
and five since he had married, so he was obviously in no hurry to emigrate.  

Hence, unlike his siblings, he might have been more pushed than pulled to Canada when the short 
post-war boom went into reverse, and widespread unemployment occurred in the early 1920s, 
especially in the cyclical heavy industries that dominated the Scottish economy. One result was that 
emigration from Scotland increased markedly in the 1920s.46 He might also have been encouraged to 
emigrate by his mother doing so at this time when she took her grandchildren back to Canada. 

By 1923, all George and Caroline Bain’s children and their families had emigrated to Canada except 
for the eldest, Janet (1.3.3.1). The reason she and her family did not emigrate probably is that they 
were successfully settled in Scotland. If we take 1910, the year her siblings began to emigrate, she 
would have been 34, at least seven years older than her siblings who emigrated that year; she had 
been married ten years; her husband was 39 and had a good job as a woodyard manager; and she had 
three children aged 2 to 9. There was much to retain her and her family in Scotland. Even if she had 
wanted to emigrate, poor health might have prevented her from travelling overseas or, if she had, 
prevented the Canadian authorities from accepting her as an immigrant.47 

 
46 Devine, op. cit., p. 469.  

47 See Roy Hanes, “None Is Still Too Many:  An Historical Explanation of Canadian Immigration Legislation as It 
Pertains to People with Disabilities”, Development Disabilities Bulletin, XXXVII (No. 1 & 2, 2009), pp. 91-126. 
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Although some of those who did emigrate might have gone to Canada intending to stay for only a few 
years to make some money before returning to Scotland (e.g., Tom Bain), none returned permanently 
during their lifetimes.48 Archibald McIntosh came back in 1911 to clear up his affairs and organise his 
wife’s and children’s emigration, but he left for Canada again in 1912; he also returned in 1926 to 
arrange for his wife’s remains to be interred in the family plot in Glasgow’s Western Necropolis but 
remained there only a month before going back to Canada. William Bain’s wife Meg (née Duncanson; 
1.3.3.2a) returned to Scotland in 1917 to take her motherless nephew and niece to live with their 
paternal grandparents, but she came back once wartime shipping conditions permitted in 1918. 
Robert McIntosh (1.3.5.3) might have returned to Scotland briefly during the Vimy Pilgrimage in 1936, 
and he probably returned to Glasgow for a short time in 1957 when he had his father’s ashes interred 
in the family plot in the Western Necropolis. And Frank Bain, who had entered the United States 
illegally around 1924, was apprehended and had to return to Scotland in 1932 to obtain an 
immigration visa, which he did in 1933. But for all of them their permanent residence remained in 
Canada or the United States. 

 

Crossing 

 
Today a person can fly from Glasgow to Quebec in about eight to ten hours. But crossing the Atlantic 
by air did not become commonplace until the 1950s. Before then, most people went by ship (indeed, 
in the years immediately before and after World War I, it was the only way to go) and, as Table 2 
reveals, the steamship journey took about eight to ten days. Scots wishing to make this journey in 
those days had an advantage because several major shipping lines operated across the Atlantic from 
the Clyde. One of these was the Allan Line; it dominated the Canadian routes and, as Table 2 also 
reveals, its ships – the Parisian, Grampian, Pretorian, Hesperian, and Ionian – were frequently used by 
the Bains.49  

These ships had been built or rebuilt between 1899 and 1908; their gross tonnage varied between 
about 5,000 and 11,000 compared with over 45,000 for the larger liners (e.g., the Titanic and the 
Olympic); and comparing the Parisian, which was one of the Allan Line’s smaller ships, and the 
Hesperian, which was one of its larger, could carry between 150 and 210 passengers in first class, 
between 100 and 250 in second, and 1,000 in steerage/third.50   Conditions varied from ship to ship 
but those in first class had luxurious cabins with the services of stewards and ate meals comparable 
to those of fine restaurants; those in second class had more modest cabins, services and meals but 
still travelled in some style; those in steerage/third class were grouped by family or gender in cabins 
containing up to ten persons and ate good but basic meals. The Bains travelled second or 
steerage/third class. Hence, although they did not travel in luxury, they often sailed in relative 
comfort. 

 
48 Substantial numbers of Scottish emigrants to North America did return to live in Scotland. “By 1900 it is 
estimated that around one-third of those Scots who left came back sooner or later.” Devine, op. cit., p. 475.  

49 For a history of the Allan Line, see Thomas E. Appleton, Ravenscrag: The Allan Royal Mail Line (Toronto:  
McClelland & Stewart, 1974).  

50 The ships’ details were obtained from the Internet. See also the entries in Section 4 for everyone who is listed 
in Table 2.  
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The cost of a trip comprised four basic elements. Those not resident in Glasgow, the point of 
departure, had to pay the cost of getting there by rail or other means; these costs are not known and, 
in any case, were insignificant relative to the total cost of the trip. There were also costs at the end of 
the voyage: the train fare from, say, Quebec City to Winnipeg, a trip of more than fifty hours; these 
costs were significant, and were often consolidated with the cost of the ocean voyage in “through-
fares”. Adults also had to bring enough “spending money” to tide them (and sometimes their families) 
over from when they left Scotland until they began earning in Canada; for the Bains, as can be seen 
from Table 2, this money ranged from $20 to $100, with the most common figure being $25 (about 
$500 in 2019 values).  

The main element in the cost of the trip was the fare for the transatlantic voyage. These fares varied 
with the steamship line and with the age and size of the ship. They also varied with the speed of the 
ship because every increased knot to shorten the journey time meant greatly increased coal 
consumption. The main cause of variation, however, was the class of travel: first-class usually cost at 
least two to three times as much as second, and second was often at least 50 per cent more than 
third.51 And regardless of the class travelled, “out of season” (e.g., winter) fares were less expensive 
than those at other times of the year. As was indicated above, the Bains sailed on newer and smaller 
ships that were less costly to build and maintain; they were also slower ships (for example, the top 
speed of both the Parisian and the Ionian was fourteen knots compared with over twenty for the 
Titanic and the Olympic); and, as Table 2 reveals, many of the trips were made in the winter months. 

These general considerations do not, however, give the actual fares that the pioneers paid for their 
tickets. Such information is not available, but enough data exist to enable a rough estimate to be 
made. Following the North Atlantic Fare War of 1904, when competition between the main 
steamships lines resulted in substantial cuts in steerage fares, the total cost of steerage sea and third-
class rail travel from Liverpool to Winnipeg in 1906 was $30 (about £6 – about £717 in 2018 values – 
at the exchange rate prevailing at that time).52 But fares increased between then and 1910 when the 
pioneers sailed. Canadian data for 1910 do not exist, but, using American data for that year, the cost 
of a trip from Glasgow to Winnipeg has been estimated as £9.80 second class and £7.70 steerage.53 
To these figures must be added the cost of the “spending money” for Archibald McIntosh ($60=£12) 
and for Alexander Scott and Frank Bain ($25=£5).        

 

 
51 Sometime in the 1890s, the Allan Line advertised sailings in October from Liverpool to Quebec on the Parisian 
(presumably before it was rebuilt in 1899). First class, “Saloon Ocean Fares”, were 12 to 20 Guineas (£12.6-£21; 
c. £1,600-£2,700 in 2018 values) with “wines and liquors” extra; second class, “Intermediate Fares”, were £6 6s 
(£6.3; c. £700 in 2018 values); and steerage fares were £4 (c. £516 in 2018 values); it also advertised a special 
through-fare from Liverpool to Winnipeg: second class was £8 15s 4d (£8.77; c. £1,100 in 2018 values) and 
steerage was £6 9s 4d (£6.47; c. £840 in 2018 values). See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Allan_Line_ 
Royal_Mail_Steamers; accessed 28 March 2019.    

52 Ruben Bellan, Winnipeg First Century: An Economic History (Winnipeg: Queenston, 1978), p. 64. The exchange 
rate in 1906 and 1910 was £1=$4.85Cdn. See https://maplemoney.com/history-of-the-canadian-dollar/; 
accessed 7 April 2019.    

53 Email from Professor Drew Keeling to me, 5 April 2019. Drew Keeling, together with Brandon Dupont and 
Thomas Weiss, are the leading authorities on transatlantic ocean fares in the 19th and 20th Centuries. See, for 
example, their paper “First Cabin Fares from New York to the British Isles, 1826-1914” (Cambridge, MA: National 
Bureau of Economic Research, Working Paper 22426, 2016).  
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The combined cost of the fare and spending money would have represented about 20 per cent of 
Archibald’s and Frank’s annual earnings and 13 per cent of Alexander’s.54  These were substantial sums 
and raise the question of where the pioneers would have obtained them. Since they were pioneers, 
they would not have received remittances from those who had gone before. So, they must have drawn 
on their individual savings, the collective savings of the extended Bain family, or both. That the Bains, 
individually or collectively, had such savings, lends weight to the view that they were being pulled 
rather than pushed to Canada. 

The favourite departure port was, not surprisingly, Glasgow;55 the most common arrival port, often 
via Liverpool or some other intermediate port, was Quebec; Halifax, Nova Scotia and St John, New 
Brunswick were generally used in the winter months when ice conditions on the St Lawrence River 
blocked access to Quebec or at least presented a danger to shipping. That no doubt explains why in 
January 1923 Caroline Bain (1.3.3a) and her two grandchildren arrived at St John rather than Quebec. 
They sailed on the Metagama because it was in the fleet of the Canadian Pacific Steamship Company, 
which was owned by the Canadian Pacific Railway. Tom Bain, who booked the passage for his mother 
and children, then worked for the CPR and, as an employee, would probably have benefitted from 
discounted fares.  

Whichever port the Bains arrived at, where the ship’s manifest gives a means of onward travel to 
Winnipeg, it was by the CPR. Before 1912, however, the CPR did not connect to the ports of Halifax 
and St John, and passengers arriving there would be routed to Quebec via the Intercolonial Railway 
(ICR), where they would make the CPR connection for Winnipeg. The trip from Quebec to Winnipeg 
took about two days; the total trip from Halifax or St John to Winnipeg took the better part of five 
days.56  

 
54 In October 1905, the mid-point of the “predominant range of weekly wages” in Scotland was 36s 1½d (£1.81) 
for carpenters and joiners, and 23s 1½d (£1.16) for building labourers; the “weekly time rates of wages” for 
carpenters and joiners in Glasgow was 40s 4½d (£2.02). “The rates given are for a full week in summer. The 
weekly wage in winter, owing to shorter working hours, would be less.”  See Report of an Enquiry by the Board 
of Trade into Working Class Rents, Housing and Retail Prices Together with the Standard Rates of Wages 
Prevailing in Certain Occupations in the Principal Industrial Towns of the United Kingdom, CD 3864 (London: 
HMSO, 1908), pp. xxxvi and 607. Wages in the UK increased by 6.5% between 1905 and 1910; see George Sayers 
Bain and Farouk Elsheikh, Union Growth and the Business Cycle: An Econometric Analysis (Oxford: Blackwell, 
1976), pp. 134-35. So, the above figures in the latter year would have been approximately £1.93, £1.24, and 
£2.15. Ignoring the Report’s caveat about the difference between summer and winter earnings, annual earnings 
(52 weeks) would have been approximately £100, £64, and £112. Hence in 1910 Andrew McIntosh as a carpenter 
and joiner in Glasgow would have been earning about £112 p.a. (which since he was also an employer of 
carpenters and joiners, might understate his earnings); Alexander Scott as a cabinet maker/carpenter and joiner 
living in Alloa would have been earning about £100 p.a.; and Frank Bain as a “timber worker” (at best, a semi-
skilled trade) in Alloa would have been earning about £64 p.a.         

55 The ships of the Allan Line generally sailed from the North Basin (one of four basins) in Prince’s Dock, which 
was opened in the 1890s and was located on the south bank of the River Clyde in the Govan area of Glasgow. 
See John F. Riddell, The Clyde: The Making of a River (Edinburgh: John Donald, 2000), pp. 219-28, and the 
photograph in Section 5. It ceased to be a commercial dock during the 1970s as the volume of shipping declined 
with the onset of containerisation. It was largely infilled, except for the Canting Basin, in the 1980s and today 
the Glasgow Science Centre and BBC Scotland are located there. See https://canmore.org.uk/site 
/278873/glasgow-princes-dock-canting-basin-and-west-quay; accessed 4 June 2019.       

56 See https://www.british-immigrants-in-montreal.com/ship_to_montreal.html; accessed 2 April 2019.   
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We know quite a bit about the conditions on the ships the Bains sailed on across the Atlantic, as the 
above discussion has revealed, but we know less about the conditions on the trains they travelled on 
from their port of arrival to Winnipeg. Around 1890, the CPR introduced second-class colonist sleeping 
cars that provided basic sleeping berths and cooking facilities (see photograph in Section 5). 
Immigrants could travel from Montreal to Vancouver for about $7 per person, but they had to provide 
their own food and bedding.57  Some of the Bains might have travelled in these sleeping cars but the 
men, when travelling by themselves, probably slept as best they could on ordinary seats, even on a 
trip lasting four-five days. Indeed, when George and Peggy Bain (1.3.3.4.1 and 1.3.3.4.2) and their 
grandmother, Caroline Bain (1.3.3a), went by rail from St. John, New Brunswick to Winnipeg in 1923, 
they slept on seats rather than in berths.  

 

Arriving 

 
Archibald McIntosh arrived in Halifax on 7 May 1910. He would have arrived in Winnipeg about four-
five days later at the massively impressive railway station the CPR had opened in 1905 on Higgins 
Avenue to demonstrate the importance of both the CPR and the city (see photographs in Section 5). 
As he emerged from the station, he almost certainly would not have turned right towards Main Street 
because that led to the Royal Alexandra Hotel, which the CPR had opened adjoining its station in 1906 
and was considered its finest hotel and, by a wide margin, the best and most expensive in Winnipeg 
at the time.58  

Archibald is much more likely to have turned left to Immigration Hall No. 1 (see photograph in Section 
5). It had also opened in 1906, was on Maple Street where it joined Higgins Avenue immediately to 
the east of the CPR station, and was reserved largely for English-speaking immigrants. It, and 
Immigration Hall No. 2, provided free, decent accommodation and food, usually for about a week, and 
advice about the availability of land for farmers and about labour-market conditions in Winnipeg and 
other communities across the West for other immigrants.59 

Frank Bain and Alexander Scott would have arrived in Winnipeg about three days after Archibald. Since 
room and board were free at Immigration Hall No. 1, they probably also stayed there for a few days. 
But the four pioneers are listed in Henderson’s Directory for 1911, whose data refer to 1910, as 
residing at 57 Dagmar Street; so they found alternative accommodation quickly. Indeed, William Bain 
who arrived about a month after the rest, might have gone there directly from the CPR station. The 
property at 57 Dagmar Street was a boarding house,60 as were most of the houses on Dagmar Street 

 
57 See https://www.wcra.org/index.php/preservation/cpr-2514; accessed 4 June 2019.   

58 https://timemachine.siamandas.com/PAGES/winnipeg_stories/NEWYEARS1913.htm; accessed 2 April 2019.  

59 Robert Vineberg, “Welcoming Immigrants at the Gateway to Canada’s West: Immigration Halls in Winnipeg, 
1872-1975”, Manitoba History, No. 65 (Winter 2011); http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/mb_history/65/immigrati 
onhalls.shtml; accessed 2 April 2019.  

60 Boarding or rooming houses were very common at this time and were generally large family homes that had 
been converted to boarding houses as wealthy families moved to more fashionable areas. Lodgers rented a 
room in them for one or more nights and sometimes for extended periods of weeks, months, and years. Boarding 
houses normally provided at least some meals (usually breakfast and dinner), and laundry and cleaning services 
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and the surrounding area at that time. Indeed, the street gave its name to the Dagmar District –  
bounded by Main Street, Sherbrook Street, Notre Dame Avenue and the CPR tracks, and close to the 
government’s Immigration Halls on Higgins Avenue – which since the 1870s has served as “the landing 
site for new immigrants”.61 Although the boarding houses in the Dagmar District took in immigrants 
from all nations, each house was usually restricted to immigrants from a single nation or closely 
related group of nations. The names and occupations of the thirteen residents listed at 57 Dagmar 
Street in the Directory for the three years 1911-13 suggest they were all British. Archibald left 57 
Dagmar Street in January 1911 to return to Scotland to wind up his affairs there and to bring his wife 
to Winnipeg; Alexander probably left in March 1911 when his wife Mary arrived, and they then resided 
on Kensington Street; Frank left by the end of 1910 or early in 1911 to trap in northern Manitoba; and 
William remained there until 1912 when he moved to Aikins Street.              

The pioneers, like most manual workers who emigrated to Winnipeg, arrived in May-June to take 
advantage of the economic upturn that came with spring and summer. And they found jobs quickly: 
Frank as a car cleaner at the Canadian Northern Railway, Archibald and Alex at their trades as 
carpenters, and William at his former employment in a lumber company. 

Those who followed the pioneers almost certainly did not stay in Immigration Hall No. 1 when they 
arrived in Winnipeg but, as chain emigrants usually did, resided with family members who had come 
earlier. We do not know where Tom Bain lived when he first came to Winnipeg in mid-June 1911, or 
where his fiancée, Margaret Smart (1.3.3.4a), stayed when she arrived at the end of June 1912, but 
she would almost certainly have resided with other members of the Bain family until she and Tom 
married a few days later on 2 July. And we do not know exactly when Meg Duncanson (1.3.3.2a) 
arrived in Winnipeg between 1912 and 1913, but we do know that she was living with Archibald and 
Maggie McIntosh on Bannerman Avenue when she married William Bain in October 1913. 

Most, but not all, of the extended Bain family went to Winnipeg. Robert McIntosh (1.3.5.3), unlike his 
parents and his sister, did not. When he arrived in Quebec City in August 1911, he went to Toronto, 
where he worked as a bookkeeper at a printing company, generally commuting there from his 
residence in Thornhill, a small town about 20 miles north. We do not know why he went to Toronto 
and Thornhill. Perhaps he had arranged his position in Toronto before he left Scotland and, after he 
had arrived, found Thornhill an inexpensive place to rent accommodation. George Bain (1.3.3.7) and 
his family also did not go to Winnipeg. As indicated above, they went to London, Ontario in 1923 
because George’s wife’s two sisters had emigrated there a year or so earlier.  

One of the traditional functions of those who go earlier in a chain migration is to help fund the travel 
and initial living costs of family members who come later. Since wages in Canada were much higher 
than those in the UK, husbands often emigrated several months or even a year or more before their 
wives and families – as Archibald McIntosh, Alex Scott, and George Bain did – not only to prepare the 
way for them but also to begin accumulating enough capital to pay their fares and to build a new life 

 
might also be supplied. They generally took in emigrants from the same country and “with their familiar diets, 
accents, and conversation helped boarders overcome their sense of dislocation”, thereby  providing them “with 
emotional, and frequently material, support”; Ross McCormack, “Cloth Caps and Jobs: The Ethnicity of English 
Immigrants in Canada, 1900-1914”, Jorgen Dahlie and Tissa Fernando (eds.), Ethnicity, Power and Politics in 
Canada (Toronto: Methuen, 1981), p. 182.        

61 See https://readreidread.wordpress.com/2011/05/08/winnipegs-dagmar-district/; accessed 13 July 2019.   
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in Canada.62  Alexander and Mary Scott, as well as William and Meg Bain, paid the fares for their 
nephew, George Bain (1.3.3.4.1), and their niece, Margaret Bain (1.3.3.4.2), to return to Canada from 
Scotland in 1923 accompanied by their paternal grandmother. Their grandmother was emigrating, but 
the children were simply returning to the country of their birth. Did anyone who went before, or who 
remained in Scotland, financially assist Tom and James Bain? Did Tom and William Bain, or anyone 
else, financially assist their fiancées, Margaret Smart and Meg Duncanson, to come to Winnipeg? And 
did anyone, including the sisters of his wife in London, Ontario, financially assist George Bain and his 
family when they emigrated there in 1923? We do not know. If those who came later were helped 
financially, stories about this assistance did not come down to their children and grandchildren.63    

Segregation, Integration, Modulation 

However the Bains financed their trip to Canada, by 1913 thirteen adults and two children of the family 
had arrived in Winnipeg and a decade later two more adults and a child had come to London, Ontario. 
Having arrived, how did they adapt to life in Canada? Did they segregate themselves in districts with 
distinctive Scottish identities? Or did they adjust into the established dominant culture, which was 
primarily British? Did they begin to identify as Canadian? Or did they continue throughout their lives 
to modulate between these two extremes, ambivalently seeing their new world as both the “land of 
the stranger” and the “land of opportunity”? 

In discussing these questions, less attention is given to James (1.3.3.6), Frank (1.3.3.5), and George 
Bain (1.3.3.7) than to the other principal immigrants. James remained in Winnipeg for only a short 
time, leaving, as many immigrants to Canada did, for what were seen as even better opportunities in 
the United States. After about a year in Winnipeg, Frank left to go trapping in northern Manitoba and 
elsewhere, eventually joining his brother James in the United States. And George emigrated ten years 
after the pioneers and went to London, Ontario rather than to Winnipeg. They also get less attention 
because, as a Winnipeg boy, I do not know their families as well as those who came to Winnipeg and 
remained there until Tom Bain (1.3.3.4) began the exodus in 1943 from Manitoba to British Columbia 
with its more moderate climate.  

The women who emigrated have also received less attention because their work as housewives and 
mothers was in the home and left less of a documentary trail. Yet their role in making the decision to 
emigrate and their contribution to building a new life in Canada was at least as great as that of the 
men. Most of them travelled across the Atlantic and on to Winnipeg and London, Ontario without 
their husbands or fiancés and sometimes with young children. The job of making a home and raising 
the children – for Mary Scott (1.3.3.3a) and Lillian Bain (1.3.3.4b), numerous children – fell mainly to 
them. And Winnipeg at this time was not a congenial place for women trying to raise a family: it “was 
a lusty, gutsy, bawdy frontier boom-town” in which women were greatly outnumbered by men, many 

62 A. Ross McCormack, “Networks among British Immigrants and Accommodation to Canadian Society: 
Winnipeg, 1900-1914”, Social History, XVIII (November, 1984), pp. 362-64.  

63 In 1911 the Winnipeg Development and Industrial Bureau began a programme, the Imperial Home Reunion 
Movement, “for assisting worthy British workmen to bring their families to Winnipeg”; see Alan Artibise, 
Winnipeg: An Illustrated History (Toronto: Lorimer, 1977), p. 36. But there is no evidence that the Bains used 
this programme.  
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of them single and not interested in establishing activities and institutions to serve the needs of 
women and children.64       

Regardless of when or where the Bains emigrated, and whether they were male or female, they 
were more favourably placed when they arrived than many others, because they were British. In the 
years before World War I and for several decades thereafter, the dominant culture in Winnipeg was 
overwhelmingly British: in 1911 those of British origin comprised almost 30 per cent of Winnipeg’s 
foreign-born population, 62 per cent of its total population; and 70 per cent of its total population 
was Protestant, with over 22 per cent being Presbyterian, the Bain family’s nominal religion.65 In 
short, the Bains, unlike the “foreigners” from central and eastern Europe, integrated quickly and 
easily to Winnipeg’s dominant culture.  

Nevertheless, the Bains, like emigrants in virtually all societies, found security and support by initially 
associating with their own. Mention has already been made of how the pioneers stayed with other 
British residents in a boarding house in the British-dominated inner core of the city when they first 
arrived in Winnipeg. Even after their wives, fiancées, and other family members came and they had 
settled in more permanent residences, they continued to live close to their own – both ethnically 
and occupationally.  

After Archibald McIntosh (1.3.5a) was joined by his wife in 1912, they lived on Bannerman Avenue, 
Walker Avenue, and Harvard Street; Bannerman Avenue was in British-dominated West Kildonan; 
Walker Avenue was in the Fort Rouge area of Winnipeg, and Harvard Avenue was in Transcona (then 
a separate town), both locations where the CNR, his employer, had its yards and repair shops. After 
William Bain began working for the CNR in 1918, he and his family lived on Arnold Avenue, Kylemore 
Avenue, Bryce Street, and Hector Avenue, which were all close to the CNR shops in Fort Rouge. In 
effect, the tradesmen in the CNR shops residentially dispersed themselves in such a way as to create 
British colonies in Fort Rouge and Transcona.  

After Tom Bain returned from Stony Mountain and married his second wife Lillian in 1918, he lived 
on William Avenue, where Lillian’s family also lived. He then moved to Kensington Street and, after 
about a year, to Vernon Road, which are both in St James, an area then settled mainly by those of 
British origin. He and his family remained there for about thirteen years and then for about a decade 
they lived on Alexander Avenue and Milton Street, which are close to where Tom and several of his 
sons worked at Weston Shops on Logan Avenue. Weston, sometimes known as CPR Town, was a 
British ghetto in the central and eastern European North End of Winnipeg. The Scots dominated 
Weston Shops and, in hiring skilled workers, the foremen, who were almost exclusively British, gave 
preference to them and other British immigrants. Indeed, such preference probably explains how Tom  
 

                                                           
64 James H. Gray, The Boy from Winnipeg (Toronto: Macmillan, 1970), p. 2. The titles of two of Gray’s other 
books also indicate the character of Winnipeg in those days: Red Lights on the Prairies (London: Macmillan, 
1971), and Booze: The Impact of Whisky on the Prairie West (Toronto: Macmillan, 1972). The number of males 
per l,000 females in Winnipeg in 1911 was 1,207, which was good for women looking for a husband but not so 
good for married women raising a family. See Alan F. J. Artibise, “Patterns of Population Growth and Ethnic 
Relationships in Winnipeg, 1874-1974”, Social History, IX (November, 1976), p. 301.  
65 Artibise, ibid., pp. 303-06. Artibise drives the point home by citing a comment made by a Hungarian 
immigrant in a novel by John Marlyn, Under the Ribs of Death (Toronto: McClelland & Stewart, 1957): “the only 
people who count are the English [English is being used here as a synonym for British]. Their fathers got all the 
best jobs. They’re the ones nobody ever calls foreigners. Nobody ever makes fun of their names or calls them 
‘bologny-eaters’ or laughs at the way they dress or talk . . . cause when you’re English it’s the same as bein’ 
Canadian.”    

214299_Bain Family History_p1 to p460_Book__28.indb   97 22/06/2020   09:55



 
 

 

76 
 

Bain was hired as a journeyman boilermaker in 1920 even though he had not served an apprenticeship 
at the trade.66    

Since Alex Scott (1.3.3.3a) worked in the construction industry, he did not have a fixed place of 
employment and could have lived virtually anywhere in Winnipeg. But he too lived in British areas. 
After his wife Mary (1.3.3.3) joined him in 1911, they lived on Kensington Street, King Edward Street, 
and Bannatyne Avenue, all of which were in the outer reaches of the British West End; and when they 
returned to Winnipeg in 1922-23 – after having lived in Ashern and Oak Point, Manitoba – they resided 
on Luxton Avenue, Lansdowne Avenue, and Gertie Street – all of which were in the inner core of the 
city – and then went to a home at the corner of Main Street and Rupertsland Avenue in West Kildonan. 

The conclusion that emerges from the above account is that the Bains segregated themselves from 
the non-British emigrants who came to Winnipeg. They integrated into the dominant British culture 
of Winnipeg by immersing themselves in the interests and activities of the established residents. In 
short, they quickly became “Canadians”. But they continued, to a greater or lesser extent, to identify 
also with Scotland. None identified as strongly as Archibald and Maggie McIntosh, who had their 
remains repatriated to Scotland; but, unlike their nephews and nieces, they had spent most of their 
lives in Scotland and, in returning there in death, were rejoining their two young children who had 
died before the rest of their family left for Canada. 

The others nevertheless remained proud of their Scottish heritage and retained parts of it. Tom Bain 
was a member of the Sons of Scotland, a fraternal benefit society that attempts to preserve Scottish 
culture as an important part of the “Canadian cultural mosaic”; he attended Robbie Burns celebrations 
most years; and he spoke with a strong Scottish accent until his dying day. William, Mary and Alex 
Scott, and George also retained their Scottish accents to a greater or lesser extent; and since Frank 
and James were both known as “Scottie”, they probably did as well. William loved to recite the poems 
of Robbie Burns; and he and Tom would meet regularly in retirement in British Columbia to sing in 
harmony the songs of the “old country”; and three thousand miles away in Pennsylvania James Bain 
often sang the refrain of “A Wee Deoch-An-Doris”, especially after a dram or two, and, on special 
occasions, wore a kilt that his wife had made for him. They, like many Scottish emigrants to Canada 
and the United States, “negotiated the cultural borders of relocation by planting a series of ethnic 
anchors that rooted them simultaneously in two worlds, allowing them to integrate memories and 
institutions of the homeland into an unfamiliar environment.”67 

At least some members of the next generation continued to see themselves as Scottish-Canadians. 
Since George Bain (1.3.3.7) was born in Scotland and George (1.3.3.4.1) and Peggy (1.3.3.4.2) Bain 
spent part of their childhood there after their mother died, it is not surprising that they did, and that 
Peggy continued to write to and visit relatives in Scotland until late in her life. But others of that 
generation also saw themselves as hyphenated Canadians or at least were proud of, and identified 

 
66 Ross McCormack, “Cloth Caps and Jobs”, op. cit., p. 188 gives an example of the promotion of a London 
labourer working in the CPR Angus shops in Montreal: “the boss asked me if I understood boiler making; so I 
told him no, but I understood hauling iron about and could use a 14 lb. hammer; so he says, come along with 
me and I will see what you are made of. He took me to another boss in the boiler shop, and he set me to work 
next day. He asked me how I liked the job. So I told him I was satisfied with my job if I suited him. He says I will 
have 10 cents rise a day at once.” 

67 Marjory Harper, “Crossing Borders: Scottish Emigration to Canada”, https://www.history.ac.uk/ihr/Focus/ 
Migration/articles/harper.html; accessed 14 April 2019.  
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with, aspects of their Scottish ancestry. For example, Florence (1.3.3.4.10) and Lillian (1.3.3.4.11) 
visited Scotland after they retired; Lillian’s obituary stated that she loved “all things Scottish”, which 
was underlined by a piper playing at her funeral; and Ellen’s (1.3.3.4.6) obituary ended with 
“Godspeed from your family, ‘My Bonny Wee Scotch Lassie’.”             

According to Helen Bain (1.3.3.5.4a), Frank Bain’s children in the United States also identified with 
aspects of their Scottish heritage and were proud to tell others about it. So too did the children of 
George Bain (1.3.3.7) in Ontario. Margaret Bell (1.3.3.7.4) states that she and her siblings “were raised 
in the belief that there were two kinds of people in the world:  Scots and people who wished they 
were. We could walk the streets of Alloa and know where everyone lived. My brother Colin [1.3.3.7.3] 
can sing all the Scottish songs.”68 

Whether or not those who emigrated from Scotland and their children continued to identify with their 
Scottish heritage, they saw themselves primarily as Canadians or Americans and acted as such. This 
can be seen in their military service. Some of those who left Scotland for Canada served in World War 
I – George Bain (1.3.3.7) in the British Army before he emigrated, Robert McIntosh (1.3.5.3) in the 
Canadian Army, and James Bain (1.3.3.6) briefly in the American Army – but they were too old to serve 
in World War II. Their children, however, enlisted in large numbers. George (1.3.3.4.1) and Eddie Bain 
(1.3.3.4.5), as well as their cousin George Bain (1.3.3.2.2), served in the Canadian Navy. Their brother 
Ian (1.3.3.4.3) served in the Canadian Army, and their brother Allan (1.3.3.4.4) joined the Canadian Air 
Force as did his cousin George (1.3.3.7.1). Several of the spouses also served: Raymond Wright 
(1.3.3.3.5a), Alvin Norelius (1.3.3.3.11a), Allan Chunn (1.3.3.4.2a), June Bain (1.3.3.4.5a), and Hugh 
O’Handley (1.3.3.4.6a) in the Canadian Army; and Stanley Moore (1.3.3.4.10a), who lied about his age 
and joined the Canadian Navy when he was 16. Beverley Bell (1.3.3.7.4a), who was too young to serve 
in World War II, was in the Canadian Army in 1951-54 and fought in the Korean War. Similarly, the 
children of Frank Bain (1.3.3.5) were too young to enlist in World War II, but Marion’s husband, Stanley 
Morgan (1.3.3.5.1a), served in the US Army in 1945-46 as did Henry Bain (1.3.3.5.2) in 1953-55; and 
Robert Bain (1.3.3.5.3) was in the US Navy for four years in the 1960s. 

Another indication of the emigrants’ commitment to Canada and the United States is the extent to 
which they participated in the voluntary associations of the civil societies of these countries, 
particularly political parties and trade unions. Tom Bain was an active trade unionist and communist 
politician, holding various positions in the International Boilermakers’ and Helpers’ Union, including 
chairman of its Weston Shops Committee, president of Local 126 in Winnipeg, and general chairman 
of the Union’s Western Canadian Region. He also stood unsuccessfully in 1942 for the Labour 
Progressive Party as an aldermanic candidate for election to Winnipeg City Council. His brother Frank 
held a lay position in the United Mineworkers Union in Donaldson, and their brother James stood 
unsuccessfully in the early 1930s as a Republican candidate in Donaldson for election to its Board of 
Education. Although George and William do not seem to have been an officer in a union or stood as a 
candidate for election to political office, both were committed trade unionists. And William and his 
wife were members of The Rationalists, a group of progressive thinkers in Winnipeg who drew upon 
the rationalist critique of religion and the Marxist critique of society to champion free thought. 

In the next generation, Peggy (1.3.3.4.2) was the family’s leading political activist. She joined the 
Communist Party in 1935 at the age of 20 and worked on its behalf for the rest of her life by, among 
other things: standing on several occasions for election to the Winnipeg Public School Board and being 

 
68 Email from Margaret Bell to the author, 29 May 2019.  
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elected to it in 1947; in the same year, leading the Western Housewives’ Price Council to Ottawa to 
oppose the government’s cancellation of food subsidies; working for several years in the offices of the 
Communist Party of British Columbia and the People’s Co-op Bookstore; and standing for election to 
the Vancouver School Board and Vancouver City Council.   

None of Peggy’s siblings were communists or matched her record of political activism; but all of them 
were social democrats who supported the Co-operative Commonwealth Federation and its successor, 
the New Democratic Party, and several of them were active trade unionists, including: George 
(1.3.3.4.1), who served as president of Jubilee Lodge No. 6 of the Railway 
Carmen of Canada; and Lillian (1.3.3.4.11), who was a shop steward in the office of a prominent 
Vancouver law firm and a secretary in the office of the Hotel and Restaurant Employees and 
Bartenders Union in Santa Cruz, California, of which her husband, Pete Van de Putte, was secretary/
organiser. Nancy Bain (1.3.3.5.3a), the wife of Peggy’s cousin Bob Bain, was shop steward and 
secretary for Local 351 of the International Ladies’ Garment Workers Union, secretary of the 
Scranton-Shamokin-Sunbury-Pottsville District Council of the ILGWU, and a member of the 
Schuylkill County Labor Council. And Donna Bain (1.3.3.7.1.2a), the wife of Kevin Bain, was 
president of the Ontario Nurses Association, Local 75.69   

The discussion of trade-union activism reminds us of the Bains’ primary objective in emigrating to 
Canada – to improve their and their families’ economic and social prospects – and raises the 
question of whether they achieved their goal. This is a difficult question to answer because we 
cannot say with certainty what would have happened to them if they had stayed in Scotland. Some 
indication can be given, however, of their economic position in Canada and the United States. 

Things did not start well for them. The economic boom, which had begun in Winnipeg in 1896 and 
had attracted them there, ended in 1912, shortly after they had begun to arrive. The value of 
building permits that were issued in Winnipeg indicates the suddenness and seriousness of the 
economic malaise: in 1912 they amounted to over $21 million; by 1915 they were only $1.9 
million.70  The economic downturn  and resulting unemployment perhaps explains why James Bain 
left Winnipeg for the United States shortly after he arrived in 1913; Frank Bain left around the 
same time to trap in northern Manitoba; Alex Scott, a skilled carpenter, left in 1916-17 to farm in 
Ashern and Oak Point, Manitoba and only returned to Winnipeg in 1922-23, after farming proved 
unsuccessful;71 and Tom Bain, a stonemason who worked briefly at his trade when he first arrived 
in Winnipeg in 1911, then became a prison guard, a policeman (which he had also been in 
Scotland), an abattoir worker, and a labourer over the next eight years.     

69 Another of Peggy’s cousins, Eddie Reid (1.3.3.1.1), a son of Janet Bain, the only child of George Bain (1.3.3) 
who did not emigrate to Canada, was a life-long supporter of the Labour Party and a Labour County Councillor. 
With a few exceptions, the Bains of Peggy’s and her father’s generations stood on the left of the political 
spectrum, and several of their descendants still do.  

70 James H. Gray, The Roar of the Twenties (Toronto: Macmillan, 1975), p. 69. 

71 Alex Scott’s homestead had poor land, but British immigrants were infamous for displaying “a general 
ineptitude on rural farming enterprises”; see, for example, Erica Gagnon, “Settling the West: Immigration to the 
Prairies from 1867 to 1914”, Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21; see https://pier21.ca/ 
research/immigration-history/settling-the-west-immigration-to-the-prairies-from-1867-to1914;-accessed 18 April 
2019.   
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Unemployment – in Canada, the United Kingdom, and the United States – remained high in the 
1920s and 1930s.72 It says something for the Bains that they were generally in employment during 
these decades. William Bain was a carman at the CNR and earned an annual income of $1,572 in 
1922 and of $1,797 in 1942; and Tom Bain was a boilermaker at the CPR and earned an annual 
income of $1,747 in 1922 and $1,972 in 1942.73 The average annual earnings of production workers 
in manufacturing in Canada were $941 in 1922 and $1,383 in 1942;74 hence by this benchmark, 
William and Tom were doing well. As a coal miner in Donaldson in 1937, Frank Bain earned an 
annual income of about $1,800US, which was above the average annual income of $1,368 for all 
American employees in 1939.75   

Whatever the statistics show, however, we know from other evidence – for example, the living 
conditions at 686 Vernon Road in Winnipeg (see pp. 25-26) – that Tom Bain and his family were not 
doing well. The large size of the family – eleven children – must provide most of the explanation of 
why an above-average wage did not suffice. We do not know why Tom and Lillian had so many 
children, especially since he already had two children from his first marriage and birth control had 
begun to be widely accepted in the closing years of the 19th Century.76 Indeed, his siblings, with one 
exception, each had four children or fewer. The exception was Mary and Alex Scott, who also had 
eleven children (with only eight reaching maturity); but, as a construction superintendent of a large 
company, Alex would have earned much more than Tom as a boilermaker. Tom’s children would 
have had a more economically secure childhood if they had been fewer. But, as my cousin Janice Yee 
(née Van de Putte; 1.3.3.4.11.1) mentioned to me, she is most grateful for her grandparents’ 
exceptional fecundity because otherwise, as a daughter of their eleventh child, she would not be 
here. 

The above discussion might be read to suggest that the Bains who emigrated to Winnipeg were 
unlucky. They arrived just as the economic boom that had attracted them there came to an end and 
then, following World War I, they faced two decades of the heaviest unemployment of the 20th 
Century. But it can also be read to suggest that they were lucky. If they had remained in Scotland, 
which unlike Canada had conscription, they would have either volunteered or been conscripted to 
fight in World War I and might have been wounded like their youngest sibling George Bain (1.3.3.7), 
or, even worse, killed. Even if they had survived the war, they would have faced even heavier 
unemployment in Scotland than in Canada and the United States. And, unlike many others who lived 
at this time, after a difficult start, they found jobs, generally remained in employment for the rest of  
 

                                                           
72 Unemployment peaked in 1933 at 20% in Canada and the United Kingdom (28% in Scotland) and at 25% in 
the United States. See Bain and Elsheikh, op. cit., pp. 134-39; Dave Gower, “A Note on Canadian 
Unemployment Since 1921”, Perspectives on Labour and Income, IV (Autumn, 1992); and Ronald Weir, 
“Structural Change and the Scottish Economy, 1918-1939”, ReFresh, XIX (Autumn, 1994), pp. 5-8.  
73 These annual income figures were calculated from the hourly earnings data in the CPR staff record for each 
individual given in Section 4 based on a 48-hour week and a 52-week year.  
74 Statistics Canada, Historical Statistics of Canada, Section E41, Annual Earnings in Manufacturing Industries; 
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=Statistics+Canada%2C+Historical+Statistics+of+Canada% 
2C + Section+E41; accessed 19 April 2019.   
75 See Diane Petro, “Brother, Can You Spare a Dime? The 1940 Census: Employment and Income”; https:// 
www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2012/ spring/1940.html; accessed 14 July 2019.  
76 Michael Drake, “Your Family: Typical or Not?”, Ruth Finnegan and Michael Drake (eds.), From Family Tree to 
Family History (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994), p. 72.  
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their working lives, and earned wages that were above the Canadian and American averages for 
manual workers. 

Without additional data on the wages of individual emigrants, little more can be said about their 
economic positions in Canada and the United States. More can be said, however, about the social or 
class positions they achieved. To start with Archibald McIntosh (1.3.5a), the first to emigrate, he 
remained what he had been in Scotland, a carpenter and a builder. His children had already entered 
non-manual employment before they emigrated – Margaret (1.3.5.2) as a stenographer and Robert 
(1.3.5.3) as a bank clerk – and they enhanced their positions in Canada. Margaret remained a 
stenographer but, two years after arriving in Winnipeg, she married an assistant solicitor at the CPR, 
the company where she worked, which solidly elevated her to the middle class; Robert married the 
daughter of a successful merchant and became an accountant, the proprietor of a small business, and 
a prominent citizen of Thornhill and Orillia. 

Tom Bain remained in Canada what he had been in Scotland, a skilled tradesman – albeit a boilermaker 
rather than a stonemason – as did George who continued as a plumber. William advanced from being 
a sawyer, at best a semi-skilled position, in a timber yard in Scotland and then in Winnipeg for the first 
few years he was there to a skilled position as a railway carman.77  Alex Scott advanced the most. He 
was a skilled cabinetmaker and carpenter in Scotland and in Winnipeg when he first arrived there, but 
he worked his way up to become a foreman and, ultimately, a senior construction supervisor in one 
of the largest building companies in western Canada. Frank and James fared less well. They, like 
William, were sawyers in a timber yard in Scotland but ended up being coal miners in Pennsylvania. 
Although sawyers and coal miners are both semi-skilled occupations, most people would probably 
prefer to be in the former than the latter. Neither job is particularly well paid, but mining coal is 
unhealthy, dirty, hard, dangerous work. As Kay Muldowney (1.3.3.6a.1.1) remarked about her step-
grandfather James Bain: “He was a hard worker, anybody that worked in the mines was a hard worker. 
They were taking their lives into their hands, everyday.” The truth of her statement was confirmed 
when Frank was killed in the mine in which James also worked. 

Although the Bains who emigrated to Canada probably fared better financially than they would have 
in Scotland, they did not generally experience significant upward social mobility, except for Alex Scott. 
The same is true of most of the thirty-one children they produced who lived to maturity: all the boys 
followed their fathers into unskilled, semi-skilled, skilled, and sometimes supervisory manual jobs; 
with three exceptions, the girls went into secretarial, sales, and similar non-manual positions. The 
exceptions were daughters of Alex and Mary Scott: Janet (1.3.3.3.5) and Lorna (1.3.3.3.11), who 
became school teachers, and Winifred (1.3.3.3.10), who attended the Royal Academy of Music in 
London, England and became a concert pianist and music educator. 

These thirty-one children begat a further fifty-eight children who lived to maturity. Their educational 
attainments and occupations, where known, are too varied and sometimes ill-defined to enable their 
social status to be easily assessed. But using the holding of a university degree – which is an easily 
defined and significant indicator of social status, especially for those born in the period 1930-1960 
when university education was less common – only seven of the fifty-eight held such a qualification.78  

 
77 A railway carman builds, inspects, and repairs rail cars; it is a skilled trade based on wood- and metal-working 
skills, including welding.  

78 George Bain (1.3.3.4.1.1), Dorothy Chunn (1.3.3.4.2.1), Lorna Tyler (née Chunn; 1.3.3.4.2.2), Janice Yee (née 
Van de Putte, 1.3.3.4.11.1), Cameron Bain (1.3.3.7.1.1), Colin Bain (1.3.3.7.1.3), and Laura Wood (1.3.3.3.10.2).  
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Even allowing that some of those without university degrees who became, for example, entrepreneurs 
and managers acquired a social position equal to or greater than those with degrees, the conclusion 
is that this group also experienced little upward social mobility. Not until the late 1960s and 1970s did 
the Bains increasingly graduate from university and enter managerial and professional employment. 

Social status and social mobility are topics of concern to social scientists because they indicate the 
openness of a society and the extent to which it is egalitarian. These matters may also be of interest 
to family members, but of perhaps greater concern to them is the extent to which the wider family 
provides practical and emotional support. Like all families, the Bains that began to emigrate from 
Scotland to Winnipeg in 1910 no doubt had their differences and disagreements, but they were 
nevertheless an extended but tightly-knit, self-supporting, working-class family. They lived near each 
other – most of them on a few streets in Alloa – and they collectively planned and executed their 
emigration to Winnipeg. Once there, they initially continued to live close to and, as has been shown 
above, to help each other. They eventually separated into three groups: those who remained in 
Winnipeg until 1943, when Tom Bain and most of his children began to leave for the milder climate of 
Vancouver; Frank and James, who eventually ended up in Donaldson, Pennsylvania, and their families; 
and George Bain (1.3.3.7) and his family, who had emigrated to London, Ontario.  

The three groups maintained some contact with each other. We know that George came to Winnipeg 
in the 1920s with his family looking for work and lived with Tom and his family while he did so. Tom’s 
daughter Peggy Chunn used his CPR pass to visit her Uncle George and his family in London in 1935, 
and she kept in touch throughout her life with her cousin Margaret Bell by correspondence, visits, and 
trips abroad together. Although his brother Frank had died in 1940, George Bain and some of his family 
went from London, Ontario to Donaldson in 1952-53 to visit Frank’s children and his brother James. 
George left without seeing James, however, when he learned that his brother had changed his name 
from Bain to Storie; but his daughter Margaret Bell (1.3.3.7.4) continued to keep in contact with some 
of Frank’s children, her American cousins, by correspondence and visits. After some of them (e.g., Ed 
and Helen Bain; 1.3.3.5.4 and 1.3.3.5.4a) came north to visit the Ontario Bains in the 1960s, Margaret 
Bell and her husband went south to visit the Donaldson Bains. 

Until I began researching the family history, I had had no contact with, and little knowledge of, my 
Bain relatives in Ontario and Pennsylvania. I now know much more about them, and my impression is 
that at least the older members of each of these groups continued to interact closely. This closeness 
was facilitated, as was that of the emigrants, by geography. Most of the American Bains continued to 
live in the borough of Pine Grove (population 2,000) and, in particular, the town of Donaldson 
(population 300), which are still shaped by their origins as solidaristic coal-mining communities. Most 
of the Ontario Bains continued to live in London (population 384,000) and, to a much lesser extent, in 
Hamilton (population 537,000), which is about 80 miles or 1.3 hours away by car. Their continued 
closeness has been facilitated by many of them working for Bell, Canada’s largest telecommunications 
company, and by a shared interest and participation in a variety of sports. 

The Bains about whom I know the most are those I overlapped with when I was growing up in 
Winnipeg in the 1940s and 1950s, my uncles and aunts. Although they all ended up in British Columbia, 
their upbringing in Winnipeg and, in particular, the cramped conditions at 686 Vernon Road, with 
three children to a bed, and the hard times they experienced together there and later in Weston, were 
crucial in forging the close and supportive relationships they maintained throughout their lives. In 
British Columbia, as in Winnipeg, they all initially lived close to each other in Vancouver and Burnaby; 
indeed, following their mother’s death, Lillian and Russell lived together in her former home. And, as 
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indicated above, the men were all manual workers, the women all lower-level white-collar employees, 
all were committed trade unionists, and all stood politically on the left.  

Their leisure activities also brought them together. The boys enjoyed hunting and fishing, a “flutter” 
on the horses and a bet on a sporting match. Lillian and her daughters Ellen, Florence, and Lillian also 
loved to gamble, being enthusiastic bingo players and going most years to Reno or Las Vegas, Nevada 
to gamble on the slot machines and other games of chance. (Tom and his daughter Peggy did not 
gamble because they saw it – probably quite correctly – as an activity designed by capitalists to part 
workers from their hard-earned money.)  Big family parties and other social occasions were held 
frequently at which the four girls, who all had lovely voices, would often sing, like the Andrews 
Sisters,79 in close harmony (see photograph in Section 5). These events were also held when my dad 
– the only one of the eleven children who remained in Winnipeg because his former job at the CPR 
there was available after he returned from the Canadian Navy in 1946 – visited his siblings in 
Vancouver. The family also came together when I visited them during my time in the navy in the late 
1950s and early 1960s; and, from about 1985 onwards, when I visited Vancouver almost annually, a 
large lunch or dinner would be organised for my benefit. Inevitably, the number attending these 
events got smaller and smaller, until only six or eight of us would go to lunch at the Knight & Day diner 
in Burnaby; and, eventually, only Uncle Eddie and his wife June were left, and my wife and I would go 
to their home for morning coffee. 

As they physically declined (none suffered from dementia) with the passage of years, they continued 
to support each other. The example I know best is the way all his surviving siblings, despite living about 
1,500 miles away in British Columbia, kept in contact with my father in Winnipeg after he suffered a 
stroke in 1993 and was confined to a personal care home. In addition to writing to him frequently, 
Peggy (and her husband Allan) and Ellen visited him on several occasions. Florence and Lillian also 
visited, as did Eddie and Ian. (While his brothers were visiting, they went to Assiniboia Downs, the race 
track in Winnipeg, and won over $3,000, of which a great fuss was made in both Winnipeg and 
Vancouver. Less fuss was made the next evening, when they went to the casino in the Fort Garry Hotel 
and lost it all.)  Finally, they remained close in death. The remains or ashes of all but Peggy, Billy, and 
Florence were interred in Forest Lawn Memorial Park in Burnaby, with Ronald’s in his mother’s grave, 
Russell’s in his father’s grave, and Lillian’s in her brother Eddie’s grave. They ended as they began at 
686 Vernon Road, Winnipeg: in shared spaces in a close community. In short, the children of Tom Bain 
remained what he and his siblings had been when they emigrated from Scotland: an extended but 
tightly-knit, self-supporting, working-class family.  

This family structure, as the above account has demonstrated, served the Bains well in the past. But 
the family structure of the subsequent descendants of Tom Bain, as well as those of his siblings, is now 
evolving in a different way to that of their forebearers: less extended and tightly-knit as they disperse 
themselves more widely geographically; less working class as more of them enter white-collar and 
professional employment; still self-supporting, but across fewer and shorter networks as they have 
fewer children.  

Whatever form family structure takes in the future, however, at least some of the Bains are likely to 
remain interested in the origins and history of their family. I hope that this volume – which describes 
and analyses the Bains’ journey around two thousand years ago from the northern foothills of the Alps 

 
79 A world-famous American close-harmony singing group of three sisters, performing mainly in the swing and 
boogie-woogie eras of the 1940s and 1950s, that sold over 75 million records. 
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(in what today are France and Germany) to Scotland, and then to Canada and the United States in the 
early years of the 20th Century – will help them to understand and appreciate their ancestors’ 
aspirations and achievements in making this journey.  
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Descendants of George Bain and Caroline Bowie

George 
Bain

1855-1920               

Caroline 
Bowie

1858-1927

William
1883-1965   

Bertha
Schlotman
 1900-77

Esther
Schell

1896-1952

Christina 
Young

1896-1952

Mary 
1885-1969

John 
Reid

1871-1925                                   

Margaret 
Duncanson
1887-1931

Frank
1891-1940

James
1893-1953

George
1895-1972

Alexander
Scott

1883-1954

George
1906-c. 

1971                

1.
Helen 
Nisbet

1908-30

Wynne
1946-

Jaime
2004-

Olivia
2009-

Iain
1952-c. 

2009

2.
Jane

Findlay
1917-72

Caroline 
1908-09

Edwin
1901-84

Tam 
McGawn

1947-2004

Irene
Smith
1950-

George
1904-36

Carolina
1908-59

John 
Marshall
1904-85

John
(Iain)

1915-34

Alexander 
(Jack)
1909-?

Elizabeth 
1911-62

Janet
1913-97

Ellen
1917-?

Winifred
1924-2012

Lorna
1927-99

Marion
1927-2015

Hugh 
Maxwell 

?

Ray Wright
1910-?

Harry
Grose
1918-?

Robin
Wood

1924-2004

Al
Norelius

1922-2001

Stanley
Morgan

1927-2014

Margaret
1915-54

Kenneth
1920-30

Rita 
?

George 
1948-

Kay
1942-

Kenneth 
1952-

George
1949-

Rosemary
1947-47

Alfred 
Marsh 
?-1993

Barbara 
?

Barbara 
Johnson 
1952-

Edward
Muldowney

1935-95

See p. 142See p. 137

See p. 
149-50

No descendants Bachelor No descendants Bachelor

See p. 
151-53

See p. 154 See p. 
155-58

See p. 
159-61

See p. 
162-64

1. 
Margaret 

Smart
1880-1915

2.
Lillian

Cumming
1897-1988

Thomas
1888-1969

See final 
page of 

Family Tree 

See next page 

1.
Kathy 

Fitzpatrick
1952-

2.
Connie 

Carmichael
1953-

Kevin
1950-

Andrew
1984-

Susan
1967-

Cole
1993-

Colin
1952-

Robin
1961-

Tammy
1964-

Thomas
1962-

Christina
1963-

Donna 
Ireland
1953-

Thea
Carter
1987-

Stephen
Rigby
1967-

Brock
1996-

Carol 
Book
1958-

Cameron
1947-

See p. 
165-69

Spinster

See p. 143

No descendants See pp. 344-49 See p. 352 See pp. 
353-55

Wendy Allis
?

Barbara
Morgan
1955-

George 
1924-2017

Ersal
1912-85

Florence 
Turner 
1923-

George
Hoverocker

1907-64

1.
Alex 

Jameson
?

Stanley
1949-2013

2.
Daniel 
Jones
1981-

Laura
1952-

Steven
1977-Lynsey

1981-

Randall
1951-

George
1920-98

Majory
Walsh

1922-2006

Margaret
1934-

Beverley 
Bell

1930-92

Colin
1933-

Betti
Lou Vowel

1938-

June
1931-2013

Ted 
Davidson
1933-98

See pp. 329-33

Henry
1932-1980

Janice 
Miller
1937-

Bob
1934-2014

Nancy 
Morgan
1936-

Ed
1937-2017

Helen 
McCaughey

1938-

Janet
1876-1935      

Frank
1957-

Sally
1957-

Randall
1960-

Scott
1960-

Lynn
1958-

Cindy
1958-

Leanne
1955-

Jodi
1958-

Steven
1961-

Linda
1963-

Married;
see p. 305

Married;
see pp. 
310-12 

Married;
see p. 306

Married;
see p. 313

Married;
see p. 307

Married;
see p. 314

Married;
see pp. 
297-98

Married;
see pp. 
290-92

Married;
see pp. 
293-94

Married;
see pp. 

299-300

Married;
see pp. 
295-96

Married;
see p. 301

Married;
see pp. 
302-03

Lisa
1958-

Tim
Landis
1959-

1.
Mary
Longe 

?

2.
Leslie
Panas 

?

Duane
1959-

Astor
Borjas
1957-

Kelly
1961-

Cody
1979-

Shellby
1991-

Joshua
1982-

Chet
1993-

Hayley
1993-

Jade
2000-

Tyler
1994-

No descendants

Elizabeth 
c.1919/20-c.2015

86
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Descendants of Thomas Bain and Lillian Cumming

Thomas 
Bain

1888-1969

Lillian
Cumming
1897-1988

1.
Vivian 
Neville

?

1.
Hugh 

O’Handley
1922-1957

2.
Art

Piepenbrink
1922-99

1.
Viola

Lundgren
1930-2004

3.
Christine 
Wilson

?

Edwin
1921-2014

William
1923-1960

Florence
1928-98

Lillian
1931-2007

Ronald
1927-90

Nellie
Robbie

1917-67

Allan
1919-78

?

Ellen
1922-2006

June
Hollingdale
1924-2018

Nelly
Martin

1920-60

Stanley
Moore

1927-96

Pierre
Van de 
Putte

1931-2005

2.
Edna
Smith

1928-2016

No descendants

Married;
see p. 232

Married;
see p. 233

Married;
see pp. 
234-36

Married;
see pp. 
237-38

Married;
see pp. 
255-60

Married;
see pp. 
264-66

BachelorAllan
1946-

Mark
1953-2018

Valerie
?

Katharyn
1955-

David
1951-

1.
Norman

Hallsworth
1949-?

1.
Wayne
Senft

?

2.
Jim

Langeman
1950-2012

2.
Robert
Leclaire
1945-94

3.
Brian
Ells

1957-

Willa
1956-60

1.
Norman

Deininger
1947-

Sandra
1953-

Nancy
1957-

Lynda
1958-

Susan
1958-60

Lillian
1948-

Robert
Siler

1966-

Tyler
1975-

Ryan
1991-

Danielle
1992-

Gregory
1990-

Rich
Conway

1981-2017

Nicole
1987-

Eric
Lavergne

1982-

Jessica
1983-

Ana
1993-

Andrew
1990-

Christine
Talamentes

1987-

Daniel
1987-

Brian
1978-

2.
Ariel 

Hsen-Yi
1978-

Robert
1968-

Yvonne
1960-

Kathleen
1957-

Janice
1955-

Lawrence
Kahut
1957-

Tow
Hank
Yee

1951-

Ralph
1959-

Cindy
Belinski
1960-

2.
Mark
Wood
1947-

Ian
1918-97

Russell
1925-2006

Therese
1969-

1.
Elvie
Basit
1975-

Nolan
1997-

Tyson
2006-

Micah
2015-

Nicolas
2011-

Gianna
2018-

Brody
2014-

Torin
2008-

Tessa
2015- 

2.+4.
Edna 

Colebank
1929-2016

No descendants No descendants

No descendants

No 
descendants

Bachelor

88
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 i
n

 S
ec

ti
o

n
 5

. 

T
h

e 
C

en
su

s o
f M

an
ito

ba
, S

as
ka

tc
he

w
an

 a
nd

 A
lb

er
ta

 1
9

2
6

 r
ec

o
rd

s 
T

o
m

 a
n

d
 L

il
li

an
 B

ai
n

 a
n

d
 e

ig
h

t 
o

f 
th

ei
r 

ch
il

d
re

n
 (

G
eo

rg
e,

 M
ar

g
ar

et
, 
Ia

n
, 
A

ll
an

, 
E

d
w

in
,

E
ll

en
, 

W
il

li
am

, 
an

d
 R

u
ss

el
l)

 a
s 

li
v

in
g

 a
t 

6
8

6
 V

er
n

o
n

 R
o

ad
, 

in
 t

h
e 

m
u
n

ic
ip

al
it

y
 o

f 
S

t 
Ja

m
es

 R
u

ra
l.

  

W
h

en
 E

ll
en

 B
ai

n
 d

ie
d

, 
h

er
 d

au
g

h
te

r 
L

il
li

an
 (

1
.3

.3
.4

.6
.1

) 
fo

u
n
d

 t
h

e 
fo

ll
o

w
in

g
 n

o
te

, 
w

h
ic

h
 h

ad
 b

ee
n

 t
y
p

ed
 i

n
 c

ap
it

al
s 

fr
o

m
 a

 h
an

d
-w

ri
tt

en
 n

o
te

, 
am

o
n
g

 h
er

 
m

o
th

er
’s

 p
ap

er
s.

 

R
E

C
O

L
L

E
C

T
IO

N
S

 O
F

 6
8

6
 V

E
R

N
O

N
 R

O
A

D
 

It
 w

as
 b

u
il

t 
b

y
 m

y
 D

ad
 a

n
d
 G

ra
m

p
a 

C
u

m
m

in
g
 (

M
o

m
’s

 D
ad

).
 I

t 
n

ev
er

 h
ad

 a
 c

o
at

 o
f 

p
ai

n
t 

–
 i

t 
w

as
 s

o
 w

ea
th

er
ed

 i
t 

lo
o

k
ed

 s
il

v
er

 g
re

y
. 

T
h

e 
g
ro

u
n

d
 

fl
o

o
r 

co
n

si
st

ed
 o

f 
a 

la
rg

e 
k

it
ch

en
 w

it
h

 a
 p

an
tr

y
 o

ff
 a

n
d

 a
 b

at
h

ro
o

m
 n

ex
t 

d
o
o

r.
 T

h
e 

p
an

tr
y

 h
ad

 a
 t

ra
p

 d
o

o
r 

in
 t

h
e 

fl
o

o
r 

to
 t

h
e 

d
u

g
o
u

t 
b

el
o

w
, 

w
h

er
e 

p
o

ta
to

es
, 

v
eg

et
ab

le
s 

an
d

 f
ru

it
 w

er
e 

st
o

re
d

 f
o

r 
th

e 
w

in
te

r.
 T

h
e 

p
an

tr
y

 w
as

 o
p

en
 s

h
el

v
es

. 
T

h
e 

b
at

h
tu

b
 w

as
 a

lu
m

in
u

m
 o

r 
ti

n
 a

n
d

 t
h

e 
st

o
o

l 
h

ad
 t

o
 b

e 
em

p
ti

ed
 w

h
en

 n
ee

d
ed

. 
D

ad
 f

ix
ed

 a
 b

ig
 t

an
k
 i

n
 t

h
e 

k
it

ch
en

 c
o

rn
er

 b
y
 t

h
e 

b
at

h
ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 i

n
st

al
le

d
 p

ip
es

 (
w

at
er

) 
to

 t
h

e 
C

an
ad

a 
P

ri
d

e 
co

o
k
 s

to
v

e 
an

d
 

co
n

n
ec

te
d

 i
t 

u
p

 t
o

 t
h

e 
w

at
er

ta
n

k
. 

T
h

is
 w

as
 f

il
le

d
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
ra

in
 b

ar
re

l 
o

u
ts

id
e 

th
e 

co
rn

er
 b

y
 t

h
e 

p
an

tr
y

. 
M

o
th

er
 h

ad
 t

o
 h

ea
t 

th
e 

ir
o

n
s 

o
n

 t
o
p

 o
f 

th
e 

st
o

v
e 

b
ef

o
re

 a
n
y

 p
re

ss
in

g
 w

as
 d

o
n

e.
 A

 c
h

u
rn

 s
at

 i
n

 t
h

e 
o

p
p
o

si
te

 c
o

rn
er

 b
y

 t
h

e 
p

an
tr

y
 d

o
o
r 

an
d

 M
o

m
 s

av
ed

 t
h

e 
cr

ea
m

 w
h

en
 t

h
e 

co
w

, 
D

ai
sy

, 
w

as
 

m
il

k
ed

 b
y

 G
eo

rg
e 

an
d

 m
ad

e 
b
u

tt
er

. 
T

h
e 

b
u

tt
er

m
il

k
 l

ef
t 

w
e 

g
o

t 
as

 a
 t

re
at

. 
D

ad
 m

ad
e 

b
en

ch
es

 w
it

h
 t

w
o

 a
g

ai
n

st
 t

h
e 

w
al

l.
 D

ad
 h

ad
 a

 c
h

ai
r,

 a
ls

o
 M

u
m

, 
an

d
 I

 b
el

ie
v

e 
M

ar
g

ar
et

 d
id

 a
ls

o
, 

b
u

t 
E

d
d

y
 a

n
d
 I

 s
at

 o
n

 t
h

e 
h
u

tc
h

 t
h

at
 o

n
ce

 b
el

o
n

g
ed

 t
o

 G
ra

n
d

m
a 

C
u

m
m

in
g

. 
It

 h
ad

 a
n

 e
n
am

el
 t

ab
le

 b
as

e.
 F

o
u

r 
p

ai
ls

 
o

f 
w

at
er

 s
at

 i
n

 t
h

e 
co

rn
er

 b
es

id
e 

it
. 
A

ll
an

’s
 c

h
o

re
 w

as
 t

o
 f

il
l 

th
em

 a
t 

th
e 

p
u

m
p

 e
v

er
y
d

ay
. 
H

e 
w

as
 n

er
v

o
u

s 
in

 t
h

e 
d

ar
k

 a
n

d
 w

h
en

 h
e 

fo
rg

o
t 

o
r 

w
as

 l
at

e 
h

e 
w

o
u

ld
 p

ro
m

is
e 

th
e 

k
id

s 
a 

ri
d

e 
o

n
 t

h
e 

tw
o
-w

h
ee

le
d

 c
ar

t 
to

 a
n

d
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
p
u

m
p

. 
T

h
e 

p
ai

ls
 o

f 
w

at
er

 h
u
n

g
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
sh

af
ts

. 
T

h
is

 w
as

 u
se

d
 f

o
r 

d
ri

n
k

in
g
 

an
d

 c
o
o

k
in

g
. 

T
h

e 
fr

o
n

t 
ro

o
m

 o
ff

 t
h

e 
k

it
ch

en
 h

ad
 a

 T
o

ro
n

to
 c

o
u

ch
 a

lo
n

g
 t

h
e 

w
al

l.
 M

ar
g

ar
et

 a
n

d
 I

 s
le

p
t 

o
n

 i
t.

 T
h

e 
d

o
o

r 
to

 M
u

m
 a

n
d

 D
ad

’s
 b

ed
ro

o
m

 
w

as
 o

ff
 t

h
e 

si
d

e 
–

 n
ex

t 
to

 t
h

e 
d

o
o

rw
ay

 a
 r

o
u

n
d

 p
o

t-
b

el
li

ed
 s

to
v

e 
st

o
o

d
 w

it
h

 a
 p

o
t 

o
f 

w
at

er
 o

n
 t

o
p

. 
T

h
e 

st
o

v
e 

p
ip

es
 w

en
t 

u
p

 t
h

ro
u
g

h
 t

h
e 

ro
o

f 
an

d
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 t

h
e 

b
o

y
s 

fi
rs

t 
b

ed
ro

o
m

 a
n

d
 o

u
t 

th
e 

ro
o

f.
 N

ex
t 

to
 t

h
e 

st
o

v
e 

w
as

 t
h

e 
d

o
o

rw
ay

 i
n

to
 a

 s
m

al
l 

b
ed

ro
o

m
 a

n
d

 t
h

e 
st

ai
rs

 w
en

t 
u

p
 f

ro
m

 i
t.

 T
h

e 
b

o
y

s 
sl

ep
t 

3
 i

n
 a

 b
ed

; 
tw

o
 a

t 
th

e 
to

p
 a

n
d
 o

n
e 

at
 t

h
e 

b
o
tt

o
m

. 
G

eo
rg

e,
 B

il
ly

 a
n
d
 R

u
ss

 i
n
 2

nd
 b

ed
ro

o
m

; 
Ia

n
, 

A
ll

an
 a

n
d

 E
d

d
y

 i
n

 t
h

e 
1

st
, 

an
d
 R

o
n
 i

n
 

th
e 

cr
ib

. 
L

at
er

, 
R

o
n

 s
le

p
t 

w
it

h
 M

ar
g

 &
 m

e 
an

d
 F

lo
 i

n
 t

h
e 

cr
ib

. 
W

h
en

 L
il

l 
ca

m
e 

al
o

n
g

 s
h

e 
sl

ep
t 

in
 t

h
e 

ca
rr

ia
g

e.
 O

n
 t

h
e 

fa
r 

w
al

l 
o

f 
th

e 
fr

o
n

t 
ro

o
m

 
w

as
 a

 b
ig

 p
ic

tu
re

 o
f 

P
in

k
y

 a
n

d
 a

n
o

th
er

 o
f 

a 
y

o
u

n
g

 b
lo

n
d

e 
cu

rl
y

 h
ai

re
d

 b
o

y
 s

it
ti

n
g

 b
lo

w
in

g
 b

u
b

b
le

s.
 W

e 
u

se
d

 t
o

 s
ay

 i
t 

w
as

 B
il

ly
 o

n
 a

cc
o

u
n

t 
o

f 
th

e 
b

lo
n

d
e 

cu
rl

y
 h

ai
r.

 T
h

ey
 w

er
e 

le
ft

 o
n

 t
h

e 
w

al
l 

w
h

en
 w

e 
m

o
v

ed
 t

o
 W

es
to

n
. 

D
ad

 h
ad

 a
 S

p
ar

ta
n

 [s
ic

] r
ad

io
 c

o
n

so
le

 (
se

e 
p

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
 i

n
 S

ec
ti

o
n

 5
) 

an
d

 
w

e 
u

se
d

 t
o

 w
ai

t 
fo

r 
h

im
 t

o
 t

u
rn

 i
t 

o
n

 t
o

 l
is

te
n

 t
o

 A
m

o
s 

an
d

 A
n

d
y

 a
n

d
 L

u
lu

b
el

le
 a

n
d

 S
k

y
la

n
d

 S
co

tt
y

 o
n

 S
at

u
rd

ay
 n

ig
h

ts
. 

M
o

m
 l

is
te

n
ed

 t
o

 M
a 

P
er

k
in

s.
 W

e 
k

id
s 

w
er

en
’t

 a
ll

o
w

ed
 t

o
 t

o
u

ch
 i

t.
 T

h
e 

li
b

ra
ry

 t
ab

le
 w

as
 i

n
 f

ro
n

t 
o

f 
th

e 
w

in
d

o
w

 a
n

d
 M

u
m

 h
ad

 h
er

 p
la

n
ts

 o
n

 i
t.

 H
er

 m
o

th
er

’s
 o

ld
 t

re
ad

le
 

se
w

in
g

 m
ac

h
in

e 
w

as
 b

es
id

e 
th

e 
h

ea
te

r.
 M

ar
g

 g
o

t 
it

 w
h

en
 w

e 
m

o
v

ed
 t

o
 B

C
. 

T
h

er
e 

w
er

e 
co

al
 o

il
 l

am
p

s 
o

n
 t

h
e 

w
al

ls
 a

n
d

 a
 s

ta
n

d
in

g
 o

n
e 

o
n

 t
h

e 
k

it
ch

en
 t

ab
le

 b
ef

o
re

 w
e 

g
o

t 
el

ec
tr

ic
it

y
. 

D
ad

 h
ad

 t
o

 p
ay

 $
5

0
 a

 p
o

le
 p

lu
s 

w
ir

in
g

 t
o

 h
av

e 
it

 c
o

n
n

ec
te

d
 t

o
 W

h
it

ew
o

ld
 p

o
w

er
 p

o
le

s.
 

In
 1

9
3

3
, 

w
h

en
 E

ll
en

 w
as

 e
le

v
en

, 
th

e 
fa

m
il

y
 s

o
ld

 6
8
6

 V
er

n
o
n

 R
o

ad
 f

o
r 

ab
o

u
t 

$
5

0
0

 a
n

d
 m

o
v

ed
 t

o
 a

 r
en

te
d

 h
o

u
se

, 
1

5
3

9
 A

le
x

an
d

er
 A

v
en

u
e,

 a
n
d

 i
n

 1
9
3

9
-

4
0

 t
o
 a

n
o

th
er

 r
en

te
d
 h

o
u

se
, 

1
5

6
2

 A
le

x
an

d
er

 A
v

en
u

e.
 I

n
 1

9
4

2
-4

3
 t

h
ey

 b
o

u
g
h

t 
an

d
 m

o
v

ed
 t

o
 3

0
0
 M

il
to

n
 S

tr
ee

t.
 T

o
m

 m
o

v
ed

 f
ro

m
 V

er
n
o

n
 R

o
ad

 t
o
 t

h
e 

ad
d

re
ss

es
 a

b
o

v
e 

b
ec

au
se

 t
h

ey
 a

re
 a

ll
 v

er
y

 c
lo

se
 t

o
 t

h
e 

C
P

R
’s

 W
es

to
n

 S
h

o
p

s 
w

h
er

e 
h

e 
an

d
, 
b

y
 1

9
3

1
, 
h

is
 s

o
n

 G
eo

rg
e 

w
o

rk
ed

. 
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1
7
7
 

H
e 

d
id

 n
o

t 
li

k
e 

th
e 

co
ld

 w
in

te
rs

 i
n

 W
in

n
ip

eg
 a

n
d
 f

o
r 

m
an

y
 y

ea
rs

 s
p

o
k

e 
o

f 
le

av
in

g
 t

h
e 

C
P

R
 a

n
d
 m

o
v

in
g

 t
o

 V
an

co
u

v
er

 “
to

 e
n

jo
y
 l

if
e”

. 
In

 1
9

4
3

 h
e 

d
id

 s
o

. 
H

e 
w

en
t 

ah
ea

d
 o

f 
h

is
 w

if
e 

an
d

 f
am

il
y

 a
n

d
, 

w
h

en
 s

et
tl

ed
, 

se
n

t 
fo

r 
th

em
; 

ev
en

tu
al

ly
 a

ll
 h

is
 c

h
il

d
re

n
 e

x
ce

p
t 

G
eo

rg
e 

fo
ll

o
w

ed
 h

im
 t

o
 V

an
co

u
v

er
. 

M
ar

g
ar

et
 

an
d

 h
er

 f
am

il
y

 w
er

e 
th

e 
la

st
 t

o
 d

o
 s

o
, 

m
o

v
in

g
 t

o
 V

an
co

u
v

er
 i

n
 1

9
5
6

. 

In
 V

an
co

u
v

er
 h

e 
w

o
rk

ed
 a

s 
a 

b
o

il
er

m
ak

er
 a

t 
th

e 
B

u
rr

ar
d

 S
h

ip
y

ar
d

s.
 T

h
er

e,
 a

s 
in

 W
in

n
ip

eg
, 

h
e 

w
as

 i
n

v
o

lv
ed

 i
n

 t
h

e 
la

b
o

u
r 

m
o

v
em

en
t,

 b
ei

n
g

 a
n

 a
ct

iv
e 

m
em

b
er

 o
f 

th
e 

M
ar

in
e 

an
d

 B
o

il
er

m
ak

er
s 

U
n

io
n

 a
n
d

 a
 s

u
p

p
o

rt
er

 o
f 

th
e 

C
o

m
m

u
n

is
t 

P
ar

ty
. 

In
 1

9
4
8

 h
e 

re
ti

re
d

 a
t 

ag
e 

6
0

. 
H

e 
cl

ai
m

ed
 t

h
at

 h
e 

h
ad

 w
o

rk
ed

 
lo

n
g

 e
n
o

u
g
h

 “
to

 s
u
p

p
o
rt

 t
h

e 
sy

st
em

 a
n

d
 n

o
w

 t
h

e 
sy

st
em

 c
an

 s
u

p
p

o
rt

 m
e”

. 
H

is
 e

ar
ly

 r
et

ir
em

en
t 

w
as

 a
ls

o
 p

ro
m

p
te

d
 b

y
 a

 b
ro

k
en

 l
eg

 h
e 

su
st

ai
n

ed
 a

t 
w

o
rk

 a
 

y
ea

r 
o
r 

tw
o
 b

ef
o
re

. 
H

e 
li

v
ed

 a
t 

1
6

4
2

 W
o

o
d

la
n

d
 D

ri
v

e,
 V

an
co

u
v

er
 f

ro
m

 1
9

4
3
 t

o
 1

9
4

9
, 

at
 1

5
1

7
 P

ar
k

er
 S

tr
ee

t,
 V

an
co

u
v

er
 f

ro
m

 1
9

4
9

 t
o
 1

9
6

4
, 

an
d
 a

t 
4

0
4
4
 

P
an

d
o

ra
 S

tr
ee

t,
 N

o
rt

h
 B

u
rn

ab
y

 f
ro

m
 J

u
ly

 1
9

6
4

 u
n

ti
l 

h
e 

d
ie

d
 i

n
 1

9
6
9

. 

H
e 

h
ad

 a
 c

o
ll

ec
ti

o
n

 o
f 

b
o

o
k

s 
th

at
 m

y
 c

o
u

si
n

 J
an

ic
e 

Y
ee

 (
1

.3
.3

.4
.1

1
.1

) 
an

d
 I

 c
an

 r
em

em
b

er
 h

im
 r

ea
d

in
g

 a
t 

h
is

 h
o

m
es

 o
n

 P
ar

k
er

 a
n
d

 P
an

d
o
ra

 S
tr

ee
ts

. 
T

h
ey

 
in

cl
u

d
ed

 s
ev

er
al

 w
o

rk
s 

b
y

 M
ar

x
, 

E
n

g
el

s,
 a

n
d

 L
en

in
, 

an
d

 t
w

o
 s

et
s 

o
f 

si
x

 v
in

ta
g

e 
n
o

v
el

s,
 p

u
b

li
sh

ed
 b

y
 C

o
ll

ie
rs

 i
n

 t
h

e 
1

9
3

0
s 

–
 b

y
 S

in
cl

ai
r 

L
ew

is
: 

M
ai

n 
St

re
et

, I
t C

an
’t 

H
ap

pe
n 

H
er

e,
 B
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h
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re
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h
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h
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h
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at
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b
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h
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n
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h
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h
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 t
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. 

A
p

ar
t 

fr
o

m
 a

 f
ew

 m
o

n
th

s 
in

 F
o

rt
 W

il
li

am
, 

O
n

ta
ri

o
, 

h
e 

sp
en

t 
h

is
 e

n
ti

re
 r

ai
lw

ay
 c

ar
ee

r 
at

 W
es

to
n

 S
h

o
p

s,
 

b
ec

o
m

in
g
 a

 l
ea

d
 h

an
d

 a
n

d
 u

lt
im

at
el

y
 a

 f
o

re
m

an
. 
 

W
h

en
 h

e 
co

m
p

le
te

d
 h
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 O
u

r 
st

u
d

en
ts

 w
er

e 
lo

n
g

-t
er

m
 u

n
em

p
lo

y
ed

 w
h
o

 h
ad

 h
ad

 m
is

er
ab

le
 e

d
u

ca
ti

o
n

al
 e

x
p
er

ie
n

ce
s 

an
d

 w
h
o

 s
aw

 t
h

em
se

lv
es

 a
s 

to
ta

l 
fa

il
u

re
s.

 C
ar

o
l 

u
se

d
 t

o
 r

ec
ru

it
 t

h
em

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e 

Jo
b

 C
en

tr
e,

 a
n

d
 w

it
h
 o

v
er

w
h

el
m

in
g

 c
o
m

m
it

m
en

t 
an

d
 d

et
er

m
in

at
io

n
, 

p
u

ll
ed

 t
h

em
 u

p
 b

y
 t

h
ei

r 
b

o
o

ts
tr

ap
s,

 a
n

d
 b

y
 s

h
ee

r 
fo

rc
e 

o
f 

w
il

l 
m

ad
e 

m
o

st
 o

f 
th

em
 s

u
cc

ee
d

. 
A

n
d
, 

b
y

 h
ea

v
en

, 
th

ey
 d

id
. 

E
v

er
y

 y
ea

r,
 t

h
re

e 
o
r 

fo
u
r 

o
f 

th
e 

te
n

 o
r 

so
 s

tu
d

en
ts

 w
o

u
ld

 m
o

v
e 

o
n
 t

o
 p

re
-

u
n

iv
er

si
ty

 c
o
u

rs
es

 a
n

d
 t

h
en

 g
o

 t
h

ro
u

g
h
 t

o
 u

n
iv

er
si

ty
; 

th
e 

o
th

er
s 

g
en

er
al

ly
 w

en
t 

o
n

 t
o
 v

o
ca

ti
o

n
al

 c
o

u
rs

es
. 

O
n

ce
 w

it
h

 C
ar

o
l,

 a
 s

tu
d

en
t 

v
er

y
 r

ar
el

y
 

fa
il

ed
. 

W
h

at
’s

 m
o

re
, 

sh
e 

d
ef

en
d

ed
 h

er
 s

tu
d

en
ts

 a
s 

a 
li

o
n

es
s 

d
o

es
 h

er
 c

u
b

s.
 S

h
e 

w
as

 c
ap

ab
le

 o
f 

a 
v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f 
n

ef
ar

io
u

s 
p
ra

ct
ic

es
 i

n
 t

h
e 

in
te

re
st

 o
f 

k
ee

p
in

g
 t

h
e 

co
u
rs

e 
ru

n
n

in
g

, 
an

d
 i

n
 g

iv
in

g
 t

h
e 

m
o

st
 d

ep
ri

v
ed

 s
tu

d
en

ts
 i

n
 t

h
e 

C
o

ll
eg

e 
a 

se
co

n
d

 c
h

an
ce

. 
T

h
e 

co
u

rs
e 

co
ll

ap
se

d
 t

w
o

 y
ea

rs
 a

ft
er

 s
h

e 
re

ti
re

d
. 

W
it

h
o

u
t 

h
er

, 
it

 w
o

u
ld

 n
ev

er
 h

av
e 

ex
is

te
d

; 
it

 w
as

 t
h

e 
m

o
st

 w
o

rt
h

w
h

il
e 

te
ac

h
in

g
 o

f 
m

y
 c

ar
ee

r.
 Y

ou
r 

m
ot

he
r 

tr
an

sf
or

m
ed

 li
ve

s. 
Sh

e 
ga

ve
 

pe
op

le
 w

ith
 v

ir
tu

al
ly

 n
o 

se
lf-

es
te

em
 a

 c
ha

nc
e 

to
 p

ro
ve

 to
 th

em
se

lv
es

 th
at

 th
ey

 w
er

e 
no

t s
tu

pi
d 

an
d 

w
ith

ou
t h

op
e.

 S
he

 e
m

po
w

er
ed

 th
em

 in
 

th
e 

tr
ue

st
 se

ns
e 

of
 th

at
 w

or
d.

 Y
ou

 h
av

e 
gr

ea
t r

ea
so

n 
to

 b
e 

pr
ou

d 
of

 h
er

. I
 w

as
 c

er
ta

in
ly

 p
ro

ud
 to

 b
e 

on
e 

of
 h

er
 te

am
.”

 
 

 
 

 
 

[K
] 

N
o

w
, 

as
 I

 w
o

rk
 w

it
h

 p
o

o
r 

an
d

 d
is

em
p

o
w

er
ed

 c
o

m
m

u
n

it
ie

s 
ar

o
u

n
d
 t

h
e 

w
o

rl
d

, 
I 

re
ca

ll
 h

o
w

 I
 e

n
d

ed
 u

p
 w

o
rk

in
g

 i
n

 s
u
ch

 f
ar

-f
lu

n
g
 p

la
ce

s.
 I

 w
as

 
si

tt
in

g
 a

t 
th

e 
b

ig
 w

h
it

e 
k

it
ch

en
 t
ab

le
 a

t 
N

o
rt

h
u

m
b

er
la

n
d

 R
o

ad
, a

g
ed

 a
b

o
u

t 
fi

v
e,

 l
is

te
n

in
g

 w
it

h
 M

u
m

 t
o

 W
om

an
’s

 H
ou

r o
n

 t
h

e 
ra

d
io

. T
h

er
e 

w
as

 a
 p

ro
g
ra

m
m

e 
o

n
 m

is
si

o
n

ar
ie

s 
w

o
rk

in
g
 w

it
h

 p
o

o
r 

co
m

m
u

n
it

ie
s 

in
 L

at
in

 A
m

er
ic

a.
 W

h
en

 i
t 

en
d

ed
, 
I 

an
n

o
u

n
ce

d
 t

o
 M

u
m

 t
h

at
 I

 w
an

te
d
 t

o
 b

e 
li

k
e 

th
em

. 
U

n
fo

rt
u
n

at
el

y
, 
m

y
 

w
il

d
 t

ee
n

ag
e 

y
ea

rs
 r

u
le

d
 o

u
t 

th
e 

p
o

ss
ib

il
it

y
 o

f 
m

y
 b

ec
o
m

in
g

 a
 m

is
si

on
ar

y,
 b

u
t 

I 
st

il
l 

m
an

ag
ed

 t
o
 f

in
d
 a

 v
o

ca
ti

o
n
 r

ef
le

ct
in

g
 t

h
e 

v
al

u
es

 o
f 

so
ci

al
 j

u
st

ic
e,

 
eq

u
al

it
y

, 
an

d
 e

m
p
o

w
er

m
en

t 
w

h
ic

h
 M

u
m

 i
n

st
il

le
d

 i
n

 u
s.

 S
h

e 
w

as
 t

h
e 

b
es

t 
ro

le
 m

o
d

el
 a

n
d

 f
ri

en
d

 a
 d

au
g

h
te

r 
co

u
ld

 e
v

er
 h

av
e.

 
  

 
 

 
[D

] 
F

o
r 

m
y

 p
ar

t,
 I

 e
x
p

er
ie

n
ce

d
 M

u
m

’s
 t
ea

ch
in

g
 f

ir
st

-h
an

d
. I

 h
ad

 a
 s

lo
w

 s
ta

rt
 a

t 
sc

h
o

o
l,

 s
lo

w
 e

n
o

u
g

h
 f

o
r 

a 
te

ac
h

er
 t
o

 f
re

q
u

en
tl

y
 r

ef
er

 t
o

 m
e 

as
 “

S
n

ai
l”

. 
B

u
t 

M
u

m
 s

to
o

d
 b

y
 m

e,
 e

n
co

u
ra

g
ed

 m
e,

 t
al

k
ed

 a
n
d

 l
au

g
h

ed
 w

it
h

 m
e 

as
 i

f 
I 

w
er

e 
a 

m
in

ia
tu

re
 a

d
u

lt
; 

an
d

 s
h

e 
ta

u
g

h
t 

m
e 

to
 r

ea
d
. 

W
h

en
 I

 b
ec

am
e 

le
ss

 
m

in
ia

tu
re

, 
o
u

r 
co

n
v

er
sa

ti
o

n
s 

d
ev

el
o

p
ed

 t
o

 t
h

e 
p

o
in

t 
w

h
er

e,
 o

v
er

 t
h

e 
la

st
 t
h

re
e 

y
ea

rs
, 
w

e 
sp

en
t 
m

an
y
 l
u

n
ch

 t
im

es
 d

is
cu

ss
in

g
 m

y
 D

P
h

il
 t
h

es
is

 i
n

 p
h

il
o

so
p
h
y

. 
M

u
m

 l
o

v
ed

 i
d

ea
s,

 a
n

d
 t

o
 c

h
al

le
n

g
e 

m
in

e,
 a

n
d

 t
o
 a

rg
u

e 
w

it
h
 m

e.
 A

 m
o

n
th

 b
ef

o
re

 h
er

 d
ea

th
, 
I 

o
b

ta
in

ed
 m

y
 D

P
h

il
 f

ro
m

 O
x
fo

rd
. 
T

h
is

 p
ar

ti
cu

la
r 

sn
ai

l 
co

u
ld

 
n

ev
er

 h
av

e 
ac

h
ie

v
ed

 t
h

at
 w

it
h
o

u
t 

a 
m

o
th

er
 w

h
o
 w

as
 s

o
 m

u
ch

 f
u

n
 t

o
 t

al
k

 t
o

, 
an

d
 w

h
o

se
 l

o
v
e 

an
d

 s
u

p
p

o
rt

 w
er

e 
ab

so
lu

te
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[K
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F
ro

m
 1

9
8

0
-8

2
, 

M
u

m
 b

ec
am

e 
a 

p
ar

t-
ti

m
e 

st
u

d
en

t 
h

er
se

lf
, 

st
u

d
y

in
g

 f
o

r 
a 

ce
rt

if
ic

at
e 

in
 e

d
u

ca
ti

o
n

. 
S

h
e 

w
as

 t
ip

p
ed

 f
o
r 

a 
d

is
ti

n
ct

io
n

, 
so

 a
 c

la
ss

 s
h

e 
w

as
 t

ea
ch

in
g

 r
ec

ei
v

ed
 a

 s
u

rp
ri

se
 i

n
sp

ec
ti

o
n

 o
n

, 
sh

al
l 

w
e 

sa
y

, 
a 

m
o

rn
in

g
-a

ft
er

-t
h

e-
n

ig
h

t-
b
ef

o
re

. 
M

u
m

 w
as

 t
h

e 
w

o
rs

e 
fo

r 
w

ea
r;

 s
h

e 
m

ad
e 

a 
n

u
m

b
er

 o
f 

sp
el

li
n

g
 m

is
ta

k
es

 o
n

 t
h

e 
b
o

ar
d

 a
s 

th
e 

in
sp

ec
to

r 
w

at
ch

ed
 (

so
m

et
h

in
g

 t
h

at
 w

o
u

ld
 n

o
rm

al
ly

 h
av

e 
ap

p
al

le
d

 h
er

);
 a

n
d

 l
at

er
 s

h
e 

re
m

em
b

er
ed

 l
it

tl
e 

o
f 

th
e 

ex
p

er
ie

n
ce

. 
It

 i
s 

a 
te

st
am

en
t 

to
 h

er
 i

n
te

ll
ig

en
ce

 a
n

d
 t

o
 t

h
e 

q
u
al

it
y

 o
f 

h
er

 w
o

rk
 t

h
at

 t
h

is
 m

in
o

r 
d

is
as

te
r 

w
as

 n
o

t 
su

ff
ic

ie
n

t 
to

 p
re

v
en

t 
h

er
 f

ro
m

 g
et

ti
n

g
 o

n
e 

o
f 

o
n

ly
 t

w
o

 d
is

ti
n

ct
io

n
s 

aw
ar

d
ed

 o
n

 t
h

at
 c

o
u

rs
e.

 
  

 
 

 
[D

] 
In

 1
9

8
5

, 
M

u
m

 a
n

d
 D

ad
 s

ep
ar

at
ed

; 
tw

o
 y

ea
rs

 l
at

er
 s

h
e 

m
o

v
ed

 i
n

to
 t

h
e 

H
ay

lo
ft

. 
A

n
d

 s
o

 o
p

en
ed

 a
 n

ew
 e

ra
. 
O

f 
w

h
at

 h
ad

 s
ee

m
ed

 a
n

 u
n

re
m

ar
k

ab
le

 
h

o
u

se
, 

sh
e 

ag
ai

n
 m

ad
e 

a 
lo

v
el

y
 h

o
u

se
. 

T
o

 h
er

 f
ri

en
d

s,
 a

s 
o

n
e 

o
f 

th
em

 p
u

t 
it

, 
sh

e 
w

as
 a

 “
st

y
le

 g
u

ru
”;

 i
n

 K
at

h
y
’s

 w
o

rd
s,

 s
h

e 
w

as
 a

 “
ta

st
e 

fa
sc

is
t”

. 
O

n
 a

 
li

m
it

ed
 b

u
d

g
et

, 
sh

e 
lo

v
ed

 t
o

 f
u
rn

is
h

, 
d

ec
o
ra

te
, 
an

d
 i

m
p

ro
v

e 
th

e 
h

o
u

se
, 
im

p
re

ss
in

g
 o

n
 i

t 
h

er
 v

er
y

 o
w

n
 s

ta
m

p
. 
S

h
e 

tr
an

sf
o

rm
ed

 t
h

e 
g

ar
d

en
, 
an

d
 s

p
en

t 
m

an
y

 
h

ap
p

y
 h

o
u

rs
 p

o
tt

er
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t 

o
u

t 
th

er
e,

 t
al

k
in

g
 t

o
 i

ts
 m

an
y

 t
w

it
te

ri
n

g
 b

ir
d

s.
 T

h
e 

H
ay

lo
ft

 w
as

 m
u

m
 t

h
ro

u
g

h
-a

n
d
-t

h
ro

u
g

h
. 
It

 w
as

 m
o

d
es

t,
 b

u
t 

al
w

ay
s 

w
ar

m
 

an
d

 w
el

co
m

in
g

 t
o

 e
v

er
y

b
o
d

y
. 
K

at
h

y
’s

 a
n

d
 m

y
 u

n
iv

er
si

ty
 f

ri
en

d
s 

sp
en

t 
m

an
y

 h
ap

p
y

 t
im

es
 t

h
er

e,
 l

au
g
h

in
g

, 
d

ri
n

k
in

g
, 
an

d
 e

at
in

g
 M

u
m

’s
 a

m
az

in
g

 c
o

o
k

in
g
. 

W
ha

t w
ill

 su
rv

iv
e 

of
 h

er
 is

 lo
ve

. 
  

 
 

 
[K

] 
W

h
en

 I
 w

as
 b

ac
k
 i

n
 E

n
g

la
n

d
 f

o
r 

m
y
 g

ra
d
u

at
e 

st
u

d
ie

s,
 M

u
m

 e
n

co
u

ra
g

ed
 m

e 
to

 i
n

v
it

e 
m

y
 s

tu
d

en
t 

fr
ie

n
d

s 
fr

o
m

 A
fr

ic
a,

 I
n

d
ia

, 
P

er
u

, 
an

d
 C

h
in

a 
h

o
m

e 
to

 t
h

e 
li

tt
le

 H
ay

lo
ft

 f
o

r 
C

h
ri

st
m

as
. 

S
h

e 
w

as
 t

h
e 

p
er

fe
ct

 h
o

st
es

s,
 c

o
o

k
in

g
 t

ra
d

it
io

n
al

 d
is

h
es

 f
o

r 
th

em
, 
ch

au
ff

eu
ri

n
g

 t
h

em
 a

ro
u

n
d
 t

h
e 

lo
ca

l 
si

g
h

ts
, 

an
d
 

d
ri

n
k

in
g

 S
co

tc
h

 w
it

h
 t

h
em

 u
n

ti
l 

th
e 

ea
rl

y
 h

o
u

rs
, 

li
st

en
in

g
 t

o
 t

h
ei

r 
st

o
ri

es
 f

ro
m

 t
h

ei
r 

h
o

m
el

an
d

s.
 M

u
m

 w
as

n
’t

 m
er

el
y

 in
te

re
st

in
g;

 s
h

e 
w

as
 in

te
re

st
ed

. 
S

h
e 

w
as

 a
b

so
lu

te
ly

 f
as

ci
n

at
ed

 b
y

 p
eo

p
le

, 
an

d
 l

o
v

ed
 t

o
 l

is
te

n
 t

o
 t

h
ei

r 
st

o
ri

es
, 

an
d

 t
o

 f
in

d
 o

u
t 

ab
o
u

t 
th

ei
r 

li
v

es
. 
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[D
]

O
n

e 
th

in
g

 t
h

at
 m

ak
es

 M
u
m

’s
 d

ea
th

 s
o

 h
ar

d
 i

s 
th

at
 s

h
e 

d
ie

d
 y

o
u

n
g

. 
B

u
t,

 r
ea

ll
y

, 
ev

en
 i

f 
sh

e 
h

ad
 d

ie
d

 a
t 

8
0

 o
r 

9
0

, 
sh

e 
w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e 

d
ie

d
 y

o
u

n
g
. 
S

h
e

w
as

, 
in

 o
u

tl
o

o
k

 a
n

d
 t

em
p

er
am

en
t,

 a
lw

ay
s 

y
o

u
th

fu
l.

 T
h

ro
u

g
h
o

u
t 

o
u

r 
sc

h
o

o
l 

an
d

 u
n

iv
er

si
ty

 y
ea

rs
, 

sh
e 

ad
o

re
d

 o
u
r 

fr
ie

n
d

s,
 a

n
d

 t
h

ey
 a

d
o
re

d
 h

er
 –

 f
in

d
in

g
 

h
er

 n
o

t 
o

n
ly

 w
ar

m
 a

n
d

 h
o

sp
it

ab
le

, 
b

u
t 

al
so

 r
ef

re
sh

in
g

ly
 t

o
le

ra
n

t,
 i

n
te

ll
ig

en
t,

 f
u

n
n

y
, 

an
d

 i
rr

ev
er

en
t.

 A
 f

ri
en

d
 w

h
o

 t
o

u
re

d
 E

u
ro

p
e 

w
it

h
 m

e 
re

ca
ll

s 
h

o
w

, 
w

h
en

 w
e 

re
tu

rn
ed

 t
o
 t

h
e 

H
ay

lo
ft

 a
ft

er
 o

u
r 

tr
av

el
s,

 M
u

m
 h

ad
 e

n
th

u
si

as
ti

ca
ll

y
 i

n
si

st
ed

 t
h

at
 w

e 
si

t 
d

o
w

n
 w

it
h

 t
h

e 
m

ap
 a

n
d
 t

ak
e 

h
er

 t
h

ro
u

g
h

 e
ac

h
 s

ta
g

e 
o
f 

th
e 

jo
u
rn

ey
, 

te
ll

in
g
 h

er
 a

ll
 t

h
e 

g
o

ry
 d

et
ai

ls
. 

T
h

er
e’

s 
to

 b
e 

n
o

 e
d

it
in

g
, 

sh
e 

sa
id

, 
an

d
 t

h
er

e 
w

as
n

’t
: 

in
d

ee
d

, 
w

it
h

 M
u
m

, 
y

o
u

 a
lm

o
st

 f
el

t 
as

 i
f 

y
o
u

 o
u

g
h

t 
to

 
m

ak
e 

y
o

u
r 

st
o

ri
es

 m
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h
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 c
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 b
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George Bain (1855-1920), 1.3.3 George and Caroline Bain (née Bowie), 1.3.3 and 1.3.3a; 52 
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William Bain, 1.3.3.2
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George Bain
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Vancouver Sun

Frank Bain, 1.3.3.5
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George, Tina, and George Bain, 1.3.3.7, 1.3.3.7a,  and 1.3.3.7.1

George Bain, 1.3.3.7
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The S.S. Pretorian

The S.S. Grampian
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Introduction 
 

A simple, painless commercial ancestral Y chromosome DNA test can potentially provide a person with 
the names of many hundreds of individuals with whom they share a common male ancestor. But this 
test often raises the question of how can one match many individuals with different surnames. The 
answer is quite simple. Approximately one thousand years ago, it would have been commonplace for 
an individual’s direct medieval male ancestor – in this instance, the first to call himself “Bain” – to live 
near relations who assumed different surnames such as, in this case, Ferguson, Crawford and Meek. 
Given that around one thousand years have passed since paternally inherited surnames became 
common, there will be many descendants of those individuals, a significant number of whom are likely 
to have undergone commercial ancestral Y-DNA testing. When that occurs, the surnames of a person’s 
medieval ancestor’s relatives and neighbours will be revealed in today’s Y-DNA test results. 

Early 19th century census data demonstrate that Scottish surnames were found concentrated in the 
areas from which they originated. Census data can therefore be used to determine the origin of the 
surnames that appear in Y-DNA results, and so reveal one’s Paternal Ancestral Genetic Homeland. 
The genetic homeland is the small area (usually within a five-mile radius) where one’s ancestors lived 
for hundreds, if not thousands, of years. It is the area where an individual’s ancestor first inherited his 
surname, where he was surrounded by relatives who inherited others, and where they left their mark 
in the region’s placenames, history, and in the DNA of its current inhabitants. Modern science can 
confirm a person’s paternal ancestral genetic homeland through DNA-testing individuals1 from the 
pinpointed area.  

The following points of caution must, however, be borne in mind: 

1. Genealogical research in Ireland has demonstrated that around 50% of males with an Irish 
surname will be related to the name’s founding ancestor (the original holder of the name); 
the other 50% will have an association that has arisen as a result of “non-paternal events”. In 
other words, they are not direct descendants but may have adopted the surname either to 
show solidarity with the clan or for protection, or as a result of adoption or maternal transfer 
of the name. Since Scotland adopted a similar clan-based society, these scientific findings can 
be applied to Scotland and people with Scottish paternal ancestry.  

2. Often people expect their DNA results to trace back to a specific area. It must be remembered, 
however, that the results reflect one’s ancestor and his neighbours from around one thousand 
years ago. This means that, if one’s Scottish ancestor was descended from an Anglo-Saxon 
settler, Viking raider, or 12th Century Norman, their DNA results may reflect earlier English, 
Scandinavian, and possibly French origins.  

 
Interpreting the Y-DNA Results 

 
The first step in identifying an individual’s paternal ancestral genetic homeland is to analyse the 
surnames that appear as Y-DNA genetic matches; see Figure 1. Those surnames, particularly those 
that recur throughout a person’s Y-DNA results, will typically reflect the surnames of one’s medieval 
ancestor’s relatives/neighbours; see Figure 2. 

 
1  George Bain undertook an FTDNA Family Finder autosomal DNA test. Family Finder DNA Kit No. 88878, 
Password K1319. Website: www.familytreedna.com.  
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      Figure 1: Snapshot of George Bain’s closest genetic surname matches at the 67 genetic marker level, as revealed in the Y-DNA 
  database. The more Y-DNA genetic markers that two people share, the more recently their shared paternal ancestor lived. George 
  Bain’s closest genetic matches are dominated by Scottish surnames. Some of these, like Ferguson (red arrows), Crawford (blue 
 arrows) and Meeks (a Scottish variant of Meek; orange arrows), appear as close recurring genetic matches. These surnames arose 
 among related males living in a specific part of Scotland. 

Figure 2: George Bain’s closest genetically recurring surname matches reveal a paternal 
ancestral link with Scotland. The more Y-DNA STR markers that two people share, the 
more recently their shared paternal ancestor once lived. Surnames are shown where they 
first occur as a genetic match; for example, the first match to an individual named 
Ferguson occurs at 63/67 markers, but not all Fergusons will match at that level. In 
brackets are the numbers of individuals with a surname that appears as a genetic match. 
Coloured font indicates ethnicity associated with a surname; blue indicates Scottish, black 
indicates multiple associated ethnicities. 
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Commercial ancestral Y-DNA testing shows that George Bain does not match other individuals with 
his surname. This indicates that he may not be directly descended from a Bain-Adam (the first male 
to take the surname). Bain is a common surname, however, and one that is associated with both 
Scotland and Ireland, so there may have been many unrelated clans that used the surname. The lack 
of genetic matches to others with the name may simply be because other Bains with whom the test 
subject shares a common founding ancestor have not yet undertaken Y-DNA testing. George Bain’s 
closest genetic matches are dominated by individuals with exclusively Scottish or Scottish-associated 
surnames; see Figures 1 and 2. His Y-DNA results reveal that his paternal ancestor lived among a tribal 
group of related males somewhere within Scotland, among whom arose surnames like Ferguson, 
Crawford, MacLay, Meeks and MacFarlane. 

Scottish Bains 

Although the Bain surname can be of Irish, English (Bane) or Scottish origin, George Bain’s genetically 
recurring surname matches are exclusively Scottish, indicating a paternal ancestral link with Scottish 
Bains. Surnames arose in an agrarian society and, given that farmers with each surname could still be 
found concentrated in the area where their surname first appeared, it was possible to analyse early 
census data to determine how many Scottish Bain clans existed. This revealed eight distinct groups of 
Bain farmers spread across Scotland, indicating the existence of at least eight unrelated clans. As 
George Bain carries the surname, he could, in theory, be genetically related to any of these clans; see 
Figure 3. Analysis of his genetically recurring surname matches (as identified in Figure 2), as a snapshot 
of his ancestor’s neighbours from the time when paternally inherited surnames first appeared, can 
help determine to which of these clans he is related. This is because his closest genetically recurring 
surname matches will have arisen among a group of related males living in a very specific location – 
the area where those surnames occur together in early census data. An examination of the Scottish 
Origenes databases reveals multiple placenames throughout Scotland that are associated with 
Scottish Bains. 

Pinpointing the Paternal Ancestral Genetic Homeland 

The identification of a paternal ancestral genetic homeland through the analysis of genetic surname 
matches revealed by commercial ancestral Y-DNA is the result of examining the link between the Y 
chromosome, the surname, and the land. In the absence of a link to the land, the process becomes 
more challenging. The link with the land is greatest among the farming community and, since farmers 
in Scotland can still be found where their ancestor lived when he first inherited his surname or where 
he first settled within Scotland, it is possible to locate the areas where farmers with the surnames that 
appear in an individual’s Y-DNA results are to be found. This means, for example, that upon Y-DNA 
testing, a Bain from Aberdeenshire will be a genetic match to people with surnames like Tarves, Fowlie 
and Barrack, surnames associated with northeast Scotland. In contrast, a Bain from Shetland will have 
genetic matches to people named Ridland, Walterson and Deyell, surnames associated with the 
Shetland Islands. Hence it is the test subject’s Y-DNA genetic surname matches that will reveal where 
his Scottish paternal ancestors originated. 

An examination of George Bain’s DNA results reveals that the surnames Ferguson, Crawford, Meek, 
MacLay and MacFarlane appear as his closest Scottish recurring-genetic surname matches; see Figure 
2. Distribution mapping of farmers named Bain, Ferguson, Crawford, Meek, MacLay and MacFarlane
reveals that they occur in closest proximity to one another in east central Scotland; see Figure 4.
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     Figure 3: Scottish Bains. Surnames arose in an agrarian society an estimated 1,000 years ago, and early census data 

  reveal that farmers with each surname could be found concentrated in the area where their surname first appeared  
  Early census data reveal eight clusters of Scottish Bain farmers throughout Scotland. Each surname has been placed  
  on the map in the area where farmers with that surname concentrate in early census data. 
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Figure 4: George Bain’s closest genetic matches concentrate in east central Scotland. Although his 
name is associated with multiple locations, George Bain’s closest recurring-genetic matches, which 
include those with the surnames Ferguson, Crawford, Meek, MacLay and MacFarlane, only occur 
together within this area (red broken border). Each surname is placed where farmers with that  
surname reach their highest concentration in early census information. The Meek surname is exclusive  

          to east central Scotland. Although the surname Porter is associated with Scotland, it is an occupational  
surname and hence may not have had a link with the land. 

 
 

The Scottish Origenes Surnames of Scotland map details where farmers with each of the estimated 
4,000 different Scottish surnames concentrated in early census data. An examination of Stirlingshire 
and neighbouring West Lothian in east central Scotland as it appears on this map reveals Bain farmers 
concentrated close to Stirling town and surrounded by surnames that appear among George Bain’s 
closest genetic matches; see Figure 5. His DNA results indicate that the Bains of Stirlingshire are the 
source of his Y chromosome. 
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Figure 5: The surnames of the bordering Counties of Stirlingshire and West Lothian. An examination of 
Stirlingshire and West Lothian as it appears on the Scottish Origenes Surnames Map above reveals Bain farmers 
close to Stirling town (red arrow) where they lived surrounded by those with many of the surnames that appear 
among George Bain’s closest recurring (blue arrows) and singular (green arrows) genetic matches. Each surname 
has been placed on the map where farmers with that surname concentrated in early census data. These 
genetically matching surnames arose among related males living in Stirlingshire an estimated 1,000 years ago. 
 

 
Clan Territories of East Central Scotland 

 
The Scottish Origenes Clan Territories Map of Scotland (see Figure 6) reveals that medieval Scotland 
was a patchwork of territories dominated by nearly 400 of the most notable clans and families. Scottish 
Origenes research also reveals that approximately 95% of people with Scottish paternal ancestry will 
be genetically related to at least one of the prominent clans or families that once ruled Scotland. An 
examination of the castles and towerhouses of Stirlingshire and bordering West Lothian reveals a mix 
of clans and families of predominantly Picto-Gael and Norman origin. George Bain’s Y-DNA results 
reveal genetic matches to the Picto-Gaelic Clans of MacFarlane, Crawford and Livingstone (MacLay) 
which once dominated this area.  
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Figure 6: The principal medieval clans and families of east central Scotland. The area surrounding Stirling 
town was dominated by Picto-Gaelic clans and Norman families. A number of the Picto-Gael clans that 
dominated this area, including the Crawfords and MacFarlanes (red arrows), appear among George Bain’s 
closest genetic relatives. The MacLay surname, which also appears among his genetic relatives, is reportedly 
the Gaelic form of the surname Livingstone (blue arrow). The Muir surname also appears as a close singular 
genetic match (see Figure 1); the Muir Clan dominated lands close to Stirling town (yellow arrow). 
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Figure 7: George Bain’s Paternal Ancestral Genetic Homeland. George Bain’s paternal ancestral genetic 
homeland lies in the farmland that surrounds Stirling town (orange broken circle). It is there that his 
founding ancestor lived, surrounded by genetic relatives with surnames such as Crawford, Macfarlane 
and Meek. 
 
 

       Figure 8: Bainsford Burn. Bainsford Burn once lay on the industrial northern bank (left) of the Forth and 
       Clyde Canal in Falkirk town. The surrounding suburb is known as Bainsford. 
 
 

George Bain’s Paternal Ancestral Genetic Homeland 
 
In 1841 the Stirlingshire Bain farming community concentrated in the parishes that surround Stirling 
town, and it is there that George Bain’s paternal ancestral genetic homeland is to be found. It is there 
that his direct male ancestor lived when he first inherited the Bain surname, surrounded by male 
relatives who inherited surnames such as Ferguson, Crawford, MacLay, MacFarlane and Meek, among 
many others. When a person’s ancestors have been associated with an area for many centuries, they 
often leave evidence of their ancestral links in the region’s placenames. An examination of the area 
around Stirling reveals castles and placenames associated with George Bain’s genetic relatives, such 
as the Crawfords (Crawfordstown) and Meeks (Meeks Park), as well a “Bainsford Burn” close to Falkirk 
town (see Figures 7 and 8 above). The Stirlingshire Bains will also have left evidence of their long 
ancestral links with this area in both the history of this location and in the DNA of its current 
inhabitants. 

A commercial ancestral Y-DNA test of Bains who currently live in Stirlingshire is almost certain to 
confirm the paternal ancestral link with that area. 
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George Bain’s Ancient Origins 

Ancestral Y-DNA research, which analyses a person’s male ancestry, has revealed that the more Y-DNA 
genetic markers (short tandem repeats, STRs) or mutations (single nucleotide polymorphisms, SNPs) 
that two people share, the more recently their common male ancestor once lived. As a result, 
surnames that appear among one’s 67 and 37 genetic marker-level matches upon Y-DNA testing will 
reflect the surnames of their ancestral relatives and neighbours from the time when paternally 
inherited surnames became common (approximately one thousand years ago in the UK and Ireland). 
But the Y-DNA test results also reveal many more people who share fewer Y-DNA STR genetic markers 
that indicate shared paternal ancestry prior to the appearance of surnames, and it is these genetic 
relatives that can reveal clues to a person’s ancient paternal ancestral journey. In addition, an analysis 
of SNPs (the most common type of genetic variation, and the clear majority of which are older than 
surnames), will also shed light on one’s ancient origin.1  

George Bain’s results were uploaded to the Family-Tree DNA Ysearch database2 and the match criteria 
lowered to reveal additional genetically matching individuals. Many of these new matches also reveal 
details of the geographical origin of their earliest known paternal ancestors; see Figure 1. By tracking 
these ancestral locations and grouping George Bain’s genetic matches according to the number of 
shared genetic markers, it is possible to reconstruct his ancient (pre-surname) paternal ancestral 
journey; see Figure 2.  

DNA studies for males with Gaelic Scottish or Irish origins, like George Bain, generally reveal that they 
invariably share a common paternal ancestor who lived between 2,000 and 2,800 years ago in the 
northern foothills of the Alps between the Moselle and Rhine Rivers, an area which today forms much 
of the borderlands of France and Germany and has been described as the “Celtic homeland”. An 
examination of George Bains’s genetic matches with recorded ancestral links within mainland Europe 
(who share between 6 and 14 Y-DNA markers) reveals that they concentrate within this area; see 
Figures 2 and 3. 

These recorded ancestral locations are concentrated in the Hallstatt (8th to 5th centuries BC) and La 
Tène (5th to 1st centuries BC) cultural areas that are associated with Proto-Celtic and Celtic 
populations. Some of the Celts in these areas migrated to Britain from about 800 BC onwards, and 
George Bain’s oldest genetic markers reveal a distant shared paternal ancestry with these Celtic 
“Ancient Britons”, whose genetic signature predominates in today’s English population in western 
England from Cornwall to Lancashire; see Figure 4.  

In contrast, an examination of the ancestral locations revealed by George Bain’s genetic matches that 
share the largest number of genetic markers (between 61 and 24 Y-DNA STR markers, and hence his 
youngest and closest shared paternal ancestry) reveals locations between the Firths of Clyde and 
Forth in central Scotland close to Stirlingshire, his Paternal Ancestral Genetic Homeland where his 
paternal ancestors lived when surnames were adopted about one thousand years ago (see Section 

1 In addition to this report by Dr Bowes, see the following pieces that he has posted on the Internet: 
https://www.irishorigenes.com/content/origin-irish-and-scottish-gaels-revealed-their-dna; https.//www.scotti 
shorigenes.com/news/isle-skye-%E2%80%98-genetic-heartland-scots%E2%80%99; https://www.irishorigenes. 
com/content/putting-time-frame-dna-mutation-rates; accessed 1 May 2019. See also Section 6 of this volume.  

2 The Family Tree DNA Ysearch database is no longer accessible as a result of the EU General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR) that came into effect on 25 May 2018.  
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6). The gap in recorded ancestral locations between the midlands of England and the central belt of 
Scotland, together with the difference in the estimated number of shared genetic markers between 
both locations (see Figure 4), suggest that a migration occurred. And other DNA evidence confirms 
that a migration did occur: an exodus of people about two thousand years ago from the Celtic 
homeland between the Moselle and Rhine Rivers to what today are England and subsequently 
Scotland. 

The cause of the exodus was the rise of the Roman Empire and its defeat of the Celts by Julius Caesar 
in the Battle of Vosges in 58 BC. The survivors who were not enslaved faced a stark choice:  assimilate 
or flee. Those who chose to flee could not go west or south as these areas were controlled by the 
Romans, nor could they go east as this area was occupied by the Germanic tribes. Their only option 
was to follow the Rhine north and go into exile in Britain. By the time they arrived in Britain these 
exiled Proto-Gaels were probably quite distinct from their distant Ancient Briton cousins who had 
migrated there about 800 years earlier, with the Ancient Britons speaking what would eventually 
become the Welsh language and the Proto-Gaels speaking what would evolve into Scottish and Irish 
Gaelic.   

George Bain’s closest genetic ancestors were part of this exodus from central Europe. They probably 
arrived in Kent, sometime between 58 BC and 55/54 BC, when the Roman army led by Julius Caesar 
invaded Britain, or at least by 43 AD, when four Roman Legions under Emperor Claudius began the 
conquest of Britain. Over the next century or so, the advancing Roman army pushed them north until 
they finally arrived in Scotland and settled permanently beyond the Firths of Clyde and Forth, which 
lay beyond the reach of the permanent Roman settlement. Free from Roman persecution, they 
integrated into Pictish society and developed into the Scottish Gaels that shaped the modern identity 
of Scotland; see Figure 4.  
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Figure 2: Ancestral locations revealed by George Bain’s Ysearch.org genetic matches. Each pin is positioned in the location 
where a Ysearch.org genetic relative records his earliest paternal ancestor. Pin colour reflects the estimated number of 
shared genetic markers in the Ysearch.org database. The pattern that emerged shows a clear increase in shared genetic 
markers from central Europe towards southern England and into Scotland, indicating a paternal migration from central 
Europe into England, continuing north to Scotland. 
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Figure 4: Arrival in Britain. George Bain’s closest (i.e., most recent) genetic ancestors probably arrived in Kent in southeast 
England after their defeat by the Romans in the Battle of Vosges about two thousand years ago. Over the next century or 
so, they were pushed north by the advancing Roman army until they finally arrived in Scotland and settled permanently 
beyond the Antonine Wall between the Firths of Clyde and Forth. The changing colour of the arrow indicates an increasing 
number of shared markers, reflecting George Bain’s ancestors’ journey from central Europe to Scotland. 
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